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•« three celebi-ated Reformere of the Continent.' By tlie Rev. 
" Benjamin AUen^ Rector of the Parish ofSt. Andrews, Va." 

** And God said let there be li^^t, and there wjis li^ht." 

In conformity, to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled 
*' An act for the encoui'agement of learning, by securing the copies of 
maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies 
during the times therein mentioned ;" and also to the act, •entitled 
" An act supplementary to an act, entitled « An a6t for the encourage^ 
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the public seal of my office, the day and year aforesaid, 

BDM. I. LEEi 
JkjJM^ of the Dis^ct of Qoltimbia. 



RECOMMENDATION. 

Having been favored with the. perusal of An Abridgment of the 
History of the Reformation, prepared for publication by the Rev. 
Benjamin Allen, I, with pleasure, comply with his request, in giving 
it my humble recommendation. It contains the history of all the 
important facts as narrated by Burnet ; and , to those who have not 
thcL time or the means for consulting that writer, must prove mterest- 
ing and valuable. There bfiing a considerable class of persons under 
these circumstances, such a woi-k has been wanted, and, I think, the 
present one will be highly acceptable, ,as serving to meet the existing 
♦exigency. 

WILLIAM H. WILMER. 
Alexaiidria,. October 30th, 1820. 
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A traveller iu; passing along an in- 
teresting country, and beholding pyra^ 
mids of lofty stinicture^ or edifices of 
mighty arch, would feel some satisfuc- 
tidn in hearing who were their founders^ 
and reading the story of their progress 
through the various stages of their 
Herculean task to the bringing forth of 
the topstone. . Travellers in the moral 
world, who behold the triuinphal arch 
of protestantism, and ^ see the during 
pillars on which it rests, must feel a 
holy curiosity concerning the original 
builders, their toils, their trials^ their 
perseverance, and tlieir death : and if, 
as is the fact, any of them cemented 
their work with their blood, great must 
be the interest felt in their history. To 
such travellers an account of the refor- 
mers of the church of England, cannot 
fail to present an inviting repast. They 
were*so calm, enlightened, and steady, 

! 
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in the pursuit of their object ; they ma- 
nifested so much of the "(visdom of the 
serpent, combined with the harmless- 
ness of the dofe; the result of their 
labors was so important ; their suflffer- 
ings were so g^eat; and their martyr- 
doms so violent, that we cannot con- 
template tliem without both profit and 
pleasure. Who that lives in this latter 
day, but must read with surprise, of 
times when men were sent to the stake 
for teaching the creed, the Lord's pray- 
er, and the ten x^ommandments, to their 
children ; and who that thus reads, but 
must feel a lively gratitude to God for 
the rich privileges which now beam 
upon his path ? Who that sees the 
bright day of the gospel beginning to 
embrace the earth, but must hear with 
astonishment of times when a warrant 
from the throne was necessary, before 
a single cottager could read his Bible ; 
and who that thus hears, but must call on 
his soul, and all within him, to bless the 
name of that God, whose voice, through 
the medium of the Bible Society, is 
sounding o'er all the habitations of man, 
those words of ancient date, " Let^ere 
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be light," nw sounding them ia vain, 
since, from the rising of the sun unto 
the going down of tie same, we may 
already say, there is light ? Who that 
loves the doctrine ana order of the 
church, but must behold with pleasui?6 
that doctrine, and that order, rising 
from the rubbish of Roman- superstition, 
in which, for centuries, it lay buried, 
and asserting to the world its pure and 
primitive xjharacter ? And who that de- 
lights in moral grandeur, such as that 
whidi shone in apostolic days, when 
anieient, became the prototype of modern 
Borne, and heathen emperors the fore- 
runner of Christian popee^, but must be 
gratified in approaching tbe fires of 
Smithfield, and witnessing the triumph- 
ant constancy of an host of martyrs? 

All these views, interesting as they 
are, have hitherto been locked up from 
the people of this country in two alarm- 
ing folios, found in the libraries of very 
few. The object of this work is to pre- 
sent the cream of those folios in short 
and comprehensive details, embracing 
every thing in them of importance con- 
nected with religion. The style has, 
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generally, been changed. Occasional- 
ly the language of the original has been 
preserved, and, always, perfect faithful- 
ness to its ideas has been aimed at. 

For greater convenience, the work has 
been divided into chapters. Introduc- 
tory remarks have beeii added to each 
chapter, for which the author of this 
abridgment is^ alone, accountable. 

May the spirit of the Most High re- 
form the world, and tring the various 
members of the catholic, or universal 
* church to see eye to eye, until they be- 
come one fold in name, as well as in 
fact, and the knowlege of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters th« face of 
the great deep. 

CharleBtowfif Jefferson county^ Va. ^ 
October^ 1820. 
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CHAP. I. 

State of England— Wolse J — First beginnings of re- 
formation — Henry's 1)ook— Tindal's translation — 
Henry wishes a divorce— His applications to Rome 
•— Cranm^r— Wolscy ruined-^Tlie elergy attack- 
ed—Application to the Uniyersities — Successive ' 
attacks upon Rome — Henry marries Ann Boleyn— 
Cranmer consecrated — Catharine divorced — Popery 
condemned. 

IT is pleasing to 4)eIiold ihe rising of the 
sun, wlieii, from his Orient bed be throws his 
iirstrays aeross the moantains, and in the pro- 
gress of bis ascent, wakes into being myriads 
or songs, and gives to the eye all the sublime, 
and beautlfu V and Imsy of the landscape. It 
is pleasing, also, when the heavens have been 
covered with blackness, to behold the break- 
ing away of the gloom, to see cloud after cloud 
dissipating and disappearing, until, at length, 
the whole orb of effulgence bursts forth upon 
the world, 

A similar pleasure awaits those who con- 
template the progress of the reformation^ who 
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mark its first 9i)ringiiigs, its gradual geraiina- 
tion^ and tiie ^^arioos steps of its ap[lroacb to 
the vigor and stabiUt^ of a tree, whose leaviuB 
are fur the healing of the natioM. 

At the. commenceineiit of the reign of kit^g 
Henry the Sth, England was reposing in llie 
arms of papal Kome, implicitlyyielding to her 
spiritaal despotism. There had been some 
contests hy^ preceding kings against the exac^ 
tions of the papacy, bat these bad always en^hd 
in submissiOQ, and the Vatican reigned lotd 
paramount over the souls and/ bodies of Kn- 
glisbmen. The shrines p( saints were visiti'd 
by adoring multitudes ; th^ doetrioe of pur2:;a- 
iory was an inexhauMibte fountain to. Uie 
coffers of tbe priesthood.; bishtrps were es(a« 
blished in their sees by bulls from his hoU|i< ks; 
appeals to Home held all spiritual decisir<hs 
in durance ; images, and relics, and miracles 
Abounded ; the Bible was shot up as a propa- 
gator of heresy ; and ignorance slept at the 
foot of superstition, while vice in every va* 
riety, roamed unchecked through the land. 

True, there were some who possessed copies 
of Wiekliffe's Bible, and receiyedrils doctrine 
rather than the decrees of cardinals. But tbey 
were poor. They were not in autI}ority. 
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Tfaey were pergecutedby the dominant power r 
aiul from their inability to act with eflBciency, 
were hardly known to exist. True, also, 
when any see became vacant, the king seized 
on Us temporalities^ an^ did not deliver them 
to the bishop appointed of Rome, until he had 
sworn allegiance ; bnt Henry, ni if to destroy 
this remnant of supremacy, surrendered it into 
the hamls of his favorite Wolsey, who was the 
popc's^ legate. 

Henry however, appears to have been raised 
up by Providence to crash the power of pa- 
pacy in England, and prepare the way for 
leforraation. 

In the fourth year of his reign a law* was 
passed subjecting the clergy to be tried by the 
tivil courts. Heretoft)re they had been ame- 
nable to none bnt ecclesiastical authority, and 
such was the universal corruption, that, what- 
ever crimes they committed, they usually 
escaped unpnuished. This law was violent- 
ly opposed by the whole clerical body, and 
nothing but the determined spirit of Henry^ 
zealous for prerogative, carried it through. 
The pope was in trouble and did not dare to 
resent the insult. 
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Yet iu all othermatterai' Hepry contiftu€3 a 
most faitbfol son of tjie see of Rbme duriag 
the first eighteea years of bfe reign ; insomuch 
that pope Jalius sent him a golden rose^ and 
pope Leo lOthgavehim moire ijoses/andmad^ 
his favorite Wolsey a cardioaU 

Wolsey, though a bad m&n himself^ obtain* 
eil a bull ftom the pope to. inform the elergy. 
His real oligedt wa$> to pavMhe ^ay -for sup- 
pressing several of the mqnasteriesi and coft- 
vertiog tb^m into colleges^ cathedrals, &:c. 

The convocation of England was osoaHy 
summoned by the king .; who, with the write 
for a parliament, sent also a summotis to the 
two archbishops of Canterbury ^nd ITorki to 
call togetlier the clergy of .their respective pro- 
vinces. But the cardinal, as legate, took this 
power Into his own bands. In i&52 he Sum- 
moned the convocation of Canterbury ta West- 
minster to reform abuaes in the church. Here 
he demanded a heavy supply for the king, 
viz. : one half of the full value of all livings 
for one year, to be paid in five years. This, 
with great diifficulty, was obtained, but it 
enraged the clergy against th« cardinal. He, 
however, despised them, especially the monks^ 
whom he looked upon as idle mouths, of no 
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ase to chorcb or state. They were indeed 
mimerous; and generally given up to idtenesa 
and pleasure. Ue resolved on suppressing » 
great number of their institutions^ and in this 
found bo difficulty ; for the king^ being a friend 
ti> learning/ had no objections to his endowing 
colleges with the spoils of monasteries. The 
pope too consented ; and^ iathe 18lh year of 
Henry^ the foundation of a college was laid at 
Oxford/ and in the 20th^ that of another ai 
Ipswich. . 

The first be^nniogs of reformation in En- 
gland, may doubtless be traced to the days of 
Wickliffe, 150 years antecedent to this time ; 
for then, the elergy beiag obnoxious to the 
people on account of the rapacity of their ex- 
actions^ he propagated several opinions hostila 
to their power* Me translated the Bible from 
Latin into English, and circulated it with a 
preface reflecting severely on the existing cor- 
ruptions ; condemning the worship of saints 
and images, denying the corporal presence of 
Christ in the sacrament, and exhorting aVl 
people to the study of the scriptures. He died ' 
in peace, though his body was afterwards 
burned, but the followers of his doctrine, who 
were generally amons the illiterate^ were se- 
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tcr^y-peirsecuted. In the rpign of Richatd 
Sd^ a law was passed subjecting thein to trials . 
and, by a statute of Henry ^ 4tli, they were 
condemned to be bu?nt a& hi^retiesu lender 
ibis law many suffered. These martyrs ^ere 
also called Xollatrds. In. the jlrajt year of 
Henry a considerable n&mber were arraign-* 
ed and some were 4iurned« The principal 
charges against them were, refnstng to belieye 
in transuhstantiation, auricular ^^onfeasion^ pij^-* 
grimages, worship of images^ praying to saints, 
and purgatory. 

The seeds sown by WicWiffie, aqd^ now 

flourishing in the LoUards^f caused the dac- 

trines of Luther, which ,wer0 spreading in 

Germany, to gain friends in England; Many 

of the books containing tbem were translated 

into English and widely circulateil. This 

made the rage of persecution more violent. 

Great numbers were proceeded against. If a 

man ottered but a light word against the 

constitutions of the church, he was seized. If 

any taught their children the Lord's prayer, 

; the ten commandants, and the apostle's creed, 

in the vulgar tongue, that was deemed a saf- 

* See Appendix No* I, at the end of the volume* 
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" ficient crime to briiig tbem to the stake. For 
tills oif en ee «ix men, and oujb woman weve 
.biirnt at Coventry on the 4th of April, 1519. 
> Henry employed his, pen as well as bis 
.poyt:er against the heretics. He wrote a book 
gainst Luther, on the. seven sacraments, 
which was, cried up to the height of excel- 
lence* For this work he received a pompous 
Ij^tter signed by the pope and twenty-seven 
ear dinals, and the title of, ^ Defender of the 
faith/ ButLuther treated his book with great 
contempt. . ^ 

William tindal translated the New Testa- 
mentinto English^ printed it at Anti/i^eq> with 
some short coiamentsy and sent it over for dis- 
tribution^ in 15S6. This was denounced by 
the .papists as an erroneous translation, and all 
persons who had copies of it were command- 
ed to deliver them up on pain of excommuni- 
cation, and incurring the suspicion of heresy. 
^JVfan^ oilier books were, prohibited at the same 
time^ most of them written by Tindal. Against 
some of these Sir Thomas More wrote. He 
was a man of learnings and an enemy to the _ 
%norance of the clergy, but a bitter persecutor. 
About this time king Henry disputed the 
validity of his marriage with Catharine his 



/ 
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queen, Bhe bad been wife to Arthqr bis bri)- * 
tber^ but though^ ia consequeBce of ihat he 
had procured a dispensation from the Pope on 
marrying her, he now fatind out that it was 
unlawful for a man to have his brotfaer^swidow. 
He laid. the question before the bishops of 
England^ and they decided in fkyor of a di- 
vorce ; and, though the ipope^ by a bull, had 
sanctioned the mard^tge, he hoped to succeed 
in convincing him that the bull was granted 
on wrong representations^ and in inducing him 
to revoke it. ,. 

With this view he sent a messenger to Borne 
to make his application^ directing him to' secure 
all the friends he could around his hottness^ by 
money and promises. This messenger found 
the pope imprisoned by the empetor. However, 
he presented the king's request, and received 
for answer, that the divorce should be granted. 
Sut as soon as the pope was at libei-^, he de- 
clined fulfilling his promise. The Wperor/ 
who was the nephew of Catharine, an^ vio- 
lently opposed to the divorce, had him stUl in 
durance. His holiness, however, strove, by 
all the crooked arts of a most wily policy, ^o 
satisfy Henry that he was his friend, and thai 
he only wished a little necessary delay. Mes- 
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senger after messenger was sent by the king ; 
bribe after bribe was given to the cardinals; 
subterfuge after subterfuge was resorted to by 
the pope ; until, at lengthy two legates were 
appointed to try the question in England, viz: 
Campegio, who was dispatched from Home^ 
and Wolsey. During the whole progress of 
jtbe application, Wolsey was u»ing all the 
earnestness fear conld suggest; for he had 
pledged himself to ^effecl the divorce^ and he 
well knew, from the temper of Henry, that if 
he failed, he would be ruined. 

Iq idSQ the legates sat in England. In« 
struct ed by his faolindHiS,Gampegio delayed the 
proceedings as much as possible, and when, at 
last, all things were ready for a sentence, he 
adjourned the cf>uH from July to Oetober* 
Soon af^^r, a messenger came summoning the 
cause to Home. Henry could ill brook all 
this, but still he did not etitirely break off from 
the pop^. However, he denied liis authority 
to cite hhu out of bis kingdom* 

To divert his mind, he made an excursion 
through his dominions. During it, he lay one 
night at Waltham. While there, his secretary 
and almoner, Gardiner and Fox, me^ with 
Dr. Granmer, a fellow of Jesus College^ Cam« 
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brHls;e. Knowing Ms great learning and solid 
judgment^ they pressed him for his opinion 
coneerning the divorce, flf* modestly declin- 
ed; but told theiii it would be best to ascer* 
tain whether the marriage wa6 unlawful by 
virtue of any divine precept, for, if so, the 
pope's authority could not make that law fill 
which God had declared unlawfnh He 
t|iougbt, therefore, that, instead of a fruitlesa 
application at fionie, it w.oold belief ter to con- 
sult all the leanted men and universities of 
Christendom> f&t if they pronpuiiced in the 
king^s favor, Ihe pop^ must needs give judg- 
ment I or, if he refused, the marriage would 
be found sinful notwithstanding his dii»pensa- 
tion. With this proposition Henry was de- 
lighted, and immediately sent for Craniner, and 
received him to court. 

Wolsey was ruined. He was attainted for 
treason^ and shortly after died ; declaring that 
if he had served hisGod as he had served his 
king, he wouId«^not have been deserted in his 
grey hairs. 

In the parliament that met in 1929* there 
were bills passed against several abusers of 
the clergy, and macfy severe reflections were 
made upon their vices and corruptions. These 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



were believf^d to -flow from mea wbo bad tiU- 
therms doctrine at heart. ' The kiQg promoted 
this altjick, that be might shew the pope what 
h« could do if driven to extremity. 

Pursuant to the advice^ of Cranmer, appli- 
ation Was.made to the various learned bodies, 
for their opinions concerning the divorce* 
Qxfordand Cambridge decided that the mar. 
riage was unlawful, as did also the universities 
of Padua, Bavaria,. Orleans and Thoulouse; 
the divines of |i*eriara; many of the Jewish 
Rabbins, the doctors of tbe Barbonne, and a 
multitude of others iu Italy, and other parUi of 
Kurope. Zuinglius united in the same deci- 
sion. Calvin afterwards pronounced a similar 
sentiment* 

These opinions being received, a letter was 
written to tbe pofie by the principal of the 
nobility, clergy, and commons of England, 
setting tbem forth ; complaining of his conduct, 
and threatening that they must seek a remedy 
elsewhere, if he persisted in refusing a divorce. 
The pope answered, that if the patient would 
hurt himself, it was not the physician^s faul^ 
and made new promises. 

But the king, wearied with delay, published 
a proclamation against receiving bulls from 
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Rotne. He caQaed also the various arguments 
gainst bis marriage to be drawn ont and pub- 
lished* He moreover brought all the dergy 
of ^England under a premunire. 

There was. ao ancient lew forbidding any 
one to e^Kercise a legatine authority procured 
from Rome. WoUey had acted as the pope's 
legate^ and^ of course, alt who had transacted 
business in his courts were involved in his 
guilt* Moreover^ there were various other 
laws passed in previous reigns against protur* 
ing translations, bulls, &c. from Rome ; all 
which had remained in the statute book^ hut, 
from the power of the papacy, were regarded 
as a deati letter. Against all these had the 
clergy transgressed ; but they had done so 
with the king's knowledge, and oft by his 
command* However, it was in vain for them 
to frame excuses. Henry had determined to 
make the court of Rome feel the weight of his 
anger, and, therefore, he summoned fheinall^ 
to answer for their crime. They gladly com- ' 
pounded with him, and were pardoned, on 
paying a heavy sum of money, viz : the sei" 
of Canterbury one hundred thousand poundf 
and of York, eighteen thousand eight hundre ' 
and forty pounds. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«5 

In 1931 the conTocatioii gave the king the ti- 
tie of ^ Supreme bead of the church in England;' 
and thus another blow was aimed at the pope. 
*ln 1S3S parliament passed a law against 
paying annates, or irst fruits of ecclesiastical 
benefices, to the chui^Ghof lioree. This law 
was left subject to the king's eonfirmationi 
which it received the next year. 

The pope seeing his power deeliniog in 
Sngland, (resolved, at last, to do all he could 
to recover it. He cited the king to appear at 
Ronie, to answer to an appeal from queen Ca- 
tharine on. the subject of the divorce. Henry 
sent an amlmssadorasexcusator, withinstruc- 
tions to excuse his not appearing, and to insist 
on the prerogatives of the crown of England. 
A plea was drawn up and debated in the con- 
sistory. 

While this was in progress, a bull was 
obtained for suppressing several monasteries 
and founding six new bishoprics. 

November 14*tb, 153S, the king married 
Ann Boleyn. 

In 1533 parliament passed an act against 

all appeals to Rome, declaring that the uppet 

bouse, of convocati<m should give final deci- 

sion in all cases. 

S 
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Warham, archbishop of Catiiterbury, dymg^ 
ihe king resolvexl to raise Cranmer to that 
see. Grantner was then in Germany. lie 
BacT made no application for the appointment^ 
andy when he received intelligence of it, was 
much grieved. He travelled homewanl by 
very slow journeys, that the king might have 
time to reflect maturely on the subject, and 
to select some other person. Henry, how- 
lever, would accept none of bis excuses, but 
was rather confirmed in the high opinion he 
entertained of him by his great humility, iand^ 
at last, Cranmer was forced to yield. 

Bulls were received from the pope for Cran- 
mer's promotion ; for, though it was conirary 
to law to ask for them, the king resolved not 
to break off entirely from Itome, until he was 
driven to it. l*be pope was not pleased wiith 
Cranmer as archbishop, for he knew. him to 
be the familiar friend of the Lutherans, but he 
did not wish to precipitate the rupture with 
England by denouncing him. At his conse- 
cration Cranmer refused to take the usual oath 
to the pope, without a full and formal protesta- 
tion that it should not bind him up from doing 
his duty to God, the king, and the church. 



d by Google 



- ... - ^ ' . ^ - ' 

The question concerning the kj"S's Biar- 
riage was brought once more before the two 
houses of convocationir ami thi;5 opinions of 
nineteen universities read against it, where- 
upon a decision was given, declaring it con- 
trary to the law of God, and, immediately 
after, the archbishop of Canterbury proceeded 
to pironounee sentence of 4ivorce. 
> Rome declared this sentence null, and 
threatened the king with excommunication 
if be acted upon it. The king appealed fVom 
the pope^ to a general eouncil, as did Cranmer, 
who alsii was threatened with a process, 
Bonner delivered this appeal to the pope, and 
he did It with so much vehemence and fury 
that his holiness talked of throwing him into 
a caoldron of melted lead^ and be was glad to 
make his escape. 

However, in consequence of the mediation 
of the king^ of France, Henry determined once 
more to submit to the pope, on receiving fresh 
promises that the divorce should he granted ; 
but the imperialists precipiti^ted a fresh de- 
cree against him, which separated him from 
Home forever. 

The pope^s authority had been now for four 
years much examined and dis|>uttd in Kng- 
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lanA. First, his power of dtspeusing with the 
law of God was controverted ; then, the clergy 
were convicted of a pr^mumre for ^i^ubmitting 
to his jurisdiction ; then, bis right to annates 
and other exactions was qaestioAed ; thten, all 
iippeals to Rome were condemned : — So many 
of the branches of the tree being cot off, it only 
remained to strike at the root. Accordingly 
the foundations of papal authority were sera* 
tinized. For nearly a year there were many 
public debates about it^ and the subjeet was 
long agitated both in parlinaalent and con vo- 
oajtion. Several books were written, partis 
tularly ^^ The institution for the necessary 
erudition of a Christian man/' concluded in 
convocation, and published by authority. 

At length, after summoning all the proofs 
from scripture and primitive practice, it was 
decided . that the pope's power in England 
bad no foundation either in the law of God, 
the laws of the church, or of- the laud. 

And thus did the Most High overrule the 
evil passions of a wicked monarch to a dis- 
covery of the rottenness of the root of that 
bohon upas papacy, and prepare the way for 
delivering the realm of England from its 
deadly influence. 
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CHAP. II. s 

The King's supremacy asserted — First fruits given to 
the King — ^Suffragan Bishops — Tindal's translation 
circulated*- Persetutions— Henry against retbrma- 
tioh-^ Visitation of monasteries — Their corrup- 

^tions-— Suppression of monasteries— ^Translation of 
the Bilde aothorized— -Queen Ann executed— The 
Pope seeks a reconciliation— -First articles of reli- 
^ion-^J nj unctions— Rebellion— R(fi!ics and shrinea 
abolished. 

Tlj^B vrfairlwinil of Henry's passiom 
tlireateaed desirueiion to truth as well as 
error^ and' bad not Gran met* been appointed of 
God to direct it, the very hopes of reforma- 
tion tlieinfitelves might bare been 8wept away. 
A great work remaine<l to be accomplished. 
The eccle8ia»tical elements were in wild dis- 
order, and much prudence, and much perseve- 
rance, and much prayer, were necessary to sub- 
due them to harmony. Beside, the reformers 
had much to learn. They were young in the 
school of primitive discipline, and they were 
obliged^ by close studv of the scTiptures and 
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of apostolie {irftctice^ to ascertain what were 
the true features of ttie church of Christ, be- 
fore they could attempt to pourtray them on 
the countenance of England. Accustomed 
all their days to the gorgeous array of Roman 
magnificence^ it was only by slow degrees, they 
arrived at a knowledge of the simple charac- 
ter*of the polity of Jesus. 

The usurpation of the pope having been 
crushed, the king's supremacy was ne^^tassert- 
ed ; and it was declared that to him it pertain- 
ed to defend the faith of Christ; to abolish 
abuses, heresies, and idolatries, and to see 
that the bishops and priests executed the pas- 
toral office. At the same time, the clergy were 
called upon to obey the laws of the king, so 
lar as they were not contrary to the laws of 
eod. 

In 1034 the annates or first fruits of bene- 
fices were given to the king^ and an act was 
passed for making suffragan bishops, <' whiah, 
as is said, had been accustomed to be bad with- 
in this realm, for the more speedy administra- 
tion of the sacraments, and other good, whole- 
some, and devout things, and laudable ceremo- 
nies, to the increase of God's honor, and for 
the commodity of good and devout people/^ 
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TkidftFg translation of the scriptures was 
still circtilated^ to the great grief of (be clergy^ 
who clnng to the corrnptions of papery^ 
though they had renounced the pope« In the 
fever of his zeal Towstal, Jbishop of London^ 
purchased a -great quantity of l^ndaPs first 
edition of the New Testament^ and publicly 
burnt them at Cheapsi<le. By this act he 
contributed most efficiently to tlie poblication 
of a more correct edition^ which was widely 
spread. 

Althoiigh an act was passed mitigating the 
proceedings against hereticl^, many were 
brought into the bishops^ courts and charged, 
some with teaching their children the Lord's 
prayer in English, some with reading the 
forbidden books, some with harboring the 
preachers of new doctrine^ some with speak- 
ing against pilgrimages, or worshipping and 
adorning images, some with not observing the 
chnrch fasts, some with not roming to confes- 
sion and the sacrament, and some with speak- 
ing against the vices of the clergy. Of these, 
many abjured their errors, but many were 
burned. 

Some subscribed articles such as the foU 
lowing, viz : that there was a purgatory, and 
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that mals in it were profited by masses said 
for them ; that kings were not obliged 4;o give 
their people thescriptures in the Vulgar tongue; 
with several others. 

These persecutions were opposed by the 
new queen, by Cranmer, and by Cromwell, 
the king's vicegerent in ecclesiastical matters. 

The principal enemies of reformation were 
the duke of Norfolk, and Oardioer, bishop of 
Winchester. With these, joined the greater 
part of the clergy • 

The king too was no friend to the reforma- 
tion; for he Tiad written in defence of the 
Romish fait^, and he did not like to retract 
his opinions. Moreover, he was afraid, if he 
favored the doctrines of Luther, it would be 
said he did it out of spite to the pope i and lie 
had reason tp expect the emissaries of the 
pope and emperor would excite a rebellion 
among his subjects. Cranmer had indeed a 
difficult part to act. 

In 1 539* began the visitation of monasteries, 
set on foot for the purpose of ascertaining their 
corruptions, and preparing the way for sup- 
pressing them. They were all required to 
swear allegiance to the king's supremacy. 
Their internal polity was examined^ and every 
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thing connected with them underwent a close 
insftection. Hundry injunctions were given 
them, as^ that th^y were to teach the people 
the king^s supremacy, to have a chapter in the 
Bible read at each of their meals^ to live on 
eommon food, io listen to a lecture of divinity 
for a whole hour every day, and to be well 
employed; The Abbot was every day to ex- 
plain to them th.at religion consisted, not in 
rites, but in cleanness of heart, pureness of 
life, unfeigned faith, brotherly charity, and 
honoring of God in spirit and in truth. In 
these we may discover the heart and hand of 
Cranmer ;; but such was the licentiousness of 
the monks, they were by no means pleased 
with them. 

^Monasteries were, at an early age, very nu-> 
merous in England, They were robbed and 
ruined by the Danes in tiie 8th century, but 
king Edgar re-established them. During suc- 
ceeding reigns their number was increased ; 
und, by every possible means, their coffers 
were enriched. Saying masnei^ to relieve 
souls from purgatory, was a most lucrative 
source of revenue. So general was the belief 
in their virtue, that statutes in mortmain be- 
came necessary in order to present the greater 
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part of tb^ elates in Ktigland bein^ given to 
ibe brotherhood. The shribes^ and images^ 
and relics of saints were also profitable ; for 
tbe multitude were persuaded that pilgrimages 
and presents to them would secnre a» inter- 
cession in Heaven. But tbe corruption of the 
monks became so excessive^ that from the ISfk 
century downward, their reputation abated. 
As they lost ground, the orders of begging 
friars rose. These, by great appean^ncfe of 
mortification, gained much estMm. They 
were not as idle and lazy as the monks,^ but 
went about^ and preached, and heard c(>nfes*. 
aions, and carried indulgeneies, with many 
other pretty little things, Agnus Dei's^ Rosa, 
ries, and Pebbles, which they made the wurld 
believe had great virtue in them. There \ms 
a firm union of their whole order, they having 
a general at Rome, and a provincial in eaeh 
of their provinces. The school- learning was 
wholly in their hands, and they^were great 
preachers. But they too had^ become extreme- 
ly licentiousi,; and in secret they plotted much 
against tine king, opposing both his divorce 
and his supremacy. 

Henry determffied to suppress the houses of 
these monks and friars, not only on account 
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^f their extreme wickeduess and their eemity 
to him, but also, because, being afraid of a 
ivar from the emperor, he ivanted monej to 
fordfy bi« ports ; and^ seeing the great advan- 
tage of trade, he resolved to encourage it by 
buildiiig harbors. Moreover, he intended^ 
pursuant "to the advice of Cranmer, to erect 
many more bisiH)i>rics, that, the dioceses being 
reduced to a narrower compass, bishops might 
better discharge their duties, and oversee their 
flctcks, according to the scriptures and the 
primitive rules. 

But Orannier^s object was, by the suppres- 
sion of monasteries, not only to destroy the 
-fountains of belief in purgatory, worship of 
saints, and pilgrimages, but also to obtain the 
foftidation of theological seminaries for every 
diocese. 

In the course of the visitation, abominations 
were discovered, so great, that we cannot 
stain our page with their recital. 

In 1036, Cranmer moved in convocation, to 
petition the king for a translation of the Bible 
to be set up in all the churches. This was 
violently opposed by the papists, who insi^^ted 
upon it that all the heresies then existing, flow- 
fsA from the use of the Bible by the people. 
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But the petition passed, and the king gave 
orders for the translation to be made* 

Queen Ann falling under her cbnsort^s dig- 
]j)1easure, aud he determining to get rid of her^ 
Cranmer espoused her cause, and wrote a 
letter in her behalf, but in vain 5 the popish 
party drov^ on the blind passions of the king, 
and she was put to death. 

After the execution of Ann, the pope made 
overtures iVir a reconcilis^tion ; but Henry, in- 
stead of listening to theni, procnred iwo addi- 
tional acts from parliament, extinguishing still 
more entirely the authority of the bishop of 
Rome in England, One of these declared^ 
^f that the pope had long darkened* God^s 
word, that it might serve his pomp, glory, 
avarice, ambition, and tyranny, both upon^he 
souls, bodies, and goods of alt Christians, 
excluding Christ out of the rule of man's 
soul, and princes out of their dominions ; 
and had exacted in England great sums 
by dreams, vanities, and other superstitious 
ways," It severely threatened his mission- 
aries, who were practising up and down the 
kingdom. The other declared null all grants 
iBAde by the pope^ requiring them to be 
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brought in to the chancery, whei>ce new let^ 
fer8 patent might be taken out. 

Inhere was much argument' in convocation 
concerning the opinions of the Lollards, and 
an attempt made to ifissanU Granmer, Lati- 
mer, and some others, on account of them ; 
but this failed ; for the king declared that the 
rites- ai^d ceremonies of the church should be 
reformed by the rules of scripture ; and, 'more- 
over, that, since the Bible was acknowledged 
to contain the laws of religion, it was absurd 
to have recourse to glosses or decrees oTpopes, 

At length, Henry devised sundry articles 
himself, and, after much debate in convocation^ 
they were agreed to. These directed, that 
all bishops and preachers should instruct the 
people to believe the whole Bible, and the 
three. creeds — the apostle's, nicene, and atha- 
nasian ; interpret all things according to them, 
aiid in the very same words, and condemn all 
heresies contrary to them ; that they should 
instruct the people concerning the necessi- 
ty of baptism for infants as well as adults, 
and of penance — which consiisted in contri- 
tion, or an inward shame and sorrow for 
sin, because committed against God^ and 
in confession, and amendmient of life ; and 
4 
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that they shoald teach them that to penance 
must be joined the faith that God will forgive 
and justify^ not for the worthiness of human 
merits but for the only merits of the blood and 
passion of our Saviour^ Jesus Chrislt. 

They were also directed to instmct the 
people that they must bring forth the fruits of 
penance, in prayer, fasting, alms-deeds, resti- 
tution and satisfaction for wrongs done to 
others, with the various works of mercy, and 
charity, and obedience to God's comboand- 
ments, and that^ without these they could not 
be saved. 

The good works necessary to salvation were ' 
taught to be, ^^ not only outward, civil works, 
but the inward motions and graces of God's 
holy Spirit ; to dread, fear, and love him ; to 
have firm confidence in God ; to call upon him, 
and to have patience in all adversities, to hate 
sin, and have purposes and wills not to sin 
-again." 

By the same articles it was said, that images 
were useful to stir up devotion, but should not 
be worshipped. Praying to saints was en- 
couraged ; also sundry ceremonies, such as 
8i>rinkling holy water, giving holy bread, 
creeping to the cross on Good Friday^ &c. 
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&c. &c. Transubstantiation and auricular 
confession tvere 4. inculcated, together with 
praying for the souts of the departed ; but 
the idea of purgatory, so profitable to popery, 
was condemned. 

'Thus was the gold of truth mingled with 
the alloy of error. 

Though much rubbish was left, the refor- 
mation gained much by these articles: for 
four sacraments were passed over, scripture 
i^as appealed to as the standard, the fonnda- 
(ion of Christian faith Was truly stated, im- 
mediate worship of images and saints was 
• removed, and the trade of purgatory abolished. 
Beside these, several injunctions were pub- 
lished by virtue of the king's supremacy. 

The clergy were directed to inforti^ the 
people, that the bishop of Rome's usurped 
power had no ground in the law of God, and 
was for good reasons abolished ; and that the 
king's power Was, by the law of God, su- 
preme. 

They were not to extol images or relics, 
nor to exhort to pilgrimages^ but to instruct 
tie people to keep God's commandments ; to 
do works of charity ; to believe that God was 
better served by them when they staid at home: 
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and provideil for their familieA^ than Vfhf^ 
they M'eiit on pilgrimageghT-and that the mo- 
uies laid out upon tbese^ had better be given 
tojhe poor. • ^ 

They were to exhort the people tp teach 
their children the Lord^a prayer^ thecreed^ 
and the ten eommandments in English^ and 
were to explain these^ one article a day^ nntil 
all should be instructed : moreoTeri they 
were to take great care that the children 
should be brought up to some trade^ or way of 
living. ' 

They leere to instruct the people in good 
i^nd wholesome doctriite^; and not to pursue 
their own profit or interest^ so much as the 
glory of God^ and the good of souls. 

They were cautioned to avoid taverns^ &c 
and to give themselves to the stody of the 
scriptures ; and they w ere told to excel others 
in purity of life^ and to be examples of holi- 
ness. 

Every beneficed person who had twenty 
pounds income^ and did not rieside^ was re- 
quired to give the fortieth part to the poor of 
the parish. 

Every one whose income equalled one bun* 
dred pounds^ was required to support one 

\. 
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sekolatat the grammar tM^faooI or tmivemty^ 
and (me more for every additional hondredv 
This was intended as a nursery of clergymen. 

They were to keep Ibeir parsonage honse# 
in gdod repair, and, if necessary, to devote 
one fifth of their profits to that purpose. 

These injunctions were undoubtedly drawn 
up by Graumen He was illustrioun as a 
blessing and an example. His great industry 
Was Incessant in collecting, from the Bible, 
and from the ancient fathers,^nformation con^ 
oerning religion, that he might proceed with 
the best lights in the work of reformation. 
V But . long established error is not easily 
Moted out. i^atan will not give up his strong 
bolds without a battle. The people of Bti« 
gland, accustoined as a body to the doctrines 
of popery, not yet enlightened in the truth, and 
continually excited by the old clergy, were 
very much disposad to rebel. The pope had 
thundered against Henry, and these thunder-^ 
ings, though not so tetf ible as formerly^ werf 
not without some efl'ect. 

At length the storm, so long threatened^ 
burst forth. A rebellion broke out in Lin«> 
eolnshire, directed by a monk. Twenty 
thousand were gathered together^ but the 
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duke of Soffplli ^mll^ tHem, Imniediftte^ 
1;^ ihere wm % general and formidable rising 
ip the nortti, A great^ mQltita4e assem- 
Wed under one Aek* Thejr caUed tbeir_ 
Biarch, the pilgrimage of graee. ^^e^eral 
pnesta J^earing erossea weBtb^re them* In 
t^ir Hannera they 4iad the crucifix, with the 
five wonndia^ and a ckalioe } and each oiie 
wore in bis $leeYe> asa Ibadge^ an emblem oif 
the five wounds of Ghrist, with tlie name of 
Je6u$ wrought in the Dsidst.^ Tbia rising la 
Yorkshire^ encouraged ttiose in Lancashire^ 
DurJbam^ and Westmoreland, to aitn, but the^ 
were soon dispersed ; aud^ at last, though 
not without great trouble aud danger^^ th% 
northern tempert was laid. 

The 6upprej38i<Mi ^ monasteries was stiU 
going on, and, the farther the work progress- 
ad, the more iniquity was discovered^ Many 
signed confessiona of their guilt, of which one 
says, ^^ for their past ill life the pit of Hell was 
l^eady tp swallow them up-^they had neglect- 
ed the worship of God, and lived in idleness^ 
gluttony, and sensuality J' 

In one monastery were found as many re* 
lies as could be named in four sheets of paper ; 
among which was an angel, with one witig^ 
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Hiat brought over ihe spear^s head that piere- 
ed oar Saviour's side. There were also 
{blind some (^ the coals that roasted St» Law* 
reiice^ the parings of St Edmund's toe», St. 
TluNnas a Becket's pen*knife and boots, with 
as many pieces 1^ the cross t)f our Haviour as 
would make a large whole cross^ a piece of 
St. Andrew's finger set in an ounte of silver^ 
wkh a multitude of others of equal Veracity. 
Many of the ipa^ were broken; among 
which was one that, by means of springs, was 
made to move the h Ad, hands, and feet ; this 
had proved very profitable. Some of the blood 
of a duck was found in a phial, which was thick 
on one side and thin on the other ; the people 
were taught ^o believe this was the blood of 
Christ, and, on their payji^a considerable 
sum, the thin side of the phial was turned 
towwds them[, and they were permitted to see 
the blood.^ In Wales there was found a huge 
image of wood^ which was yisite^ by five or 
six Imndred pilgrims in one ^p|!ltome carried 
oxen and cattle, and some money, to induce 
the image to deliver their souls from HelL 
But the shrine of Thomas a Becket was most 
profitable. It was valued abundantly moi*e 
than the shrine ctf the Virgin Alary, or of 
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Chmt 5 fo^ io^ oije year, there WMol^red at 
Christie altar, Si. 2$. Sd.; at tte Virgin?» 63/, 
'0«« 6l2./ hut at TtiomAs's 8P^. iSir* 3d.-r-AiMl^ 
the next y ear j^ was offered at Ghri^t^S'-'- 
MtiTHiNG ; ;at the Virgin^s 4l» is. Bd»j b^t at 
Thomases 91^4/. 49. m, . A jubilee of 40 djays 
was ordained for Beck^, hy Rome, every 
fiftieth j'earf and iniu^nef was granted f& 
a22 that would visit kis shrine^, Inibe six^th 
jobilee, in 14^S0, one hundred thousand a^an* 
gers viaited his tomb, and with them^ an im- 
mense wi^aHh. H^nrydflerinined to unshrine 
and un.Miint hioi at once, for, heeausedhis 
shrine to be brpken down and earried away, 
his bone^ to be mii^led with others, »& Ui^ 
it would have been a miracle to have diaco^ 
vered them^ und.his nam? to b? strjocA out of 
ttie calendar, . 

And thus was the snperstition of England 
in regard to images and relics^ ejLtirpated, 
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CHAP. IIL 

The Bible published— -Injunctions to the clergy—- Craii* 
mer loses groand— Poperj gains an advantage— The 
six articIes-^Henry^S attachment to Cmnmer— Per* 
secntioB-^-Pmate^ persoiK alUmed Bit>Ie8<-»New ar- 
ticIesh-Preewill— Second edition of the Bible— State 
of Scotland^— Injunctions' laid by Bonner^^Preaching 
of the friars— Written sermons. 

GOULD the depravity of man invade the 
Heaven of Heavens/ it wouM darken the 
splendors of that bright abode. Whatever it 
toaches it contaminaies. The gospel came 
from the hand isf its Aatfaor pare lis the bowers 
<if Eden^ but man yielding to the voice c^the 
tempter^ has ever defiled and perverted it ; 
making the messenger of mercy, a shedder of 
blood — ^tfae angel of pnrity, a patron of crime* 
The church of Rome has been adorned with 
a Fenelon^ a Pascal, and a Massillon ; she 
has now in her bosom some who are like 
diamonds amid abounding rubbish ; and many, 
we hope, have passed through her to rest ; but 
we can bav^ no fellowship with her abomina- 
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tions. The work of refbrmation advances^ 
and we rejoice to perceive it. Who that has 
"lirHndered amid the darkness pf nighty but has 
hniled with rapture the full-orbed moon^ rising 
from behiiid the clouds that surrounded it, 
and pouring it^ reflected radiance upon the 
gloomy path ? 

In 1538, an editiou of the Bible was finish- 
ed in liondon, and the king gave his warrant 
allowing all his subjects to read it, without 
control or hazard. Cranmer rejoiced that he 
saw this ^' day of reformation, which he con- 
cluded was now risren in England, since the 
light of God's word did shine over it without 
^ <)lpud.'' The printing of this edition was 
commenced in Paris, but, thongh the king^of 
France gave his permission, the clergy caused 
the press to be stopped^ and most of the copies 
to be seized, and publicly burnt ; in conse- 
ijuence of which, the workmen and forms were 
carried over to England. ^ Injunctions were 
fiven to all incumbent clergymen* to provide 
one of these Bibles, and set it up publicly in 
tlie church, and to encourage all to read it as 
the true and lively word of God. All were 
exhorted not to contend about it. At the same 
time it was ordained^ that, in every churchy 
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there sliouM fee a sermmi^ every quarter of a ' 
year^ at least, to declare to the people the true 
^spel of Christy and to exhort them to the 
works of charity, ^merqy, and fkith. More- 
over, the clergy were directed to instruct the 
people in the principles of religion, by teach- 
ing the creed,; the Lord's prayer, and the ten 
commandments, in English y and to inform 
them that they had 1)et;ter omit the prayers to 
the saints, than neglect the prayers to God « 

But the king was a stedfast believer in tran- 

^ substantiation, and, set on by Gardiner, he 

persecuted those who denied the truth of it, 

under the name of sacramentaries. One of 

these, Lambert, was burtit; 

Crannier's influence at court begati. to di- 
minish, and that of the papists to gain ground* 
The princes of Germany, who were leaders 
of the reformation, applied to Henry to unite 
with them, accept the Augsburgh confession^ 
and become the patron of their league.:; but 
Gardiner, and fhe other Romans, strove haid 
to prevent this union, and finally succeeded* 
Melancthon wrote the king a long letter, en- 
couraging him to proceed in the good wOrk of 
reformation. 
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The holy cause began seiisibiy to waver, 
la 15399 ®i^ popkb articles w^re eBacted' ia 
jparliament* Oranmer argued loag agamst 
them^ but, sucb was tfae weight of his eoe- 
Hiies, without effect. These deqlar^d — 

ist* l^at in the sacrament of the altur^ 
after the consecration, there remained tfo sub- 
stance of bread ^and' wine, but thaiit, under, 
these forms, the natural body and bipod of 
Christ were present. ' .^ ' 

Sd. That commdhion in both kind^ was 
not necessary to salration to ail persons, by 
the law of God ; but that both tfae flesh and 
blood of Christ were together, in each of the 
kinds. 

3d. That priests, after the order of priest- 
hood, might not marry by the law of God. 

4sth. That vows of chastity ought to be ob- 
served, by the law of God» 

6th. That the use of private mai^ses ought 
to be continued, which, as it w>s agreeable to 
God's laW; 80 men received great benefit by 
them. 

6th. That auricular confession was expe- 
dient and necessary, and ought to be retained 
In the church. 
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It was ordained that persons denying the 
Jlrst of these articles sbouldr be burnt as here- 
ties^ |nd forfeit their estates^ and that those 
denying the other article^^ should suSbr death 
as felons. 

When this bill was about to jiass the house 
of lords^ the king, who knew how displeasing 
it was to Grantner^ desired him to withdraw ; but 
4hat faithful soldier of Jesus humbly excused 
himself, for he felt bound in conscience to re- 
main and oppose it* 

Great was the Joy of the papists, and strong 
th^ir hopes of revenge ; but there is a God 
who directeth the storm^ 

Henry, apprehending that Cranmer would be 
cast down at the passage of this act, treated 
him with great tenderness. He sent for him^ 
and told him he had heard how great and 
how learned his oppositioil was, and desired 
him to put -all his arguments in writing, that 
he might read them* By various other means 
he endeavored to assure him ctf his esteem and 
favor. 

In fact, such was the estimation in which 
the king held Cranmer^ on account of his su- 
prrior integrity of character, as well as mild- 
ness, learning^ and eloquence, that he always 
6 
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xegardecl liim with, attachment White ift 
would allow no other to oppo4e'the violence 
•f his passionsyGranmerdid it \|^ith impynity. 

Bat, though the chief of the Veformei's 
escaped the fury of this act, it fell heavily 
Vpon others* In a very little time five hmi. 
dred persons were involved in breach of sta- 
tute, and put in prison ; but the king was 
prevailed upon to pardon them. Latimer 
and Shaxton, two rcfforming bishops, resigned 
their sees. 

Notwithstanding the increasing influence of 
.popery, Granmer procured leave for private 
persons to buy Bibles, and keep them in their 
houses* Gardiner opposed this, and atgiied 
against it in the presence of the king ; hut 
Henry took him up sharply, and told him 
Granmer w^as an old and experienced captain, 
and not tp be troubled by freshmen and no- 
vices. 

It was a wonjierful Providence that thus 
made Granmer, the master spirit, capabte of 
ruling the turbulent Henry. We can look to 
no other than an Almighty cause ; for the refor- 
mer appears never to have swerved from duty, 
or descended to any thing like a surrender of 
faithfulness, in order to retain his influence. 
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Inj3eed, he, more tfaan once^ intrepidly threw 
hi^^elf^ as a, shield^ between the monarch and 
the object of hi^ hate ; thus sustaining his integ- 
rity at tlie hazard of his. life. An instance of 
tbisoeeuiTed oh the fall of Grom well ; Craomer 
interposed to save bim^ but h« interposed in 
vaju. In Grotaw-ell the reformation lost an 
important friends 

A. 1>. 1540, a commission sat about reli- 
gion. Their first business was to draw up a 
dttclaratioB of Christian doctrine. In l^iis, 
they clearly and folly set forth justification by 
faith, and its attendant works. They explaiii- 
ed the apostles' creed, and defined thesa«i*a- 
ments. Cranmer would fain have reduced 
ihe number to two, but popery prevailed and 
retained the seven. They also explained the 
^mmandments : Gardiner wii^hed to leave 
out^part of the second, and succeeded in some 
degree. Moreover, they explained the Lord's 
prayer, and the Ave Maria. On the subject 
of free-will, they said *^ it must be in man, 
else, all precepts and exhortations were to no 
purpose : but, they said, the grace of God Was 
necessary ; and they warned all preachers so 
to moderate themselves in this high point, that 
they neither should so preach 4he jjrac« ot: 
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Crod^ as to take away free-will ; nor so extol 
free-will as that injury might b^ dope to the 
grace of God.'^ :^ 

Bat, though the doctrines of reformation 
were thus substantially progressing, the |mi- 
pists, having the power^ determined to perse- 
cute Ihe heretics, as they galled all who* 
savored of Luther's opinion* Accordingly 
many were burnt at the stake* 

In the 38d year of Henry, a new impression 
of the Bible was finished, and he, by procla- 
mation, required all curates and parishionersy 
of every town and parish, to provide them- 
seU'cs a copy of it before All-hallow^s-tide, 
enacting a penalty of forty shillings for every 
month that should elapse after that, until they 
were supplied. Some of these Bibles were 
chained to pillats in the church at London, 
wil^h an exhortation written, admonishing all 
that came thither, to read i' that they should 
lay aside vain-glory, hypocrisy, and all other 
corrupt affections, and bring with them discre- 
tion, good intentions, charity, reverence, and 
a quiet behavior, for the edification of their 
own souls ; but not to draw multitudes after 
them : nor to make expositions of what they 
read ; nor to read aloud, nor make noise in 
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time of divine service ; nor ent^r into dis- 
putes concerning^ it/^ But the people came 
generally to heat the scriptures read ; and 
sock as could read, and hud clear voices^ came 
often with great crowds around tliem. Many 
sent their children ta school, that they might 
carry them to St. PauPs, and bear them read 
the scriptures. And many could scarce re- 
frain from disputing, especially when they 
read of the institution of the saci^ament, and 
saw the comraand-^Z^rtwA' ye all of this ; a 
command which militated so directly against 
the popish mode of administration ; also, v\Jien 
they saw PauPs discourse against having 
worship in an unknown tongue. Bonner 
complained, and threatened to remove the Bi* 
bles out of the churchy if the people continued 
to abuse so high a favor. 

While these tbiiigs were proceeding in 
England, some' light began ta beam amid the 
cloud of superstition enveloping Scotland. 
Having received her learning an4 learned men 
fr4)m France, she still 'continued closely con- 
nected with that kingdom. Tru« religion had^ 
from age to age, been persecuted. In 1407^ 
John' Resby, a WickliflBte, was burnt ; aiidf 

in 143% John Crew, a Hussite. Toward the . 

' 3* 
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close of the 15th ce&tuvy^ manjr LolUrds 
were fooiid in the western parts, bordering oo 
fingland^ among whom were «ieveral persons 
of quality ; of these, some were qaestioned^ 
but discharged. Patrick Hamilton, a man of 
noble blood, having adopted and preached 
Luther's doctrine, was burned^ with many 
others. 

But, notwithstanding these violent pro- 
ceedings, the doctrines of reformation spread* 
Many, by reading the scriptures, arrived at a 
knowledge of the truth ; and tlie noise of what 
was doing in England, led others to inquire 
'Concerning religion* 

The Scotch king yielded himself a prey to 
Inxory and extravagance. The popish priests^ 
generally, were ignorant and dissolute. The 
bishop of Dunkeld, reproving one of bis clergy 
for being a zealous preacher, told him ^^ he 
^hanked 6t)d he had lived well these many 
yearS) and never knew either the Old or New 
Testament ;. and if the other would trouble 
himself with these fantasies, he would repent 
it when he could not help it.'^ No pains 
were taken to instruct the people^ and no 
riiUdien were catechised. 
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Hemy rejieatedly endeavored to bring tbs 
king of Scotland into a league with hint 
agaiust the pope ; but in vain. Persecution 
still raged^bnt^rtbe blood of i^be martyrs was 
the seed of the church." 

In ld4S^ the popish party ia England, made 
another attempt to prevent the circulation of 
the scriptures. They pretended that the ex* 
isting translation was erroneous, tfnd asked 
kave to prepare a new one. They also pro- 
posed publishing a partial translation, leaving 
litany words in Latin, lest the people shoald 
wrest them to heresy ; bat Granmer perceived 
their object was to do that covertly, which^ on 
account of the king's determination to have the 
Bible in the hands of his subjects, they did 
not dare attempt openly ; and 1^ succeeded in 
disappcmiting them. 

Several injunctions were laid on his clergy, 
by Bonner, bishop of London, in the 84itb 
year of Henry. These were^ no doubt, drawn 
by Cranmerji and imposed by the king. Among 
them were the following: 

Ttuit every clergymaii should read and 
study a chapter of the Bible every day, with 
the exposition of the gloss, or some approved 
doctor ; which, having once studied, he should 
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retain mliis memory, ready to give an acconi^t 
'of it to the bishop, or any whom be should ap- 
point. 

That the clergy should instruct the chil- 
dren of their several parishes, and teacli fhemi 
to read English, that they might know how to 
l>elieve, and pray, and live according to the 
will of Grod. 

That they should reconcile all who were 
in enmity, and, in that respect, be a good ex- 
ample to others. 

That twice every quarter, they should de- 
clare the seven deadly sins, and the ten com* 
maudments. « 

That no plays or interludes should be acted 
in the churches; 

That no priest should go but in his habit. 

That no priest should use unlawful games,, 
or go to ale-houses ,or taverns, but upon aH 
urgent necessity .^ 

That they should often exhort their pa- 
rishioners to make no private contracts o£ 
marriage. 

No bowling or drinking to be allowed by 
keepers of taverns, under pain of excommuni- 
cation^ 
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TV^ they fiboald exhort ilie people to ab«tftia 
from scoldingy bick-biting^elaoderuig, lyings 
and eur^ing, witb other sinst 

That no prieit f hould preach the semoii o£ 
another maD^ which had i^eed written within 
the last two er three hundred years ; butthat^ 
when they preached, they should explain the 
gospel and epistle of the day^ according to the 
mind of some approved doctor of the church. 
That there should be no lUiling in sermons ; 
but tlie p^adier should calmly and discreetly 
set forth the excellencies df virtue* and the 
viTeness of sin; and should explain t)ie prayers 
alid ceremonies. That there should be no 
fables or stories recited^ for the truth of which 
some good writer could not be produced ; and 
that^ wb^n the«ermon was ended, the preacher 
should, in a few words, recite again the pith 
and effect of it, and add thereunto, |is he should 
think good. ^ 

In the days of popery there were very, few 
sermons except in lent ; f or the discourses on 
holy days were generally panegyrics of saints 
or relics. In lent the^ode of preaching was 
more solemn and serious ; and the friars, who 
maintained their credit chiefly by their per- 
foimances at that lique, used all the force of 
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, their skill a»di industry, to raisert^ peopIaiBto 
fae^^ by {las^ioixate abd affecting diseourses. 
Tb^ir tbemesgeoierally were^ abatinenoe^ con- 
. fesi^iooy. corporal severitieat indulgeocies, piU 
^rimnges^ eoriebiog of tbrin^s^ Jicc. Very 
littla i»as ^4 about vice or holiuiBss^ or the 
Wonderful love of Christ, by which men sliouM 
be drawn to obey him. The chief tiesign was 
rather to create an excitement, which they 
knew bow to manage, than to work a re- 
formation in their hearers. So ipiany fables 
were mingled with divine truth, that tborwholu v 
became ^trav^gant. 

These things being so, the reformers stu- 
died with all possible care to instr4ii5ttb& 
people in the fundamental principles of Chris* 
tkinity. Some of the new preachers were 
l^olent in their zeal, and indiscreet in their 
reflections on the opposite party ; but, now 
that the reformation had made greater pro- 
gress^ much pains were taken to send eminent 
men over the^ nation; not confining them te 
particnlar charges, but sending them, with the 
king's licence, up and down to many places. 
Provision was made too for the people's daily 
instruction ; ai|d as a sufficient number of 
good preachers eoald not be obtained, a vo- 
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hLVB^ was prilited^ cdosistidg of homilies, iMr 
j^Iain pmctical paraphrases on the epistles anaV. 
gospels of the Sundays and holidays ; to which 
were acfded sermons tm christenings, wed- 
dings, and fnnerals ; and directions were given 
that these should be read in the congregations' 
hy isueh as were not licensed to pleach. 

Those who were licensed being oQen accots- 
ed on account of their sermons, and <x)mplaiiits 
being made to the king by violent men on both 
^des, the eustpm of writing and reading ser- 
'«ons was introduced. From hence the read- 
ing of sermons grew in ta a ^practice in the 
ehurch of England, ^^ in \vhich if there was 
liot that beat and fire, which the friars had 
shewed in their declamations, so that the pas- 
sions of the hearers we^ not so much wrought 
on by it f yet it has produced the greatest trea- 
sure of weighty, grave, and solid sermons, 
that ever the church of God bad ; which does 
in a great measure, compensate that seeming 
fatness to vulgar ears, that is in the deliver- 
ing of them/^ 

Plays and interludes had been sometimes 
acted in the churches, in order to ridicule the 
monks and popish clergy, but this was con- 



d by Google 



60, 



j|pfniiecl by %t p\mn refwinefS) ihon^h li WM< 
^mcauraged by pqUtic men. 



d by Google 



CHAP IV. 

Cranmer's inilustry andsound judgment — Ills success 
— Persons who raiglit read the Bible — Persecution- 
Attempt on Cranmer-^His forgiving temper — Ex- 
tra<its from the canon law of Rome — Translation of 
part, of the service — Reforming bishops appointed-— 

Persecution — Design upon Cranmer— Frustrated by 

Henrj— Henry's death- • . 

IT is useful to contemplate these strug* 
glings toward liberty of conscience — this set- 
tling down towards a permanence of religious 
order. Who that beholds the sufferings of 
the reformers^ but must feel thankful that he 
is permitted to' sit beneath the spiritual vine^ 
with n6ne to molest or make him afrai^ ; that 
he is allowed to worship as the Bible teachea 
him, with none to interpqse betweeo his con- 
science and his God« 

Cranmer was never idle ; and all his exer- 
tions were devoted to forwarding the holy 
cause. He did not despair because hecouiil 
not effect every thing ; neither was he so rash 

as to expect all at once* His enemies w^rc 
,> 6 
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powerful ; bat be knew there was Otie inigbtier 
thajii thej^ between the cherubim — and in that 
One be trusted. 

In 1543, he procured tbe passage of an act, 
lessening, in some degree, the seyerity of the 
act of the Six articles ; delivering Che laity from 
the hazard of burning, and subjecting the 
olergy threreto only on the third conviction. 
This was gained ^ith great difficulty, and not 
without a proviso placing all at the mercy of 
the king. 

By this act, Tindal's notes to bis ttansla^ 
tion were condemned, as^ welt as some other 
books. Every nobleman,, gentleman, mer- 
chant that was ah householder, noblewoman, 
or gentlewoman^ was allowed to read the 
Bible, or have it read to them : but no womaui 
or artificers, apprentices, journeymen, serving* 
men under the degree of yeomen, hnsbaud- 
men, er yeomen, were permitted to read it. 
All were allowed to read the ^^ necessary eru- 
dition of a Christian man,'^ with the psalter, 
primer, pater-noster, the ave, and the creed, 
in £ngUsh. >ione.mig1it read or expound 
the scriptures in any assemlily, without li- 
cense from the king» 
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T)iiring this year, the flame of persecutioa 
broke out afresh, and several reformers were 
burnt at Windsor. The train of destruction 
was laid around Cranmer, but the king re- 
vealed ilHa him, and delivered him from it. 
The king was disposed to punish the plotters, 
bat Cranmer would not urge himw In fact, 
he Was so much in the habit of doing good for 
evil, that it was generally said, "the way to 
get his favor is to do him ao injury .^^ In this 
instance, he forgave all his enemies, and 
treated them with kindness* Not long after^ 
he made application to Henry to procure a 
&vor for one of them ; the unceremonious 
monarch told him that man was a knave, and 
his mortal enemy; and bade him, when he 
saw the man next, call him a knave to his 
face : Cranmer answered, that such language 
did not become a bishop ; but Henry sullenly 
commanded him to do it : However, his piety 
was such, that he could not obey so harsh a 
command. When these things came to be 
known, all acknowledged that his behavior was 
suitable to the example and doctrine of the 
meek and lowly Saviour, and well became so 
great a bishop, and sueh a reformer of tbe^ 
idbristian religion. 
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Cranmer often pressed witB great vebemence 
the drawing up a body of ecclesiastical Ikws 
for England, ihe canon law of Rome then in 
force, being, in many respeets^ not only im- 
proper, but blasphemous, as, will b^'feeen by 
the following extracts— viz : 

"He that acknowledgeth not himself to be 
* under the bishop of Rome, and that the bishop' 
of Rome is ordained by God to have primacy 
over all the world, is an heretic, and cannot 
be saved, nor is not of the flock of Christ. 

"All the decrees of the bishop of Rome 
ought to be kept perpetually of every liian^ as 
God's word spoken by Ihe mouth of St. Peter j 
and whosoever doth not receive them, they 
blaspheme the Holy Ghost, and shall have 
no forgiveness. 

" The see of Rome hath neither spot nor 
wrinkle in it^ nor cannot err. 

^^ Nothing may be done against him that 
appealeth unto Rome. 

^^ The bishop of Rome may be judged of 
none, but of God only ; for although he neither 
regard his own salvation, nor no man's else, 
but draw down with himself innumerable 
, people by heaps unto Hell, yet may no mortal 
man in this world presume to reprehend him $ 
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forasmacb as he is ealled God, he may not be 
judged of man^ for God may be judged of no 
man. ^ 

^^ The bkbop of Rome may open and shut^ 
Heaven unto men. 

'^ The see of Rome receiveth holy men, ot 
else maketti them holy. 

^^ It appertainetb to the bishop of Rome to 
judge which oaths ought to be kept^ and which 
not. 

^' Whosoever teaeheth or tbinketh of the sa- 
« -craments^ otherwise than the see of Rome doth 
teach and observe, be excommunicate. 

'^ He is no manslayer that slayeth a man 
which is excommunicate. 

{' A penitent person can have no remission 
of bis sin, but by supplication of the prie sts.'' 

Surely this is ' exalting himself above all 
that is callpd Goi^ and as God sitting in the 
v^ temple of God J 

^ la 154*, Heary ordered that the prayers 
for the processions, and the litanies, should be 
translated i^^to English. This was peculiar* 
ly pleasing to the reformers, as they hoped 
that all the other oflBoes would follow, and 
the whole service be enjoyed in the vulgw 
touguet 
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In lfi45, Granmeir was sireogtbened hjjr the 
appointment of seveml reforming bishops. 

In 1546, an arrangement was matle, be- 
tween the king and the French admiral Anne- 
bault^ for carrying on the reformation in both 
England and France. It was agreed that 
the mass should be changed^ for a commu-^ 
nipn^ and Granmer was ordered to draw up a 
form of it — ^bat tUs fell to the ground. 

Henry flew again into one of his angry fits 
against i^he reformers^ and a new persi'Gution 
commenced. During this^ Bhaxton recanted^ , 
and Anne Askew^ with several others, was 
burnt. 

But Granmer was as the apple of the king's 
eye. A tiew design was set on foot against 
him, fltndthe king pretended to accede to it^ 
in order to ascertain how far the accusers 
would go ; therefore, he gave permission for 
them^ to summon him before the council ; but, 
during the night previous, sent for him, and 
made known the plot : Granmer, with great 
candor^ and honest simplicity, offered himself 
for trial, and requested that judges might be 
appointed. The king told him he was '' a 
fool that looked tb his own safety so little — 
did he think false witnessctfi would not be pro^ 
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cured ?^-r4herefiire, since he did not take care 
of himself^ he would see 4o U/^ He gave him 
bb seal-riug^ and directed him to is^faew that 
to his eiiemies, if they proceeded improperly 
in council, v In the morning Cranmer was 
fiunamoaed. H^ waa kept tvaiting at the door 
of the council cfaatpher^ until a message from 
the king made tfaeDd call him in, but when, ai 
length, he shewed them the ring, they were 
thrown into great confusion, and ran instantly 
to the king to ;beg bid pardon. The king 
ehid them sharply, and protested by the fkith 
he owed to God, laying his hand on his Bible, 
that if k prince could be obliged by his sub-^ 
ject, he .was by the archbishop : and that he 
took him to betibe most faithful subject he had^ 
and the person to whom he was most be* 
hotden:'-— sayings morjeover, he would not 
suilbr men who were so dear to him to be 
handled in r that fashion, and commanding 
them all to be reconciled to Cranmer. 

Thus, while the lesser props of the reforma- 
tion were assaulted witbaUt mercy, its main 
pillar wal continually preserved. Truly, it 
is the Lord^ doings and marvellous in our 
eyes. * 
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Ai len^b^ 4be long a»cl eventful reign o| 
Henry drew near its plose. His argomentt 
and bis quavrels with papistSy and witb pro* 
testants, approached their final termination. 
He^iad been so^mnch like a cloud suspended 
between two islantU^ and discharging its fury 
alternately at e^ch, that his life was not very 
desirable to any. In 1647 be died. He was 
undoubtedly a man of strong mind, richly en- 
dowed^ but his passions were indiscriminate 
as tigers ; they deviHired whatever came in 
their way. Hetnigfat have been as a ferti- 
lizing river to the whole land, hut be was 
rather a capricious torrent, tearing away bud- 
ding fields and blooming gardens, as well k% 
thorny rubbish and useless rocks. Instead of 
a positive, be was a negative blessing, and it 
was only by the Most Higb overruling his 
iniquities, that be b^ame tbe first royal pro* 
i)i<»terofreformationiQ Bngland. 
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CHAP.V. 

ting Edwar^— Germany — &cfqpnation urged on— 
, Want of clergymen— Homilies prepared — Ignorance 
of the peoples-Articles and injunctions^— Mary op- 
poses the reformation— Laws against heretics repeal* 
ed — Mode of choosing tTishop^-^Commissi^n appoint- 
ed to revise the liturgy — Germany — Popish rites 
abolished — Images destroyed, 

yROM Henry ^s tomb there sprang forth 
a vine, which, though tender in age, was 
Beautiful in promise, and rich in fruit as the 
Glusters of EshcoL - The hills were covered ,y 
with the shadow of it, and the bonghs thereof 
were like the goodly cedars. It passed away, 
but its memorial lived, fresh to the view of 
each succeeding generation, atid fragrant even 
now as the odours o£ sweet incense. Edward,^ 
the Jo^iah of England, succeeded his father. 
He was only nine years old, when he began to 
reign, and, by the will of his father, was 
placed under the care of sixteen counsellors, 
who were to govern the- kingdom until the 
completion of his 18th year. Of these coun- 
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sellors, Granmer was, blessed be Gocl^ cbi«f 
in influence. One of them^ who was Edi* 
ward's nncle^ the earl of Harford, wag made 
lord protector, and created duke of Somerset. 

Henry, unsettled in mind, and anxious, per^ 
haps, to cling to every thing ihat might whis^ 
per of hope, hatt, in his last days, giveo 
directions, that masses should be said for his 
souL This tbe reformers opposed for two 
reasons^-^^lst Because it would be a bad 
example to the people; and, fid. Because he 
himself had purposed to change the mass into 
a communion. 

A^ soon as the people discoTered that 
Granmer had so great influenee with the new 
^ing ; and that the exeeutora generally favor^ 
4id the reformation, they gave a loose to their 
unbidden zeal, and began to pull down the 
images in the churches. In this ihey were 
met by ^he opposition of therapists, especial- 
ly of Gardiner. 

Theprotestants of Germany made applica- 
tion to the council for help. Gharles dth was 
aiming at universal empire, and, as a cloak^ 
pretended his only object was the suppression 
of heresy. But, the French and the Turks 
being opposed to him^ he proceeded cautiously^ 
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#m)eav<iuriiig to k^p good terms, as well with 
the refofsaers as wHh the see of Rome* To 
gaia the protestant princes, he agreed to Hie 
edict of %pire, providing that no one should 
be molested on account of bis religion, until a 
free council had decided the points in dispute ; 
^nd, to gain the poi^e be agreed that tb^re 
should be a eouncU at Trent, and that be 
would compel all the princes to submit to iti 
decrees. The council of Tr^nt sat, the per- 
fect creature of tht^ pope ; for a few bishops 
and abbots, with his legates at their faead^ 
usurped the title of a catholic counciK 

Perceiving themselves betrayed, the princes 
began to prepare for their defence, and, as one 
ineans^ made an application to England. 
The council voted tbem fifty thousand crowtts.\ 

The leaders of the papists in England were^ 
Gardiner, Bonner and Towstal. They con^ 
iended that all farther reformation should be 
delayed until the king became of age, but 
Cranmer and the protector were resolved to 
press OB the work at once. However they 
were williirg to proceed slowly and not hazard 
too much. 

Such was the weakness and irreligion of 
manyof the popii^h bishops^ that they cared 
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but litrte what was uppermost so they reta^ili^d 
their liviags. True they preferred popery, 
because that enoiuraged their main support^ 
ignorance, but they determined t Jl wim with 
the current, aud, aecordingt]^, declared for rfe- 
formation, as did the Komi^h clergy gene- 
rally. 

The reformers were much discouraged, by 
the want of "a sufficieot number of pious, learn- 
ttti clergymen. To remedy this evil they 
drew up several homilies^ (m* sermons, on the 
most essential doctrine^ and duties of r^tigiod, 
in order that they miglit be reail in the church- 
es throughout Knglaud, ^they also eudea- 
voured to supply the |>eople with such other 
books as might help tp an uuderstauding of 
the scriptures ;^ besides, they selected the most 
eminent preachers and aent them to take the 
tour of the country.. These preachers accom- 
panied the visitors, who, after the example of 
thote sent by Henry, traversed the dioceses^ 
with injunctions to be obeyed, and articles t6 
be observed. 

All these measures were necessary ; for the 
majority of the people regarded the priests as 
having power to save their souls by some se- 
cret trick or charm, such as that to which 
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mountebanlcs pretend in attempting id cure 
diseases^ and they appeared to think that no 
more was requisite of them, than to leave 
themfielves in the hands of the clergy. • Some 
were Autiuomians« Therefore, the homilies 
aimed at hoth these errors,. ascribing salvation 
wholly to Christ ; and iitculeating the absolute 
necessity of a holy life. 

Aa a help to expounding the New Testa- 
ment, Era^tmus's paraphrase was translated, 
and an order was given that every parish 
ohorch should possess a copy of it^ along 
with the Bible. 

Among the articles and injunctions sent out, 
were the following, * vizr : That the curates 
should take down such of the -images in the 
churches as they knew encouraged abuses by 
being the object of pilgrimages or offerings. 
That in the confessions during lent, they 
jdhould examine the people, and ascertain 
whether they could recite tlte elements of reli- 
gion in the English language. That at high 
mass, they should read the epistle and gospel 
in English ; and every Sunday and holy day 
should read at mattins, one chapter out of the 
Kew Testament, a<id, at even-song, another 
out of tlie Old, in English, That the curates 
7 
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should ofteir visit the sick^ and comfort them 
with passages of scripture lo English. That 
there should be no more processions about 
churches. That the litany^ formerly said in 
the processions^ should be «aid in the quire in 
English. That holy days should be spent ib 
offices of devotion j^ and npt in riot and idleness. 
That none should commune who were sit en. 
mity with their neighbors. That the people 
should be taught not to despise any ceremonies 
yet remaining ; but to beware of the supersti- 
tion of sprinkling their beds with holy water^ 
or the ringing of belk^ or using blessed can- 
dles to drive away devils. That all monu- 
ments of idolatry should be removed 4nit of 
the walls and windows of churches. That 
there should be a pulpit in every church 
for preaching. That there should be a chest 
with a hole in it for receiving the alms of the 
people^ and that they should be exhorted to 
give to the poor, the money they formerly 
spent upon pilgrimages, decking of images, 
&c. That the homilies should be read. That 
prayer should be offered for the governors. 
That souls departed should be prayed for thus, 
viz t-r^that, at the last day, we, with them, 
may rest both body and soul, &c. &c. These 
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1e be observecl on pain of excdtnmunicatiott, 
sequestration, or (lepnvatioq. The bishops 
were to see them put In execution, and were 
themselves, /to preach four times in a year. 
Moreover, it was ordained, that their chap- 
lain^ should be able to preach God's Word, 
ami be made to labor often in it ^ and, that or- 
' ders sb6uld be given to none but such as would 
faithfully labor ; and that, if any neglected so 
to %o, they should be punish^d^ and thteir 
licenses recalled. 

Bonner objected to the injnnction$ ; though 
be afterwards eonsented* He was 'sent for 
SQme titne to the VIeet prison. Gardiner also 
objected, declaring both the injunctions and 
the bomilies, contrary to the word of God. 
However, his temper, on this occasion, was 
more like that of a Christian, and a bishop, 
than at any other time. He professed a rea- 
diness to give np the world, &c. The council 
sent him also to the Fleet. 

Some thought justification was explained 
with too much nicety in the homilies, and that 
the people, to whom they were to be read, 
would not be profited; but Cranmer contend- 
ed, that the explanation was necessary, in con- 
sequence of the erroneous impresdon, vexy 
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generally existing;, that men could Uuy Heavett 
with their charities. 

The reformation had a powerful enemy in 
Mary, the sister of Edward. She was a kind 
of rallying paint to the papists, and she insist- 
ed that the council ought to leave all things as 
they were untiithe king became of age. They 
answered by informing her, that Henry him- 
self intended carrying on the reformation, and 
regretted very much that he must die before 
it was finished ; declaring at the «ame time, 
that she ought not ^' to esteem true religion, and 
the knowledge of th& scriptures, new fatigled- 
ness or fantasie.'' Moreover, she was desi^d 
to turn the leaf, and look on the other side, and, 
with the assistance of an humble spirit, and 
the grace of God, to consider the matter better* 

The parliament which sat in Jfovember, 
1547? Tepeale<J all the severe laws on the sub- 
ject of religion, especially those concerning 
Lollardies, and the act of the six articles. 

Cranmer exhorted the clergy, in convoca-^ 
lion, to give themselves much to the study of 
the scriptures, and to consider seriously what 
things were in the cliurch that needed refor- 
mation, in order that all the popish trash, yet 
femaiuing, might be cast out. 
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it was ordained that the sacraments should 
be administered in both kingdoois, according 
to the primitive custom/ and that/ the priest 
sbi)iild not commune alone^ as had become the 
practice* Moreover, that, the day before every 
sacrament, the priest should exhort the com- 
municants to prepare themselves for it. Giv- 
ing the people the bread only had grown put 
of the doctrine of transubstantiation, accord- 
ing to which, Christ was in every crumb of 
bread, and, of course, those who ate the brea.d, 
bad the blood with the fleshy, and needed not 
the wine. 

All private masses were put down. These 
lifd become very profitable to the priests, being 
offered for rain^ for heaUh^ and all other bless- 
ings^ as well as for the dead. 

The mode of choosing bishops was changed 
from Conge d^Elire, to appointments b; king's 
letters patent :-— after which they were to be 
consecrated. 

In primitive days, bishops were chosen^ 
and ordained, by other bishops, as Timothy 
and Titus by Paul. Afterwards, when the 
church was esta||j|shed, under 4he emperors^ 
the [M^ople v^ted by multitudes in the electioa 

of bishops. This being found a great incon- 
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venieiice, from the tutnatts tiiat occasionally 
took place^ the inferior clergy chose their 
bishops; l)ut^ generally, the bishops of the 
provinee hiade the clioice, yet in such manner 
as to obtain the consent of the clergy anA 
people^ and sobject to the will of the emperor. 
This dependence on the tempoml prince, the 
pope destroyed, ordaining that the ertnons 
secular and regular^ should chuse their bishops^ 
and that this choice iifaould be confirmed at 
Rome. King Henry bad continued the mode 
of election by the clergy, only potting him- 
self in the pllice of the pope, to confirm 6r . 
annul; but now it was thought more ingenur 
ous for the king to iromtnute the bish^ 
directly, than under the' then covert of an itu 
voluntary election. 

Kcclesiastical courts too, were appointed to 
be held in the king's tiame. Thes^ had charge 
of wills and marriages. But the collation of 
benefices, and giving of orders, which were in 
fact the chief part of the episcopal function, 
were still to be performed by the bishops in 
their own names. 

It was resolved that a UHnerous body of 
bishops,' and other divines, should set at 
Windsor, to revise the church service. It 
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was also decided^ that the clei^gy might 
marry, 

In.G^rmatiy^ the emperor gained great ad'L 
vaqtages. The diike of Saxe retired to his 
Bible^ and the bishop of Colen to a peaceful 
home— ^both left him the field. In a diet at 
Aogsbuiigh^ a decree . was passed submitting 
religion wholly to his care. But he strove in 
vain to induce the council of Trent^ then sit- 
ting^ to reform abuses*. One object he . wished 
to attain was raisingthe authority of the bishops 
to its primitive height^ from which it had been 
dep^ressed in order the more readily to exalt 
the pope ; but he„ labored against the wind. 
J^e council determined to get rid of his im*^ 
ppriunities, and removed its sitting to Bologna^ 
a town in jthe pope's dominions. 

One of the German reformers, Peter Martyr, 
formerly ai^ Augustinian monk, sought refuge 
in England. 

On the 4th of January^ 1548, Gardiqer was 
brought before the council ; he promised to 
conform himself, e:!^cept so far as respected the 
homily on justification. Of this h^ desired 
four or five days to consider. W'mt his final 
answer wiu«^does not appear,^ but he was 
allowed to pT io his diocese, where he mani- 
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fested^ in all hifi( behaviour, greiit inalignity 
toward CrattHier, and the reformation. Yet 
!Je made sttch outward compUance; that ugf 
charge couJd be found against him. j / 

There was much, contradietion in the se# 
iQons throughout ^ngland ; for, whereas some 
were for retaining the old rites, others were 
for abolishing them altogether, so that, by this 
diversity of teaching, the hearers were dis- 
tracted. The country people genially loved 
the shows, processions, and assemblies, a$ 
things of diversion, atnd thought it a dull bu- 
siness to go to church for nothing but difine 
worship and the hearing of sermons : others 
regarded those fooleries as contrary to HL 
gravity and simplicity of the Ohrisiian reli- 
gion, and too much like heathen plays and 
idolatrous festivities. 

At length, Cranmer procured an order, 
abolishing the carrying of candles on Candle- 
mas day, of ashes On Asl^ Wednesday, apd of 
palms on Palm Sunday, — ^creeping to the cross 
on Good Friday, and taking holy bread and 
wa'er, — At the same time, all were forbiddeik 
to make innovations in the established cere* 
nionies, without Authority ; auj^. to prevent 
the evil occasioned by rash meu; it was ap- 



d by Google 



81 

pointed that Bone should preach without li. 
I5en»e. 

By this restraint upon preaching, there was 
no intention ^^ to extinguish the lively preaching 
tlf the pure word of dod, made after sucli sort 
as the Holy Ghost should^ for the time, put in 
the preachers mind.'^ The most discreet men 
were selected, and they were charged to preach 
sincerely, and with such caution and modera- 
tion as the time and place should require, not 
to excite the people to make innovations, or to 
run before those whom they should obey, but 
to persuade them to amend their lives, and 
Ittep the commandments of God, and forsake 
*^reir old superstitions. Moreover, in deliver* 
ihg things to the people, they were to have a 
special regard to what could be borne. 

Considerable heat having been excited by 
the question, as to which the images were 
that had been abused ; on the ilth February^ 
1348, an order wae passed, removing all 
images. It was also ordered, that all rich 
shrines, with the plate belonging to them, 
should be brought to the king's treasury.; and 
that the clothes which covered them, should 
be convertejd^ to the.useof the poDr. This 
caused great affliction to Gardiner, and his? 
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party } but they all submitted^ so that the 
churches were emptied of. those pictures and 
dtatuesy which had been for ages> the chief 
object of the people^s worship. 
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CHAP.Vt 

Progress of .tfoeliturgj^-^Romish indulgencies— Crau- 
iner's ,catechism-r-Primitive Htnrgies--rHomish abuse 
of a liturgy-^Romish rites abolished---Practices;in 
the primitive Aurch — Gepmany— Calvin's. lett^ to 
the Protector — The liturgy established'— Gloria in 
excelsis- Fasting. 

IT is pleading to pause amidst these cou^ 
templatioDS^iiad let the Diiad wander forward 
to that rest, where all who name^ the name of 
(ftirist, shall depart from iniquity, where all 
earthly motives shall be destroyed, all error 
shall ba cast out, and every iadividiial, soul 
and body^ Shall be thoroughly reformed. 

Every man has an empire in his own breast^ 
and at the head pf that empire is a pope, with 
all ills train of foolish observances, and tempt- 
ing indulgenctes — with all his power of put- 
ting darkness for light, and light for darkness 
— ^with all his pride — with even his arrogating 
the place of God. That pope is self. He 
mu^t be detl|roned, and the humility, and the 
oonjstancy^ and the prayer^ of a Cranmer^ ea- 
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i^ert in carrying on the work of puriRcatm% 
and the elements of primitive excellence must 
be sought for, and, accurding to them, the 
soul must be new modelled, and every faculty^ 
and every power, laast be raised from the 
grav&of sin, and m^deto rejoice in the life of 
lighteousness. ' 

The selected bishops and divines, engaged 
in examining, and reforming the offices of the 
•hurch. The sacrament of the eucharist was 
brought back from a mass to a communion 5, 
the multiplied bowings, crossings, and other 
superstitious ceremonies, being abolished; A 
general confession was substituted for auricu- 
lar. This was imperiously demanded, Wt 
the priests fostered the belief in the multitude^ 
that they had power to forgive sins— declar- 
ing, in their firm of absolution, ^' I absoh'^ 
tbee,'^ instead of- praying, or assuring that 
God would absolve on repentance and faith« 

Such was the corruption^ the papacy, that 
a regular price current of indulgencies existed, 
80 that a person on paying a known sum, was 
privileged to commit whatever iniquities he 
ebose. 

But, though these abominations were so 
glarings the friends of the Yatican labored 
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stveuuously against tbeir abolition* Gardiner 
proceeded even to sedition. He armed hia 
servants^ insulted those whom the council 
sent into his diocese^ &€• Jle was sent to 
the tower. 

Cranmer compiled a catechism. In this he 
asserted the two sacraihents^ an)d supposed a 
third ; he owned the divine institution of 
bishops and priests ; expressed a desire for 
tlie restoration of the aneient canons of public 
penance^ &€. &c. In bis episile dedicating it 
to the king be €ompl94ned of the great neglect 
of catechising ; aleo^ th^ttlie rite of confirma« 
tion had been improperly adminisiered. Con- 
cerning the latter^ he declared, that4t should 
be given to none but those who were of age, 
^^ understood the principks of Christian doc- 
trine, and did upon knowledge, •and with, sin- 
cere miods^ renew their baptismal vow.^^ 

These preliminaries prepared the way for 
the reformation of the whole service. 

" In the primitive cburch, after the exkaor- 
jdinary gifts ceased^ the bishops, of the several 
churches, pat their offices and prayers into 
such method as was nearest to what they had 
. beard as remembered from the apostles. And 
these li(argies were called by the apostles' 
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Bames^ from wlbose fotms they "^61*6 composed, 
as that of Jerasalem ciirried the name of St. 
James,'' &c. ^^ The couocil of Laodicea ap- 
pointed the same office to be nsed in the 
mornings and evenings. The bishops con* 
tinned to draw'up new additions, and* to put 
old forms into other methods. This was left 
to every bishop's care, uritil^ in the days of 
St. Austin^ it was fbnnd the heretics took 
advantage from some of the. prayers used in 
some of the ehurehes j upon this,> he tells lis^ 
it was ordered that there should be no prayers 
used in the church, but upon common advice- 
after that^ the liturgies came to be more care* 
fully considered." A t first, all was plain and 
simple, but, at length, the church of Rome 
began to make one addition after anothei-, 
employing its fancy to^nd oat mystical sig- 
nifications of evevy rite, and adding; ceremo- 
. Dies thereupon, until the offices were swelled 
out of measure, and there weie missals, and 
breviaries, and rituals, and pontificals, and 
partoises, and pies, and graduals, and anti- 
phonals, and psalteries^ and houres, and a 
great many more. All these it was determined 
to examine, and whatever was rubbish, to cast 
out. 
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The reformers thought that pra;^iDg with 
warm affection, and sincere devotion, was 
spiritoal worship ; therefore, they never agi- 
tated the question whether they should have 
a liturgy or not ; their only inquiry was, how 
shall we best bring our liturgy back to tije 
primitive standard. They resolved to chauge 
nothing for novelty's sake merely, or because 
it bad been used by popeiy, but to retain all 
that the primitive church had practised ; like 
/skillful ^^edressers, applying the knife only 
tg^the useless branches engrafted by later ages. 
Retaining forms of prayer, and iranslating 
the liturgy into the vulgar tongue, thpy threw 
away the blessing of yy^tev, and salt, and 
bread, reputed charms against diseases and 
the devil ; . together with holy incense, holy 
ashes, and the whole multitude of heathen 
symbols, with which the church of Rome was 
defiled. 

Some of the garments worn by the priests 
were retained, because it was thought they 
were decent in themselves ; those who waited 
upon the Lord under the Mosaic dispensation 
having been thus clothed ; white being the 
emblem of purity, &c. Moreover, it was 
supposed that the Romish clergy having used 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 

them, Wffs not a suflBcient cause for throwing 
them aside« 

It was ordered that in the encharist, water 
should be mingled with wine, and the bread 
should be unleavened ; and, that en all lioly 
days, when_thcre was no lul ministration, the 
whole office of the communion, except the 
eonsecrating prayer, shtmld be used, to re- 
mind the people of the sufferings of Christ, as 
well as of the sacrament 

In the primitive church, portions of the^ 
bread and wine wem sent by boys or ot]||r 
laics to those who w^ere sick or in prison. 
The church of Rome, on the other hand, car- 
ried about the sacrameut with great pomp and 
adoration. Between these two the reformers 
steered a middle course. Though they pre- 
ferred having (hem ia the churches, they 
allowed both the sacraments to be adminis* 
tered in private, when necessary. They 
consecrated ami administered the eucharist in 
the room of the sick person, that they might 
avoid both the pomp of vain processions, and 
the indecency of sending the sacrament by 
common hands. Besides, they remembered 
the saying of Christ — Where two or three 
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ate inet togeilifiir in my name^ there am t ia 
the midst of tfoein* « 

While ihese changes were in progress^ 
mach disturbance arose—^pulpit being arrayed 
against pulpitji oq account of them ; insomuch 
that a proclamation is said to have is^ued^ 
suspending all preaching until the ^•uniform 
orde^^^in preparation^ was published ; and 
declaring^ that^ iathe meaniitne, the people 
cpuldbe well employed in prayer and hearing . 
the homilies. 

In Germany, the emperor, despairing of 
procuring a translation of the council, caused 
a form of reiigionto be drawn up, which he 
called the Interim^ iutending^^it to continue as 
the standard until a council tould be called in 
his dominions« '^his was received by the 
diet, but it was disliked by both protestants 
and papists,, Martin Bncer called it down- 
right popery ; and tberRomans said it wa« 
great psurpation. in the emperor to meddle 
with points ofreligion. But he determined to 
carry it through, and the breach between him 
and the. pope became jw great^ that many of 
the wiser papists began to fear Gerr^any 
would follow EngTajid. But the Germans 

refused to agree to the Interim ; especially the 
8* 



d by Google 



,90 

prot^stants ; sorae of them declaring thai they 
would not resist the emperor — ^their gates 
should remain o{)en9 and be might come and 
destroy them, bttt they could not receive the 
Interim under pain of eternal damnation* 
The duk« of Saxe^ who was hifi prisoner, re- 
t\x%td to receive It, though tempted by great 
offers. He told those who kept him, his per- 
son was in their power, but his conscience in 
his own ; and he should, on no account, depart 
from the Augsburgh confession. Among the 
Lutheran divines, there were great disputes 
on the subject of compliance* Melatcthon 
thought, as the.ceremoJiiesdf popery were, in 
their own nature, indifferent, they might be 
used. Others were of opinion, that receiving 
the ceremonies of Rome tmuld make way for 
all her errors ; and that they ceased to be indif- 
ferent when enjoined as necessary t6 salvation.* 
But the emperor proceeding resolutely, many 
divines were driven laway ; some sought con- 
cealment ; many fled to Switzerland, and 
some to England* 

Beginntng to despair of the reformation in 
Germany, and hearing of the proceedings in 
ISnglandy Calvin wrote to the protector, Oct* 
l&9th^ 1548^ exhorting him to^ go on as Heze- 
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kiah had done in bis reformatidD. He lamented 
thejieat of some that professed the gospel, and 
complained that be beard there were few lively 
sermons ia England ; and that the preachers* 
recited their discourses coldly. He greatly 
approved a set form of prayers, ^* whereby 
the consent of all the churches did more mani- 
festly appear;'' but he advised to leave out 
the prajrers for the dead, the use of chrism, 
and extreme unction, wbieh were still retained. 

Bucer alstf; wrote^ congratitlating the refor- 
mers, and answering a 1)obk which Gardiner 
had written against him. 

The parliament which sat in November, 
passed a law allowingv the marriage of priests, 
and another confirming the liturgy, and order- 
ing it to be used. The use of other psalmsor 
prayers, was allowed, on condition that those 
in tl^e book Were not omitted. This proviso 
was specially intended for the version of the 
psalms, then much sung by all who loved the 
reformation, and in many places, used in 
churches. 

The gloria in excelsis, used after the sacra- 
ment, and the celebrated Te Deum, prepared 
by bishop Ambrose in an early age^ had, with 
other good things been abused by the papists ; 
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Ixat the r^formere now restore<d them to their 
primitive use. 

In \5i9f the commons seot a petition io the 
protector to restore Latimer to the bishopric of 
Worcester; l)at that gMil old man, being very: 
ancient, preferred going about and preachings 
ta engaging in affairs of government. 

Fasting> which had been practised from the 
first age of Christianity, was much abused by 
the Romans; for, whereas the primitive disci-' 
ple3 made it a me^ns of subdning the flesh to 
the s[Mrit, they used it rather as an e^^cuse for 
greater indulgence. Dining on fast, days^ 
feasting;on the most delicious fish dressed in 
the most exquisite manner^ and drinking the 
richest wines ; they differed very much fram 
the early £5hristians, who absMined entirely, 
and supported nature by nothing but the. moat . 
Gommon roots and herbs* 

The reformers retained fasting, but abolish- * 
ed its abuse. Fridays, Saturdays, Ember- 
days, lent, and such other seasons as should 
^"f^^" specially announcedj^ were declared fish 
'^^'^^^^ Occasional absttnence, or fasting, with 
>^ in prayer and true devotion, was considered as 
\ i\^ one of the greatest aids in attaining a spiritual 
temper and a holy life. 
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Great attachment to the reformation expreM6d«^Com- 
plaints against the Priests-— Heal presence diacussed 
-^Anabaptists— Joan of Kent— Infant baptism--- 
Predestination—Rebellion. 

a PETER was a fool! Peter wa« a fool !'^ 
Sacli, asf story tells^ was th^ sermon of a priest 
at Rome, who had been observing the Inxury 
and. state of the pope and his cardipals, and 
contrasting with them 4he poverty and suffer- 
ing of the apostle. I am not prepared to 
adopt this language ; but it appears very evi- 
dent, that, if Peter were to rise from liis tomb, 
and behold the monstrous abominations shel- 
tered under his name, he would say^ — surely 
the^world has remembered my fall, but forgot- 
ten my repentance. 

A corrupted church is like a field overrun 
with tares, and thorns, and ivy, interweaving 
with rank luxuriance, and mocking the hopes 
of the husbandman. — 'The cares of this world 
and the deceitfulness ofricheey and the lusts of 
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o&ker things] easily choice the word, and render 
it unfruitfal. He has no pleasant btislness 
vrho attempts the task of rooting out the vub- 
bish. Multitudes of weeds may be thrown 
over the fence^ and yet many remain. Besides^ 
a blow aimed at a noxious shoot may destroy 
the springing grain. Of this the English re^ 
formers appear to have been fully aware. 
Theirs was no rash headlong temper,^but a 
calm, studious, prayerful spirit, accompanied 
by meekpess, and directed by love. 

Both clergy and laity, expressed, in strong 
terms, their attachment to the reformation and 
to the kipg. The clergy granted a subsidy of 
six shillings in the pound to be paid in three 
years, and acknowledged the great quietness 
they enjoyed, having no let or impediment in 
the service of God ; — The laity were more 
full in their preamble, declaring they were 
ready to forsake all, rather than the true reli- 
gion of Christ. 

Complaints were entered against some of the 
priests, that they read the prayers in the same 
tone of voice which they had formerly used 
with the Latin service^ so that the people did 
not understand Ihem ; whereupon it was direct- 
ed, that, in all parish churches, ibe service 
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stiQuld be read in a plain, audible manner, but 
that the ancient tone should remain in the ca- 
thedrals^ where there were great quires well 
acquainted with it, an4 where it agreed better 
with the ipiisic use4 in the anthems. But, 
even there, it was thought not appropriate to 
tlie litany, ,and a determination was entered 
into^ that, as the old readers dropped off, those 
shouldbe put iu their places, .who would offl- 
eiate in a plain Voic^. 

Other abuses reibained of more importance, 
such as, using some of the old ceremonies at 
the communion^ and saying beads, ten aves 
for one pater-noster, — -praying ten times to the 
Virgin Mary for t)oce to God. These were 
forbidden. The priests contimied secretly to 
use soul-masses many in a day, procuring one 
person to commune Ivith them at each time, to 
avoid the censure of the law ; to prevent this, 
il was ordered, that there shotild.be but one 
coitimunion a day in any church, except on 
Christmas and Easter, when greater numbers 
attending, two were allowed. In the days of 
popery, markets had been held, and bargains 
made in the church yards ; these were forbid- 
den, especially in the time of service and ser- 
mon. The curates were instructed to declare 
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the catechigtn every sixth week, as well as 
preach. Moreover, directipns M^ere sent to 
Bonner, bishop of London to have no mass 
in St. Pauls', as the example would corrupt 
the whole kingdom. Ue had resolved to com- 
ply in every thing, and obeyed. 

JBvery where the new book of service was 
received, except by lady Mary. Mass was 
celebrated in her house, and she requested' the 
emperor to interpose in .her behalf, that she 
might not be forced to any thing against her 
conscience. She expostulated with the coun- 
cil, but they required her to conform and not 
^^ encourage peevish and obstiuate persons by 
her stiffness.'^ 

The manner of Christ's presence in the 
sacrament was discussed in public disputations 
at Oxford and Cambridge, and the decision 
was against the corporal presence. 

Ridley, who bore a considerable share in 
these discussions received his first informa- 
tion on the subject from a work written by 
Bertram. Surprised to find one t)f the most 
esteemed men of the 9th century controverting 
transubstantiation, he began to conclude that 
. it could not be one of the ancient doctrines of 
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the cbiirck^ He comiiiunicateci his doubts to 
Craamer, aiiO they ei^^aged in examinin^it 
ivith mot*e tb^ onUnary care. The result 
was their castiug off* the doctrine. 

The arguments that convinced them were 
tuch as these t--^Ghrist could no niore have 
meant to be linderdtdod Uterally, wlien he said 
This is my Ihdy^ than. Moses when he called 
the {mschal lamb^ the Lord's passover. After 
they were blessed, Paul had called the ele^ 
ments, ISiat bread a^d that cup The saying 
2%£$ z> my J(?rfy Vvas figuralive, like the ex- 
pression put on^ Christ ; and, ,Fe shall he bap- 
tised i^ith th& Holy Ghost and with fire. 
Christ is glorified, therefore he can no more 
suffer, as this doctrine would represent. Very 
matiy other arguments operated on their min^s. 

Moreover they found the fathers against the 
doctrine, as Gelasius^ an ancient bishop of 
Rome, who. In arguing with the Eutychians, 
asserted in plain words, that the substance of 
the bread and wine rem«,ined aa it was fof^ 
merly, in its own nature and form; also 
Theodoret, Ghrysostom^ and indeed the 
whole cloud of early witnesses. TraM«b- 

^ See note II» pf the Appendix. 
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stantiation was born in the dark ?igesy when 
the people were ready to receive any things that 
would advance the dignity of the priests. 
The first belief was, thai the^ whole loaf waa 
turned into one body of Christ, sqthat, in the 
distribution, one bad an eye, another a finger, 
&c. and this phantasm was supported bj^ pre- 
tended miracles a$tbat«the host bled on being 
broken, &c^ &c. This gave way to a notion 
that Christ was entire in every crumb and" 
drop, and it was said he appeared upon the 
host, sometimes as aclnld witli rays ; some- 
times with angels about him. • Aks, for the 
credulity of superstition! 

A sect of anabaptists sprung up in Germa- 
ny, who werQ guilty of the greatest enormities.- 
Pretending to be reformers, they discarded 
the most essential doctrines of the gospel, call- 
ing the Trinity, ihe incarnation, the fall, and 
the aids of grace, philosophical subtleties, not 
deducible from scripture.' They also rejected 
iqfant baptism. Many of these made their 
appearance in England. Complaints were 
presented to the council against them, and 
directions issued to excommunicate and deliver 
them to the secular power. 
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Several Loudon tradesmen were brought 
bekiik the comtnissioncfrs. They abjured their 
errors, amoog which were, that a man who 
had been regenerated could not sin ; lliat, 
thooghjhe outward man sinned,- the inward 
man continued holy ; and that Clirist was no 
more than a prophet. 

Joan of Kent, an^ anabaptist, refused to re- 
cast. Madi pains were taken with her, and 
many conferences held> but, ^ sh6 was so 
extravagantly conceited of her own notions^ 
that she rejected all tbey aaid with scorn ; 
whereupon she was adjudged an obstinate 
heretic, and left to the secular power," The 
council moved the king to sfgn a warrant for 
burning her; this he refused, saying, it was 
a crudty too much like that condemned in the 
papists, to born any for conscience sake. 
Cranmer was employed to persuade him. 
[Ala%, poor human dature J] He argued from 
the law of Moses^ which commanded the bias- 
phemer to be stoned, &c. ; statuig that her 
impieties were &o great, the prince, as God's 
deputy, ought to punish them. Edward was 
not satisfied ; but, with tears in his eyes, he set 
his hand to the warrant, saying that, if he did 
wrong, it was in submission to the archbishop's 
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authority^ A^^l li^ skoiild answer for, it to EroiL 
This struck CrautDer with hoiTor^ and be was 
very unwilling to ha\^ the sentence executi;d. 
In order to save her^ Ridley and hintiielf took 
the woman in custody^ to their houses^ and 
Verted all their powers of persiuaaion ; but in 
rain. She treated them in the HKist ooa« 
temptuous manner^ with j^rs and insolence ; 
and finally was exc^cuted. Her indeceneies 
ceased only with her life* 

Two years afterward.^ aQother was burnt. 
Popery li{ul ^o long aedustonied the world to 
the rage of pevsecntioiiy that ev€in the reformers 
appear not to have understood the principles: 
of toleration. But the errors of these persoiis 
threatened the state more than the church. 

There was a class of anabaptists who wene 
not so dangerous. Thiiy only denied infant 
baptism. Against these no severities were 
used. Books were written^ shewing they were 
wrong) and arguments iiK^nlcated; such as the 
following, viz : — ^The saying of Christ, '^ Suf- 
fer little children to come unto me/^ appears 
to declare them proper subjects of baptism, for 
if they are fit for the kingdom of Heaven — ^the 
greater, certainly they are fit for baptism — the 
less. Paul ealls the ciiildren of believing 



d by Google 



101 

parents^ holy, aac!^ id so doing, appears to 
^escribe saeh a conseoration of them as is 
made in bapttsm. All the Christians in exjist-^ 
ence at the present time, have been baptised in 
theip infancy, even the leaders of the anabap- 
tist sect; so that, accordin^^ to their views, no 
persons living have a right to baptise^^^ for 
none have been properly baptised themselves. 
The ttniiiterrnpted practice of the charch for 
fifteen hundred years is, in itself a strong 
contrmation of infant baptism. 
- The doctrine of predestination was much 
abused. The reformers^ generally, had tanght 
it, and many made strange inferences, saying, 
that since every thing was decreed, and no de« 
cree could be iVustrated, all should leave them* 
selves to be carried on by the current of the de-^ 
crees without making any exertion. The con^ 
sequence of this was, that some fell into great 
impiety, and others into desperation. The 
Germans had. mucl^ discussion on the subject. 
Melancthon wrote against it; Calvin and 
Bucer maintained it ; only they warned the 
people not to endeavour to pry into it, since 
it was a secret none could penetrate. Btooper 
and many other good writers often exhorted 
the people ftot to enter into ^^ these curiosities^^' 
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and a caveat to tbe same purpose was after- 
wards incorporated in;the article of the churchy 
about predestination. 

Ck>n&iderable tumults arose in consequence 
of tbe enclosingoflands for pasturage. These 
lands formerly belonged to the monasteries 
and they were, rented among tenants, but now 
their owners^con verting them to sheep grounds, 
the teiyints, who were numerous, were thrown 
out of employ. Besides, thcj had more time, 
in consequence of so many holy days and 
processions being abrogated, and they knew 
not what to do with themselves. Tbeir risings 
were numerous, but the protector, who was tbe^ 
friend of the commons, succeeded in quelling 
them. However, there Was an insurrection in 
Devonshire of fearful strength. That county 
was generally inclinedjo the old superstitions, 
and the popish priests made it their rendez- 
vous. The rebels demanded the ancient cere* 
monies, as the mass in Latin^ holy bread, holy 
water, palms, images and many other things, 
one of which was, that the Bible should be 
called in : — ^this they required for a notable 
reason, viz: that white the heretics bad the 
Bible tbe clergy could not easily confound 
them. Cranmer answered these demandjsi by 
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suitable argaments, shewing their folly. They 
iiv«Fe reduced, and presented again, and again 
rejected* The priests used every artifice cal- 
culated to inflame the enraged maltitude, car- 
rying about the host in a cart to the view of 
all. While this mob was in motion another 
rising took place in Norfolk. Those engaged 
inthis^ pretended their only objects w^re, to 
destroy the geotry^ and put new counsellors 
about the king. Their number increased to 
twenty thousand, without onler or discipline. 
Parker, afterwards archbi&hop of Canterbury, 
^ went among them and preached very faithfully, 
charging home upon them their ill lives, their 
rebellion, and their daily robberies, but he 
narrowly escaped death. A third insurrec- 
tion broke out in Yorkshire, so that the govern- 
inent was in great distress. 

A fast was proclaimed in and about London, 
and Granmer preached, expostulating severely 
with his b|pers, in the name of God, for their 
blasphemies, adulteries, mutual hatred, and 
contempt of the gospel, attributing to them, 
in a degree, the present judgments. << It was 
a plain, faithful, inartificial discourse.'^ 

The rebels were defeated by lord Russel 
and thr earl of Warwick: a few were execut- 
ed, and tlie rest pardoned. 
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CHAP. yiii. 

Ridley'a honesty— Bonner— P»*otcctor sent to the tower 
•— Fflfm of ordination'«-Ridley consecrated bishop of 
London — ^Latimet'8faithfulne88--floopet\^cibjecticln 
to the episcopal ^estmeRis-^^cer^ opinion ^bout 
ihem— 'The liturggr mie^ed--^Bucef's advice-^His 
adivioe to the king about rural bishops, &c-*-4Ud« 
ley'a Visitortioi^— Germany — The Interim— Popish 
clergy dissemble— ^Cranmer's tenderness— Death of 
Bucer— Degradation of Gardiner. 

TIMES of iml celebrate vaoy mar* 
riageii; Tbey create^a kifidly feeling among 
all who are simwinded by tbe same cloud of 
affliction^ and tie^ in the ksot of concord^ 
hearts, iliat by nature seem to be separated. 
They anoihilaite the distinctions of clime, and 
color, and kindred ; and ihrow into one tem- 
ple of linion, the learned and the ignorant, the 
rich and fhe poor, the high and the low^— all 
the discordant oppusiti^s of which society is 
capable^ ^eltiug away jars at the altar of 
devotion ; consnming differences in the censer 
^ of love. 
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The mind^ at such seasons^ has no leisure to 
brood over trifles^ or nurse prejudices. It gives 
the whole grasp of its attention to things of 
the greatest moment^ and is not warped to the 
. denial of evidence^ by a fear of the destruc- 
tion of theories. The voice of truth is lieard 
with distinctness ; all its accents^ are allowed 
their full weight, and no deceiving echoes are 
sought for to lessen its effect. 
- Hence we see the reformers of tlie island 
and the continent^ of Germany, Geneva, and 
Britain, forming one council of advice, and 
bringing their wedded energies to bear on the 
improvement and prosperity of the church of 
England ; — Cranmer, and Calvin, and Luther, 
approaching nearer in their views of many 
principles, than some of their followers have 
been willing to acknowledge. 

Ridley, with others, was sent, by the pro- 
tector, to Cambridge, to superintend the con- , 
version of several fellowships, appointed for 
the encouragemeni of the study of divinity, to 
the use of studenU of civil law. This act his 
conscience* opposed ; and he wrote to the pro- 
tector as became a Christian bishop, with 
reSpect but firmness ; saying, ^' I shall daily 
pray to God to stay and strengthen my frailty 
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with holy fear, that I do not commit the thing 
for favor or fear of any mortal man, whereby 
my conscience may threa^ten me vith the loss 
of the favor of the living God;'' He thought 
the church sufficiently robbed and stripped 
Already ; and he resolved to assist in retaining 
all that was necessary for her support. 

Bonner was charged with being remiss in 
attending to tbe npw service, neglecting to 
punish adultery in his diocese, &c. Sundry 
injunctions were given him; and, among other 
duties, he was coftimfinded to preach against 
rebellion; to declare that truef religion did not 
consist in mer&ceremonies; that the magistrates 
should be obeyed ; and that the king^ though 
in minority, should be fully acknowleged. He 
was appointed to preach on these subjects. He 
discharged his ofBce so lamely, wholly passing 
over some of them, and touching lightly upon 
others ; and, moreover, he inveighed in such 
manner against the reformation, rather exciting 
dissention than discouraging it, that the coun- 
cil summoned him before commissioners to 
answer for his conduct. His behaviour on his 
trial, was more like that of a madman than a 
bishop. His insolence was extreme. He 
called hard names, gave the lie, and broko 
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out into a fury* He was deprived of \ij» 
bishopric^ and sent to prison. The reason 
given ill his sentence^ was his having refused^ 
to declare the king's power. He was indeed 
acrnel and fierce man. Whil$ in prison, by 
an odd sort of benediction, he consigned those 
who would not furnish him with puddings and 
pears ^^ to the devil, to the devil, and to all 
the devils.^' 

' A powerful party, formed against the 
protector, gained the ascendancy. He was 
deserted by the wbple council, accused, and 
sent to the towei*. This event delighted tlie 
papists ; they hoped that with him the refor-* 
matioa would fall ; but they soon discovered 
their mistake, for so zealous was the king in 
his attachment to it, that to be its promoter was^ 
a sure passport to his affections. 

Parliament appointed acomoiission to revise 
the ecclesiastical laws, in order that vice 
might be mope certainly punished. 
/ Reports having circulated that the old book 
of ser\icB.was about to be re-esiablislied, the 
council wrote to all the bishops in England, 
reiterating the injunction to observe the new 
liturgy, and requiring thktall missals, manuals, 
legends, and other popish books of service 
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should b^ given lip, all images iathe hands of 
private persons, destvoyed^ and, moreover, 
that/ every where,, bread and wine should be 
provided for the communion on Sunday. 

.Heath, bishop of Worcester, one of twelve 
who had been appointed to prepare a new book 
of ordination, refused to consent to the refor- 
mation proposed, and was committed to the 
Fleet, He was one of those who submitted to 
the new ordet of things inerely to keep his 
benefice, and who opposed At every step, the 
whole progress of reformation. The council 
resolved to get rid of these time-servers, who 
wanted only a convenient opportunity to re- 
turn to popery. 

Those who were engaged in drawing up 
the form of ordination, fount], cTn examination, 
that scripturerequired nothing besides imposi- 
tion of hands and prayer ; and that no more 
was recognized by eiiher the apostolical con- 
stitutions^ or the primitive phurch j tlierefore 
they rejected the vain novelties introduced by 
later ages, such ;ls anointing, giving of conse- 
crated, vestments, and vessels for consecrating 
the eucharist ; and ^gr^ed upon a mode of 
ordaining bishops, priests, and deacons, simi- 
lar to that now used by the church. They in- 
10 
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troduced the solemn questions and vows— ^ 
solemn as the grave!— for instance^ tlrat 
searching interrogative, " Do you trust that 
you ai» inwardly movied by the Holy, Grhogt, 
to take upon you tbi& of&ce and ministjration, to 
serve God, for the pronrotiiig his glory,, and 
fpr the edifying of his people ?^? Also, thit 
weighty warning-— ^^ to teach the [leople com- 
mitted to their charge, to banish and drive 
away all erroneous doctrines, and to use^ both 
public and private monitions and exhortations, 
a^ well to the sick, as the ^hole, within their 
cures," &c, W|io is sufficient for tbc^se things ? 
I can do all piings through Christ strength^^ 
eningme^ said one of old. 

On the Slst February, 1550, Ridley, being 
esteemed the most learned, and most thorough- 
ly zealous for the reformation, waa consecrated 
bishop of London and W^tminster. 

Sundry articles were this year presented to 
Gardiner, who was still in prison, and, he 
refusing to sign them, the fruits of his bishop, 
ric were sequestered, and his cotifinement 
made more close. 

Some fears were entertained that the king 
would marry a daughter of the king of France, 
who was a papist. Latimer, in a sermon 
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preached beforehim in lent^ exhorted him to 
marry only in the Lord, and to provide tliat ^ 
no marriages should be mere bargains^ for 
6ug1i were a fruitful cause of whoredonisr and 
divorces. At theifame time^ he lamented the 
vices of the times, the vanity of women, tlie 
loxory and irregularity of men, and pressed 
the importance of enforcing discipline even to 
^xeommunidation* He said- many were gos. 
]|dlers for the love of the abbey or chantry 
lands. He cautioned the king against seek- 
ingpleasure too much, or keeping those about 
him who would propiote it. He said he was 
old, it was probably the last time be should 
appear there, and he dischM*ged his conscience 
freely. He complained that the king^s debts 
were not paid, and that yet his officers lived 
high, made great purchases, and buiU palaces. 
He prayed all to be good to the king, and not 
to defraud thepQ<>i* tradesmen who wrought for 
hflilitores. 

Hooper was appointed bishop of Gloucester. 
He declined being consecrated in the episco- 
pal vestments ; saying they were human inven- 
tions, not suited to the simplicity of the 
Clu'istian religion, and among the beggarly 
elements condemned by Paul; moreover. 
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Qisd they had been abused Ky the papisU. 
C.ranmer and Ridley alleged, Ihat^ though 
tradilion was rejected in matters of faith/ it 
was good counsel concerning rites and cei'enao- 
nies; and that when Paul spoke of beggarly 
elements, he referred to the abrogated Mosaic 
institutions ; whxahynevetUieleiss^ he observed, 
in some degree, otit of respect to Jewish pre- 
judices. Moreover^ if the v^stmients were tp 
be laid aside, because they had been abuaed 
by 'the papists, with equal propriety might 
the churches, and even the Bible itself, be 
abandoned ; for all had been abused in the 
same manner. ' 

But Cranm^r was not contented with his 
own judgment^ and that of his colleagues 
merely : IJe was a modest man, distriastful of 
himself, and disposed to pay all proper respect 
to the pious wisdom of others :^ — ^Hc wrote to 
Bucer, the friend of Calvin, for bis opinion. 
Bucer answered, that he thought the garnn||fcts 
might be safely worn in obediqnce to the law 
of the land, though not in obedience to the law 
of Moses ; that every creature pf God was 
good, and no abuse could make it evil ; that, 
as those vestments; had been wprn by the an- 
cient fathers, previous to the days of popery. 
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and might still be useful^ by remindltig the 
pedple of the puiity that beicame t-heni ; and 
as, moreovet, they would awtnifest that the 
church did not change old customs out of mere 
lightness ; it was best to retain them. He 
considered those persons as sinning^ wild re- 
vised ta obey the laws of the land on this 
subject. But, he added, that, as the gar- 
ments were abused by some to superstition, 
and by others to contention, he wished they 
were laid aside. 

He wrote also to Hooper, answering Ms 
objections, Peter Martyr did the same*— he 
says, " His (Hooper's) business is now at 
that pass, that the best and most pious disprove 
ofit.'^ 

Hooper was cotisecrated August 4, liiffb, 
but his stifiness about the vestments was disap- 
proved of by all the reformers. 

A congregation of Germans, under John 
A. Lasco, having fled from home on account 
of a persecution raised concerning the Interim, 
was^^allowed to hold its assemblies at St. Aus- 
tin's, in London. Three hundred and eighty 
of these refugeeli became denizens of England. 

About the end of this year {i55i)) there was 

a review of the book of Gbmmon Prayer. 
10* 
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Martin Bucer was consulted on this subject 
also ; and Aleffe^ a Scotch divine^ translated 
the work into Latin for his use. 

He gave as his ojpinion^ thaf all things iti 
the common service and daily prayers, were 
clearly according to the scriptures ; but ad* 
vised some changes, such as exercising 'disci' 
pline toward communicants } omitting the half- 
service used at the altar when there was no 
communion ; also, the prayeri^ for departed 
souls ; the chrism in baptism, &c.~ He com* 
plained that baptism was administered too 
frequently in private houses. Mjareover, he 
recommended, that there s^hould be catechising 
every holy day ; that none should be confirm- 
ed who did not really desire to renew their 
baptismal vow ; that catechizing should be 
continued after confirmation, &c. Almost all 
the things to which he objected, were altered. 
Bucer sent the king, as a new year'« gift, a 
book written for his use, ^' concerning the 
kingdom of Chrisf In this, divers laws were 
proposed for Edward's consideration, on the 
subject of catechizing ; t)f releasing bishops 
from secular cares, and furnishing them with 
councils of presbyti^rs ; of placing rural bishops 
over twenty or thirty parishes, and admonish- 
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ing them to CaW their clergy together often, 
a^ inspect the«i closely. On receiving this 
Tolunie, the young king wrote several ilis- 
courses on the subject of reforming the king- 
datn.; these» displayed great probity •f mind^ 
and much talent. 

Bishop Ridley made a visitation of his dio- 
cese, propounding sundry queries, such as, 
whether any opposed the Bible or the prayer 
book — ^whether there were any private n^asses 
or anabaptist conventicles — wliether the cu- 
rates visited the sick, and expounded the 
catechism. Among other things, he ordered 
that the altar, as used by the papists, should 
be converted into a table for the communion, 
because an altar gave the idea of sacrifice, 
which the Lord's supper was not. 

Certain weekday sermons or lectures, 
which were gnod and proper in themselves, 
but thought, for some reason, to have an evil 
tendency, y^re forbidden and directions issued 
that prayers alone should be used. 

The scales were still suspended in Germany, 
neither cause having gained the ascendancy. 
The tripartite discord continued, and papists, 
impeiiaUsts and protestants were hopeful of suc- 
cess. The emperor procure^^l the removal of the 
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council back to Trent; but he could neitfaat 
get the protestant princes to submit to Us de- 
crees, nor the people to receive the Interim. 
He however threw the command of bis army 
into tbo hands of Maurice of Saxe, a friend 
of the reformation; 

In £nland^ the popish clergy were remark-' 
able for their compliance in every thing. They 
dissembled their opposition to the greatest 
extent except when they eould act secretly. 
The principle that governed them was, tqop. 
pose alterations but to obey them when made. 
This Gardiner openly professed and all the 
rest practised, and thus did they prevaricate 
with both Gbd and man. But Cranmer was 
always gentle and moderate. He left their 
private consciences to Gqd, and thought that 
if they gave an external obedience the people 
would follow them, whepea# if they were 
treated with severity, opposition would be 
roused. He was naturally a ma,i^t^^ bowels 
and compassion,'' and did not love to drive 
things to extremities. He considered that 
men who had ^own old in errors could not 
easily lay them down, and were to be reclaim- 
ed by degrees. In the proceedings against 
Oardinor and Bonner he was carried beyond 
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his usual temper, but he knew Gardiner to be 
so inreterate a papist and so deep a dissembler 
that he was disposed to pondemn him more oq 
V account of his general character, than for the 
particular charges preferred against him; Bon-> 
ner too had deceived him so much formerly, 
^as so cruel a. persecutor under the statute of 
the Six articles, and'withal was so brutal and 
luxurious, that he felt it his duty to purge the 
church of him. \ 

In February, 1651 Cranmer lost his friend 
Bucer. He died at Oxford, and was buried 
with the highest honors. He was one of the 
most learned of the reformers ; and for zeal, 
true piety, and a tender care in preserving 
unity among the foreign churches, he and 
Melancthon deserve to be ranked by them- 
selves. 

Gardiner was deprived of his bishopric on 
sundry charges, and continued in tlie tower. 
Several new bishops were appointed, so that 
the sees were generally filled with men friendly 
to the reformation. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Articles of religion— Prayer-Book— Reasons for using 
the confession and absolution— »The ten command* 
fnents — For kneeling at the sacrament-^The lady 
Mary still a papist — ^Doke of Somerset beheaded— 
Germany — Council of Trent. 

IT is no easy thing for human nature to 
retain its integrity, amid the solicitations of 
wealth and power* Man is so much a crea- 
ture of sense, that the objects of faith are easily 
made indistinct, enveloped in clouds, and 
removed entirely from bis view. A present 
comfort has greater charms than a future good 
— a temporal vanity, than an eternal crown. 
Hence, there ara peculiar dangers attending a 
union between church and state. The views 
of the gospel, and the views of earthly gorerji. 
ment&, are too frequently antipodes ; and it is 
by no means desirable that the ministers of 
Jesus should be brought into too entire con- 
federacy with the officers of earthly power. 
The former had better pursue^ their quiet, 
prayerful, spiritual course^ remote from the 



d by Google 



120 

policy, and plans, and "bustle, of the latter. 
Even the new-born man has remaitis of de- 
pravity ; and these remains are too prone lo 
link him to the world , without being strength- 
ened by connection with the subtleties of poli- 
tics, the vicissitudes of empire, and the glare 
of public parade. 

The greater number of the bishops being 
attached to the reformation, a considerable 
part of 1651, wa$ spent in preparing articles 
as a summary of the doctrines of the church of 
England. Tiiis had been deferred, because 
the clergy were not ready for it ; and it was 
thought best to purify the worship first, inas- 
much as that involved unlawful compliances, 
and even idolatry. The articles framed were 
similar to those now held by the church. 
Cranmer and Ridley are supposed first to have 
drawn them up, and then «ent Ihem about to 

-others, forxofrection. By these the errors of 
p0p^yj of the anabaptists, arid of the other 

' German enthusiasts, were avoided, as also the 
niceties of the schoolmen, and the perempto- 
riness of the writers of controversy ; and, while 
every essential doctrine of the gospel was 
fully asserted, whatever was doubtful, or 
comparatively unimportant, was left undefin- 
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sound ID the vitals of faith^ to possess what- * 
(Bver opiaions they chose about speculative 
points, so long as they did not disturb the 
peace of tlie church. Blessed spirit of charity 
•«— thus to weave a mantle which might em- 
brace in its ample folds, all who would hold 
the heady whatever their diversity of sentiment 
^hoihtthlngs hard to be understood. 

In the ancient creeds there was great sim- 
plicity ; but, by degrees, additions were in- 
troduced to meet the rising heresies ; and, at 
length, the schoolmen spun out the declaration 
of their subtleties to an unprgfitable lengthy 
procuring anathemas against all who differed 
from them. These the German writers fol- 
lowed too closely, becoming peremptory, and 
condemning not only the Helvetian churches, 
for differing from them about the manner of 
Christ's presence in the sacrament, but, also 
each other for " lesser punctillios f^ thus ex- 
ercising greatly the patience of Melanethon. . 
This caused the English reformers to resolve 
oh composing their articles with great temper, 
especially those concerning disputed points. 

The next business was correcting thp com- 
mon ^ayer-book, with reference chiefly to 
11 
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the hints given by Bucer. It was determined 
to add to the daily service^ a short but simple 
and most grave cojiifession of siris^ in the rise 
of which,, the people were expected to make a 
sincere and hearty acknowledgment of all their 
iniquities, as well secret as op^n, unto Goil. 
Tqjthis was joined a general absolution, or 
propouncing in thei name of God, tltfe. pardon 
of sin to all those who did truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe the gospel. It was 
thought that if the people seriously attended 
to these, they would cherish in their minds 
frequent reflections on their sins ; and, more- 
over, that a general declaration of pardon^ on 
condition of repentance and faith, was far 
preferable to the absolute and unqualified 
pardon which the priests were in the habit of 
giving in confession, by which the people were 
led to believe their sins were certainly for- 
given^— a delusion that lulled them in Xatal 
security, and operated as a bounty to crime. 
Many Were observed to come to the commu- 
nion without due seriousness or preparation ; 
whereupon, as fi tneans of arousing the con- 
sciences of all, it was resolved to begin the 
office of administration with, a solemn reading 
of the ten commandments, during which the 
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congregation vvtis lo kne^l as if hearing the 
law anew ; at the close of e^ch eommanilnieut 
insploring mercy for past offen^s^ and grace 
for the time to come* Thi§ was supposed, 
calculated to excite remembrance of trans- 
gres^sions^ and to preverrt receiving the holy 
sacrament unworthily. Knoeling was con- 
sidered the most appropriate postnre: in 
i^eceiving the commanion^ and, therefore, 
continned; but, at the same time, it was declar- 
ed that that gesture was retained as the most 
reverent and humble way of expressing a sense 
of the mercies of God, vouchsafed through the 
death of Christ, and not asasign of idolatrous 
adoration to the bread and wine. When the 
sacrament was first administered^ it was no 
doubt in the table posture, lying along, on one 
3ide. But the Jews appear to have changed 
the posture used in receiving the passover, 
from standing to lyin^ — a change sanctioned 
by our Saviour; and surely it is equally 
correct to change the mode of receiving the 
eucharist from lying to Iq^eeling, especially 
as the eucharist was instituted in the room of 
the passover ; and as, moreover, kneeling is 
better suited to the idea of an exalted, as lying 
was io that of a suffering Christ. Indeed 
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all denominatKHis of Christians appear to be 
united ia the opinion, that they may safely 
change the po8tare, for ali of them have discon- 
tinaed that originally made use of, viz : lying 
along on pne side. 

Six eminent preachers were chosen the 
king^s chaplaiifs, of whom two were to be 
always at court, and four travelling through 
the country, inBtructing the people^ These 
were intended to supply the defects of the 
clergy, the greater part of whom were ^^ very 
faulty.'^ 

Much pains ^ere taken to induce the lady 
Mary to desist from having mass in heriiouse, 
but she continued intractable. Bishop Ridley 
was sent to her, but she refused to hear him 
preach. After an inter\iew with her, he was 
asked to drink, which he did, but immediately 
regretted — saying, he ought not to have 
drank in a place wh«re Grod's word was re- 
jected, hut rather to have shaken the dust from 
his feet as a testimony. This he pronounced 
with great concern, and he left the house 
much; troubled in mind. Elizabeth, on the 
other Jband, was" friendly to the. reformation, 
and received all the changes cheerfully. 
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Through the power of his enemies^ IJie duke 
of Somerset, uncle to Edward, was executed. 
He died like a Christian, rejoicing that reli- 
gion was brought so near to the form and 
order of the primitive church. The duke of 
JNorthumberland was the chief cause of his 
fall. He was ambitious, and dreaded so 
great a rivaL ' 

In Germany, the council of Trent was pro- 
gressihg in the declaration of popish doctrines^ 
though not without great difficulties. As to 
the eucharist, they declared that the manner 
of the presence could hardly be expressed, 
and yet they called transubstantiation a suita- 
ble term for it. " But this might be well 
enough defended, since that was a thing as 
hard to be either expressed or undersytood, as 
any thing they could have tbought on.'^ In a 
temporal point of view, the protestants gained 
ground upon the emperor. 

Parliament ordained, January, 4552, that 
all men should attend divine service every 
Sunday and holy day, under pi^in of certain 
' eensures. 

There Was also an act passed concerning 

fasts and holy ^ays. These^ it was said, were 

estabUshed to afford greater opportunity of 
11* ^ 
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retiring from worldly pursuits^ and devoting 
the soul to the service of CK)d. As to 8aint»^ 
day6> they were not dedicated to the Saints 
but to God in remembrance of thi»m. 

The marriage of the clergy was more fully 
recognized^ and moreover an act passed against 
usury, and another against simony or abusing 
ecclesiastical livings by reserving pensions 
out of benefices, or otherwise. 

The duke of Northumberland, not satisfied 
with the blood of the protector, sought the 
destruction of Tonstal, bishop of Duresme^ 
but could not succeed. Cranmer defended 
him, and though he was sent to the tower, he 
was not attainted. He was a complying po- 
pish bishop, but a man of so much candor and 
moderation that Cranmer had a gre^t friend- 
ship for him. 

The articles of religion prepared during the 
last year were agreed to by the convocation ; 
and thus was the reformation of doctrine and ' 
worship brought to its completion. No fur- 
ther change took place in them in the reign of 
Edward and very little afterwards except that 
some of the articles were put in more general 
ternKj^ in the days of Elizabettu 
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Ecclesiastical laws — The Trinity, &c. — Heresies — 
Punishment of heretics and others — Against Simo- 
ny — Examination of candidates for orders — Purga- 
tion — The poor— Church officers — Duty of bishops— 
Annual convocations— Excommunication— Receiv- 
ing of penitents-pReformation of the clergy — Coun- 
cil of Trent — Dioces^ d^ided — Mode of appointing 
bishops — Letters patent to teach the catechism — 
Sickness of Edward— His charities— His death — 
His character. 

WHEN men of tried wisdom and approv- 
ed integrity, have departed this life, there is 
a pleasure in contemplating not only their 
deeds but their intentions : especially if those 
men were the chief actors in laying the foun- 
dation of a political edifice, or removing the 
excresrencies of an ecclesiastical polity. If 
by any occurrence of circumstances, they wT.re 
prevented from accomplishing all they desired, 
memorials of their wishes may serve to guide 
survivors in the path of improvement, or warn 
against errors left unreformed ; although un- 
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alloyed truth can 6e found no whjBffe but in 
the Bible, as imperfection must adhere to every 
thing human. 

Cranmer an^^hia colleagues^ had long been 
anxious for tlie completion of a body of eccle- 
siastical laws for the general regulation of the 
church in its various departments. He had 
pressed this subject in the reign of Heni'y. 
Under the present king, thirty-two persons 
were appointed to attend to it ; and subse- 
quently eight'others to prepare the work for 
their review. ^ Of thtfee, Cranmer was one ; 
and he is stated to have drawn up nearly the 
whole — ^^thus proving himself the greatest 
canonist in England. These laws were ar- 
ranged un^er fifty-one titles, and were finished 
in February, 155S. A commission was ap- 
pointed to revise and correct them, that they^ 
might be presented to the king ; but his death 
prevented their being established. . 

The first recognized the Trinity and. the 
eatholic church. It provided that those who 
denied the Christian religion, should suffer 
the loss of their goods, and death. It numbered 
the books of scripture, and declared the power 
of the church to be subject to the scriptures^ 
The four general councils were acknowledg- 
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ed, but all councils wera isubjected to the test 
of acriptttre* The writings of the fathers 
were received, so far as they agreed with 
iscripture. 

The second, enumerated heresies against the 
Trinity, Jesus Christ, and the scriptures ; 
treated of original sin and justification ; con- 
demned the mass and purgatory ; censured all 
who denied magistracy, or asHserted the com- 
munity of goot^ or "of wives, or denied the 
pastoral ofiBce, or asserted that any might 
assume it at pleasure, or W;ho thought the 
sacraments naked signs, or denied the bap- 
tism of infants, or thought none could possibly 
be saved who were not baptised 5 or who 
asserted transubstantiation, or denyid the law- 
fulneda of marriage, especially in the clergy, or 
excused tlieir ill lives by pretence of predes- 
tination, as many wicked men did. From 
these and all other heresies, all were dis- 
suaded. 

The third, provided, that obstinate heretics 
should be declared infamous, incrapable of 
public trust, or gi% ing^testimony in any court; 
and thus>all capital proceedings for heresy 
were abolished. 
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The fourth^ prorided tbatblasplieniy; flowr 
ingirom hatred^ or rage against God^ sbould 
be puaiahed in the same manner a9 hefe%^. 

The fifth, was about baptis^m, the Lofd^s 
supper, retaining imposition of hand^ ^n wdi^ 
nation, celebrating marriages with solemnity, 
confirmation by bis^hops^ and pastoral visits to 
tbe sick. 

The sixth, forbade witohci^aft, idolatry, ma^^ 
gic, and consulting with conjurers, under 
penalty of excommumcatiott. 

The seventh, declared thai bishops sbould 
carefully examine all who presented themselves 
for license, and once a year gather together all 
the licensed preachers in their dioceses, mak- 
ing strict inquiry into the state of each flock-*r- 
what vices abounded^ and what remedies were 
necessary. Those who refused to hear ser- 
' mons, or made disturbance in churches were to 
be separated from the ^communion. > It seems 
to have been designed that there should be 
evangelists in every diocese — prieachers who 
should itinerate and be confined to^ no settled 
cure. * 

The eighth, ordained that baon^shonld be 
published before maiftage, that seducers should 
marry those they deceived or be excommuoi- 
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cated^ or if unable to marry should give them 
t>fle4bird of thdr goods and endure other 
piini^hments* Marmges without the consent 
of |>arents^ were declared Hull. Mothers 
Were required to sackle their children. 

By the ninth, marriage within tfie levitical 
degrees atfd those reciprocal to them, was for- 
bidden. 

The tenth, was against adultery. 
By the eleventh, patrons were directed not 
to abuse benefices tobas^ or sacrilegious ends. 
Benefices were not to be given or promised 
tiefore they were void, nor to lie dedtitute more 
. than six months on pain of their devolving to 
the bishop. As the character of clergymen 
Was one of the prihcipal things, on which the 
happiness of the church depended, all candi- 
dates were to be examined by the arch-deacon 
and such others as the bishop should appoint, 
and by the bishop himself. Moreover, they 
were to make oath that they would answer 
sincerely to the questions proposed. The 
chief subjects of examination were, the points 
of doctrine mentioned in the catechism, care 
was to be taken that they cherished no heretical 
opinions and it was to be ascertained that they 
understood the scriptures* None were to be 
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admitted to more cures tbun otie— all plurali- 
' ties were forever to cease. None w£re to be 
absent from their cures except for a time^ aad 
on good excuse^ deemed sufficient by theordi* 
nary^ who was to take great care that no 
absence was allowed for a longer time than 
necessary. All. were to enter upon their cure 
within two months after being instituted. Pre- 
bendaries who had no particular charge were 
to preach in the churches adjacent, to tliem. 
Bastards were not to be admitted to orders^ 
unless they had eminent qualities. 

The twelfth, and thirteenth^ related to re- 
nouncing and changing benefices. 

The fourteenth, was concerning put^tion 
upon common iame. If any scandal was al- 
leged against a man, the bUhop was empowet- 
ed to make him swear that he was innocent, 
and produce four compurgators who should 
swear that they believed what he swore was 
true. All superstitious purgations, such as 
those born in the dark ages, were rejected. 

The fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth, were about dilapidations of proper- 
ty belonging to churches and colleges, the 
collation^ of benefices; and purgations from 
simony. 
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By the nineteenth;) it was directed that the 
raorniog prayer should be used on holy-days, 
with the communion service ; that the sacra- 
ment s^hould be administered at the cathedrals 
every Sabbath ; that there should be no ser- 
mons at the cathedrals in the morning, because 
they drew the people from their parish 
churches^ though sermons were allowed in 
the afternoon ; that there should be no figured 
music in the anthems ; that, except in large 
parishes, there should be preaching in the 
parish church only in the morning ; that all 
who wished to receive the sacrament, should 
come the day before and inform the minister, 
who was to examine their consciences, and 
their belief J that in the afternoon of holy-days 
an hour should be spent in explainihg the 
catechism; that, after the evening prayers, 
inquiries should: be made respecting the poor ; 
such as had ^ven open scandal should be 
examined, and due penance enjolped ; and, 
moreover, the minister, with some of the 
ancients of the parish, should consult concern- 
ing the state of the people ; that if any behaved 
improperly they should first be cfaaritahly 
admonished, and, if they continued obstinate, 
subjected to severer censures ; but none should 
13 
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be excommnnieated w itboot consent of the 
bishop. Divine offices were not to be per- 
foi*med in chapels or private houses^ lest, 
under that pretence, the churches should be 
neglected, and heresies more readily dissemi* 
nated* Large noble families were permitted 
to have chapels, provided all was agreeable to 
the book of Common Prajer. 

The twentieth, was concerning those who 
bore office in the church,7-6extons, cborcfa- 
wardens, deacons, priests, and rural deans. 
The rural deans were to be named by the 
bishops, and to hold their station for one year. 
Their business was to watch over the manqers 
of the clergy and people in their respective 
districts ; to signify to them the bishops plea^* 
sure, and to m^ke a report i>f their state every 
sixth month. Arch- deacons were appointed 
also as general visitors over the rural deans. 
One of the prebendaries, or some person pro- 
cured by them, was, twice a week, to expound 
a portion of the scriptures. The bishops 
were to be over all, and to remember that 
their authority was given them in order that 
many might be brought to Christ, and that 
wanderers from the fold might be restored by 
repentance. All were to obey the bishop so 
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far as agreeable to the word of God. He was 

to preach often in.his church ; wa« to ordain 

none rashly, or for reward ; to provide good 

pastors, atul to deprive bad ones. He was to 

visit hi* tjiocese every third year, or oftener as 

iie saw cause, but he was to do it at bis own 

expense : he was to have yearly synods, and 

to conirm such as were well instructed : his 

family Was to consist oC clergymen whom he 

was to briog^up to tlie service of the church, 

and thus, imitating those of St. Austin and 

other ancient bishops, to furnish a means of 

supplying the great want of good and faithful 

ministers : his wife and children were to avoid 

all levity, and vain dressing : he was never 

to be absent from his diocese, except upon 

public and urgent cause; and when he became 

sick or^ infirm, he was to have a coadjutor. 

If he became scandalous or heretical, he was 

to be deprived by the king's authority. The 

archbishops were to exercise ,the episcopal 

functions in their Own dioceses ; were once to 

visit their whole province; to oversee the 

bishops ; to admonish them for what was 

amiss ;^to receive 4ind judge appeals ; and to 

call provincial synods when necessary, having 

first obtained license so to do from the king. 
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Every bishop wfts to have a ^^nod of fais 
clergy at some time during lent: these 
synods to begin with the Jitany, a sermon^ 
and the communion ; after whicb^ adjourning 
to some private place^ the clergy Were to give 
the bishop an account of the state of the 
diocese^ and to consult about whatever requir- 
ed attention, each priest giving . his opinion, 
and the bishop deliv^eringthe sentence ; all 
was to be concluded as speedily as possible, 
and the decision held subject to an appeal io 
the archbishop. 

The nine next, related to church-wardens, 
universities, tithes, visitations, testaments, and 
ecclesiastical censures, suspension, sequestra- 
tion, deprivation. ^ 

The thirtieth, treated of excommunication. 
This they founded, on anthdrity given of God 
to the church, ^0 remove scandalou&r and cor- 
rupt persons from the sacraments, and from 
fellowship with Christians, and to continue 
this refpoval until they gave clear signs of 
repentance, and submitted to such spiritual 
punishments as had a tendency to subdue the 
flesh, and save the spirit. This power was 
entrusted to churchmen, and chiefly to arch- 
bishops, bishops, arch-deacons, deans, and 
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^ny otbei:s appointed by Ihe cliurch. None 
were to be excommunicated but those who 
continued obstinate iti great faults; and^ to 
prevent rasbnesSj,bewhos|btrnJadgment^ wa^ 
to ha^^e associated With him a justice of the 
peace^ also^ the miniater of the parish where 
tb^ party lived; and two or tbre:e learned 
presbyters ; in the presence of all of whom^ 
. was the subject to beexamined, and the sen- 
tence^ which was to be in writing, pronounced* 
The sentence was to be published in the 
parish where the party Uved, and in the 
neighboring parishes^ that all -might %void hia > 
conpipaBy. Kone% l>ut his own family, were . 
allowed ta eat, drink, or associate with him^ ^ 
under pain of excommutiicaticm^ If h^ con* 
tinued forty <Iays without repentance, it' was 
to be certified to the cbaiicery, and » writ to ^ 
issue "for -putting him in prison. On bis - 
becoming sensible^ of hi» offence^ and submit- 
ting to such punishments as were prescribed, 
the 4sentence was to be remitted, and he pub- 
licly reconciled to the church. <* This was to = 
take place against those who being condemned ' 
for capitftloffehces, obtained the king^s pardon, 
but were notwithstanding to be subject to 

church censures." 

IS* 
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Penitents were to be received in the. fallow- 
ing manner. They were to stand without the 
churchy and request to be agai&received into it; 
then the ministor was to. conduct them in, and> 
in along discourse, the formi)f which was pre^ 
scribed^ to declare to the people. the heinous- 
ness of sin^ and the^ roereies of God in the 
gospel. After which, he was to shew the 
congi!egation that as hardened sinners were to 
be abhorred^ so sincere penitents were to be 
received with bowels of compassion. Then, he 
was to warn the excommunicate not. to modk 
Ghodand deceive th@; people by a feigned con- 
trition. This done, the penitent was to repeat 
first, a general confession^ then to name his sic^ 
.rad to pray to God for mercy to himself, and 
that none might be defiled by his evil example. 
He was then to beseech, ,(he people to forgive 
him, ajnd receiye him once ibore into their feh 
•lowship. Upon this, the minister was to ask 
the congregation if they would grant his re- 
quest ; and all answering ih the affirsiative, he 
was (alay his hand upon his headend absolve 
him from the pnniahmaBt of his oflbnoes, and the 
bond of his excomniimk^ation ; and thus tores- 
tore him to his plajce in the chozcb of God. 
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Thanks were to be offered at the allav for his 
restorattoti« 

: The remaiader of the laws referred princi- 
pally^ to the regulation of the ecclesiastical 
courts. 

Di^riog this yeftr, i552f attei»pts were made 
to correct the disorderd of the clergy. These 
disorders sprang from the extreme poverty 
and misery to which they were reduced. But 
nothing was doneu Some of the ministers of 
the altar^ as stated by a writer who addressed 
the lord chandellor, were carpenters and tay- 
lorsy others kept ale-tioases* It was justly 
deemed a reproach that while the nation was 
so ready to support supei*8tition> it should af- 
ford so little encouragement to true religion. 
Many of the clergy did not obey the king's 
inj unctions with respect to the maintenance of 
students at the unit'ersities. In schools and 
colle&;es^ the poor scholitrships were generally 
ftUed with the children of the rich. Livings 
were scandaloasly said ; and the greater part 
of tfie eountry okrgy were so ignorant they 
could do Httlemore than read* 

The council of Trent still continued its ses- 
sion in Germany. Alter reiterated applications^ 
a safe conduct was at length granted to the 
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protestant divines^ but tlieir propositions were 
treated with great scorn by the pope's legates^ 
who seizing a convenient oppoHunity suspend- 
ed the coancil two years, • 

The princes and bishops had long wished 
for a general council as a means of composing 
differences concerning religion^ and reforming 
abuses in the church' t)f Rome ; while the pope 
had as long dreaded Jt through fejarthatit 
would lessen his profit and prerogative. The 
attention of all therefore wai^. turned towards 
this of Trent. But such was the number of 
poor Italian bishops^ as well as the igaoranee 
of many of the rest, sucb the dissentipns of 
the princes, and such the cunning of thjd le- 
gates, that it ended with producing more harm 
than benefit. 

Maurice of Saxe, who had been placed in 
command of the imperial army^ made such use 
of his power that the emperor was obliged to 
fiy, and a complete revolution was effected in 
favor of the prote3tants ; so- that, eventually, 
the edict of Passau was made, by which the 
several princes and towns were secured in the 
free exercise of their religion. 

Sundry changes where made in thebish* 
oprics in England/ and ampng the rest; thai of 
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Duresme^ being fotiiid too large, was divided. 
The superfluous plate, jewels, &c. of the 
cathedrals and churches were sold ; oue, two, 
or more chalices of silver being. reserved for 
each church or chapel,^^besides furniture for the 
coihinuBion-table and far surplices. 

Nor TY^re these the only circumstances 
worthy of note in the progress of the cause. 
The king's letters-patent appointing to bish- 
oprics, deserve some attention. They began: 
with mentioning the vacancy of t^e see, de- 
dared that the king being informed of the 
g'bod qualifications of the person named, ap- 
pointed him bishop during life or good beha- 
viour, gave him power to discharge the duties 
Df a bishop, restored to him the temporalities, 
and ended with a charge to the archbishop to 
consecrate him. The episcopal function was 
acknowledged to be of divine appointment; and 
the king merely named the person to be made 
bishop in sucl^ manner as lay patron's present 
to the livings, except that he gave him legal 
authority to exercise his office in such part of 
the dominions as wa« designated. The office, 
itself was received by imposition of hands. 
Only in a temporal point of view were the 
bishops dependant upon the king, in a spiritual 
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sense^ they derived their power from the apos- 
tles^ through those who coosecrated them. 

In 1533^ the Iqng by letters-patent^ iiuthorm- 
ed all schooljQEiasterfi to teach a new 4ud falW 
catechbm, compiled aa is believed^ Jby Powet; 

But the. ini^f ruction of the young as weH as 
spreading the scriptures ampng the old^ and 
indeed the whole system of the reformation, 
was now abotit ta descend for a season to the 
grave. !&dward^ the hope of the church, the 
good, the pious king, became very ill. Having 
had the measles and then the small- pox, aiid 
having repeatedly taken cc^l from violent ek- 
erdse, he approached the borders of the tomb^ 

During his illness Mshop Ridley preached 
before him, dwelling much on work« of chari- 
ty, and especially on the^duty^i^f men in high 
stations to be eminent in such works. Tlie 
king felt thia aubject to the quick. He sent 
for the bishop, praying that he would direct 
him inthe^ischarge of hiisduty. The bishop 
was deeply affected by this conduct in the 
young king, and burstinto tears. He begged 
time for jr^flection and asked leave to consult 
with the lord mayw ^and court of aldermen, 
which being granted, and the king having 
written requesting that they would consult 
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speedily hpw the poor should be i*elieved ; in 
conclusion^he ordered the Gray Friar^s church 
uenrNewgate, to be a hotise for orphans; St. 
Bartholomews near Smithfield^ to be an hospi- 
tal, and gaye his oWn Imuse of Bridewell to be 
a place of correction and work for such as were 
wilfully idle. He ako confirmed and enlarg- 
ed the grant for the hospital of St, Thomas 
in South wark^ which he had erected mA en*, 
do wed in the previous August. And when 
on the Sfith of June, he set his hand to these 
foundations, be returtied thanks to 0od for 
prolonging his life to see their completion. 

He expressed greai submission to the will 
of God, smd appeared glad at the approach of 
death, only s(iying that he was desirous of Ufe 
for the sake of the ehurch. 

Fears being entertained thut evil conse* 
quences^ would result frcfm the reign of lady 
Mary, the king was persuaded to pass over 
both his sijsters, and settle the crown on lady 
Jane Gray. This was contrary to the regular 
isuccesision, and was. opposed by the judges and 
hy Cranmer, who would never consent to dis« 
inheritiiig the daughters of his late master; 
but; with great difficulty^ the duke of North- 
umberland effected it» 
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Edward gre^ sensibly worse. .Atleiigt|i 
on the 6tli of July he saw bis end approaching/ 
and composed himiself todepart in a most de* 
vout manner. His- whole exercise was ia 
short prayers and ejaculations. The last that 
he was heard tojise was in tbesp words, ^ Lord 
God, deliver nie out of this miserable and 
wriBtcherf life, and take me among thy chosen :* 
^owbeit, not my will bnt thine be done : Lord 
I commit my apirit to thee : O Lord iboa 
knowest how happy it were fbr me to be with 
thee ; yet for thy chosen's sJike send me life 
and health thatl may trnly serve thfee. O 
my Lord God, bless my people, and save thine 
inheritance. O Lord GoA, save thy chosen 
people of England : O Lord God; save this 
realm from papistry, and maintain thy true 
religion, that I and my people may prahie thy 
holy name, for Jesus Christ his sake.^ Dis- 
covering some persons neat> he appeared trou- 
bled at the idea of their having heard him„ 
liut, with a pleasant countenance, said he had 
been praying to G^d, Soan after, the pangs 
of death coming on, he said to sir Henry Bid*, 
ney, who was holding him in his arm^ I am 
faint — and with a prayer— Lord have mercy on 
iae and receive my spirit — breathed 6ut bis 
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m>ul. Blessed ate the 4ekd who die in the 

Lord, for they rest fr6ni their labors and their 

works do follow tliam/ 

- King Edward departed from this world in 

the sixteenth yearof bis age. He was regarded 

as the wondci* of his time. He was learned 

in, the laiignages, in the sciences^ and in the 

state of the kingdom. He had acquired great 

^knowledge oq alt subjects and attended very 

closely to all affairs, both foreign and domestic. 

His virttte and tnie piety also were very great 

He took particular care of the stiits of the 

* poor, and was very attentive to paying his own 

debts. He took nofes of whatever he heard 

in germons that had reference wore PspeciaUy 

tohimgelfyStud judged of all men by their zeal 

for religioti. He felt himself bound in con- 

science not to consent to- his sister Mary's 

having mass, because be thought it the duty of 

all kings to root oat idolatry. On this subject 

be argued so learnedly with the Bishops that 

they left him amazed at his knowledge in divi- 

nity. He was so affable that he was easy of 

access at all times, insomuch that he was gener- 

ally beloved. He' was compared to king Jo- 

slab. Much was expected from the reign of 
13 
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dttcb a monarch, but fst the sins nf the peo^e^ 
ke was taken to a belter trorid. 
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Lady Jane Gray ptocIaiine<i7n>Mar7 tnadc Queen — 
Her characterr-^Gardiner^s policy-— Edward's fune- 
ral— DisturbaTjce at St PauPs— Mary's answer to. 
the'menx)f SuSblfe-^ Bradford and Rogers impriaon- 
$id-^P(^ish bisftpparcstomi-— The reformers turned 
out oC^eir piilpHs, and papists put mtbeirplaces'— 
Hooper and etheiis imprisoned^magesi Latin ser- 
vice and old rite8> once more — Oranmer'^ conduct— ^ 
He refuses to fiy — He and Latimer sent to the 
tower-^The Queen treats with the pope — Joy at 
Rome— ^Pool sent as legate but stopped— Lady Jane 
€f ray executed— Elizuibeth imprrsoned-^Potpery re- 
established: throughout '-England — Dispute JEit Ox- 
ford— Cranm^r, Latimefj and Ridley condemned* 

THE Lord's ways are not as our ways, 
not- his {honghts as oar thoughts. Had the 
rising church been left to decide, Edward 
would have continued on the throne of Eng- 
land until the reformation was perfectly esta- 
blished^ and^ the rubbish of superstition swept 
away entirely. Instead of that, we see him 
summoned to the tomb, arid in his room, not 
a protestant, not a friend to pure and undefiled 
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religion raised up^ bOt a daughter of Rome^ a. 

patroness of ignorance and persecution. ' 

" God 18 hia own mferpretcr, 
• " Aad he yiv\H make it plain*" 

Pursuant to tbe will of Edward^ lady Jane 
Gray was proclaimed j but the people generally 
declared for Mary, as d^, at iengtfa;| the coun- 
eil, and she was accepted as queen. Had not 
the duke of Northumberland been hateful to 
the nation, this event would not haVe been 
effecteil without bloodshed. Xady Jane her- 
self had no desire to reign. She thought the 
throne belonged to Mary, and she was a wo- 
man of remarkable piety and learning, who 
bad no relish for the station of queen. Mary 
however, sent her and faer principal adherents, 
to the tower. 

On her way to Loudon, the new queen was 
met by. Elizabeth ; who,; with a thousand 
lior«e had cpme to a^ist her in obtaining the 
crown. 8he made her entry on the third of 
August, with ^'eat pomp. When she went 
to the tower, whither it was customary fur 
kings and queens to go pieyious to their coro- 
nlition ; Gardiner, the duke of Norfolk, and 
some others wfere set at liberty. 
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Mary was naturally of a sombre cast of 
mind^ inclined to superstition and melancholy. 
Tfiis native disposition was not a little increas- 
ed by her adversities^ insomuch that she be- 
came peevish *nd splenetic, In the differences 
between her parentis, she followed her mothei-^s 
interests, whieli were in fact^ her own. A.t one 
time her father had become highly offended 
with her, and but one man dared to plead^her 
cause ; that maa was Granmer. He saved her' 
life. After her mother's tleath^ she professed, 
thongb with much dissimulation^ an implicit 
' obedience ia her father, declaring she would 
have no. opinion^ but that he should take her 
heart into his keeping, and impress upon it 
whatever his inestimable virtue, high wisdom, 
and excellent learning, should think convenient 
for her. During her father's life, she was ex*'^ 
actly compliant to his will, and afteit his deatte 
she plead fm no other religbn tbafi that esta- 
blished by him^ but now that she had ascended 
the throve, she manifested her secret wish; 
which was for downright popery. 

Gardiner, who was a subtle man, desire^* 

to carry religion back^^ first to what it was at 

king Henry's deaths and then, by slow degrees^ 

to popery ; but Mary herself wafe anxious tn 
13* 
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retutn immediately tcr the cutboUe church ; as 
she called the church of Rome. Fearing (hat 
his influence was nol sufficiefitly great, Gar^ 
diner ivrotetothe emperor^OD whom theque^ 
greatly relied; that, if bis majetlty would per- 
suatle her to make him chaucelior, he Would 
so order affairs that th^y should be brought 
back in due tim6 to what she wished. In Ibis 
be was the more earnest, because he under- 
stood she had sent foi* cardinal Pool, who, he 
assured the emperor, in his zeal for the pope- 
dom, would undo alK He stated that the 
people were not ripe for an immediate return 
to the bosom of Rome, partly, because thej 
held the church lands which must be given up, 
and partly, because f<)r the litst twenty-fiv^ 
years, popery had been set forth to them as the 
most intolerable of all tyrannies. Gardiner 
succeeded. The emperor witite to the queen 
in his favor, and he was made chancellor. 
So that now, the measu^re of Mary's councils 
was, to do every thing slowly and by suchfsure 
steps as should put little to hazard* The 
duke of Northamberland was condemned and 
executed. At his death, he declared te had 
always been apapist^ tfacmgh^ after the foil of 
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the protecioT^ he liad beeii fhe priaeipal i^eiii. 
ber «r: the cot^Bii^il oi king BilwanL 

Oo the? eighth of August, took place the no^ 
lemnities of Edwaicl^s funeraL It was in- 
tended tbftt the burial rites should be accord- 
ing to the old forms^ but tbk, Granmer stoutly 
oppo^ed^ in^^tlng that the king was a zealous 
promoter of Jh^ reforinatioo, and, moreover, 
(hat the English seririce wa» theti established 
by law. He performed himself, all the offices 
of the burial^ to which he joined the solemni- 
tiws'of a communion. His was, undoubtedly, a 
sincera sorrow ; foi* not only -did he lot^e the 
kiiig^ beyond exprf^ssion> lie also had reason 
to regard his fuueral as the hurial of the re- 
formation, and-the herald of bis own ckath. 

On ibe twelfth of August, Mary made an 
, open declaration in council, that, notwithstand- 
ing her consetence had been i^taid in matters 
of reUgiotr,yet^sher wad resolved not to compel 
or strain othei$. Bbe ejipre^sed a hope, that, 
through the opening of JGrod'« word, by godly, 
Tirtoous, and learnBtl preachers, the people 
l¥ould be persuaded to embrace the truth, 

Now, all the deprived bishops expected to 
be pliK^d immediately in their sees, Bonner 
went to St. Paul's, on Sunday the thirteenth 
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of August, and BdutDeyhh chuplaiJi, preached 
before him. Bourne spoke honorably of £un^ 
ner, and reflected sharply on the proceedings 
agains.t him during the reign of king J£dward« 
This caused a great tumult, and would have 
cost Bourne his life, if Bradford and Rogers^ 
two reformed preachers in great credit with.the 
people, had not appeased them. 

This was pretsisely such an event as the 
papists desired. Immediately they* prohibit- 
ed all preaching, except by those who bad the 
queen's speciallicense, and thus atone blow^ 
closed the mouths of all the reformers*. At . 
the same time, the queen announced, that she . 
was of the same religion she had professed 
from her infancy. The people^ well knew 
that to be popery, and (hey anticipated an en- 
tire destruction of all refoi*matiDn» - 

The men of Suffolk who were the first to 
rally round the queen on her seeking the 
crown, and to whom, on account of their love 
for reformation, she had promised that there 
should be no innovations in religion, came 
now to expostulate with her, and to remind 
her of hw pledge. She returned .them no 
other answer than that they, being membfirs>. 
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must learn to obey tht head^ and not think to 
bear rul6 over it ' 

Bradford aud Rogers ^ho had Jippeased 
the tumult at St. Pauls% and saved the life 
of Bourne^ vj^ere treated with great severity. 
Their appeasing the people was considered a 
proof that theiy had great interest with them^ 
ami, therefore^ a presumption that they had 
excited the tumult, and on this presumption 
they wef e seht to the tower. 

Bonner, Gardiner, and the other deprived 
popish bishops, were restored to their sees.* 

On the twenty-ninth of AugusJ^ Gardiner 
Was empowered to give licenses under the 
great seal of England^ to such preachers as 
be should select. The reformers, seeing that 
there was no hope of their obtaining any li- 
censes, and also that their pulpits were about 
to be filled with men: who would mislead their 
people, concluded, that, notwithstandii^ the 
interdict^ it w»as their duty io preach openly. 
Borne contented tbemseilyes with having the 
prayers and other service in the churches, 
and instructing the people in private confer- 
ences. Hearing that their orders had been 
disobeyed, the council s^nt for (several and put 
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them in prison, among whom wa9 fioopet*, 
bishop of Gloucester. 

The popish party tbroBgbout S/ogland, 
growing insolent, began to mak^ changes be- 
fore the laws warranted them, and in many 
places^ they set up images, andlthefLatin ser* 
vice, with the old rites. The council eneour* 
aged them to the utmost of Iheir power. 

In many places, where the people were in- 
clined to popery, they drove away theirpastdrSi 
At Oxford, Peter Martyr was So illy used that 
he fled to Lambeth, for protection, but that 
was a poor fortress^ for Orfinmer himself 
daily expected to be sent to prison. He was 
quiet, but he centinded to give public and 
noble tes(timonies to that truth of which he 
had so long been the chief champion. Bon- 
ner behaved with great insolence, andannounc*' 
ed that Cranmer was to be sent to the tower 
immediately. Of this Cranmer. was inform-, 
ed, and his friends advised him to fly beyond 
sea, but he refused to to do^i saying tliat, as a 
persecution wasrising, he would notdissuade 
others from flight, but,^ considering the station 
he occupied, and the leading part he had taken 
in the reformation, he thought it indecent for 
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him to fly. From thU opimon no intreaties 
could mbye him. 

Seeing GraBmer so qiii^i, Bontier charged 
him with an inteRtiop to confornQ, whereupoii 
he djre w np a declaration of the falsehood of 
the charge, and of his willingness to defend 
all the doctrines and order of religion set 
forth dariDg the reign of kidg Edward, as 
most conformable to the institution of Christ, 
and to the ptrarctice of the apostles, and of the 
primitive church. Thirhe determined to use 
f uMidy, but^ before he had fully completed 
it, it was procured and published without his 
h^iowledge: in consequence of which he was 
called beforti the star-chamben -Hp acknow- 
leged the production as his, but declared his 
sorrow, th»t it had gone from firm so soon, as 
he had intended enlarging it. and affixing it to 
ahedoor of St, Paulas, and the other churches 
in London, with his band and seal annexed* 
Contrairy to the expectation of all men he was 
disiirissed. This was owing to the following 
circumstance. Gardiner knew that he could 
not succeed him in the areh-bishopric, but that 
the queen intended Pool for that office, and 
he therefore, resolved to preserve Cranmer as 
long as possible. It was moved by dome 
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4nembers of tfae council that Cranmer sb6aH 
be merely deposed^ aad a small pension allow, 
ed him with a charge to refire and not meddle 
with religion. He was general^ beloved for 
the gentleness of his temper, and fears were 
entertained that proceeding severely gainst, 
himy would alienate the people, and endanger 
affairs in the 'next parlmment. The more 
relentless of his enemies objected to his being 
spared, contending that, as he was the chief 
prOmotpr of heresy, lenity towards him would 
make others obstinate. With these the queen^ 
forgetting the services rendered her during the 
iife of her father, and mindful only that ha 
pronounced the s^n^enc^e of divorqe against 
her mother, joined her influence, so. that, at 
length on the thirteenth of September, he and 
Latimer were se;nt to the tower, 

The foreign r^sformers generally, were allow- 
ed to depart. Among these were PeterMartyr ; 
and John A. im^oo, with bis flockt Mapy of 
the English fled the coantry, some in the 
company and as the servants of French pro- 
testants. But the pouncil soon took effectual 
measures to prevent tbis« Some who escaped 
were eminent divines, vrbo being attached to no 
cure, felt themselves under no obligation to re« 
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oriOtherwise separated from tlieir flocks^ they 
coBcetved that they did not, by flying, incar 
the censure of hirelings looking only to their 
own safety. 

On the first of October, Mary was crowned, 
with alt the ceremoiiies of popery. On the 
tenth, parFianient met. Two of the reformed 
bi^iops who attended, were deprived of their 
seats for refasing lo worship the mass. An 
act was passed confirming the marriage of king 
Henry to queen Catbarine, and declaring the 
- divorce unlawful. , All the layi^s passed in the 
reign of king Edward ori the subject df reli* 
gion, were repealed, and the service used in the 
last year of king Henry adopted. 

Mary,forgetful of the readiness with which 
her sister, Elizabeth flew to her aid, when 
she was seeking the crown, treated her with 
roughness. ^ 

On the third of November, Cranmer, the 
lady Jane Gray, and several others were at- 
tainted. By this attainder, Cranmer was le- 
gally divested of his arch-bishopric, but not 
spiritually, according to the canon-law, and it 
was resolved to allovir him to continue arch- 
bishop until he was solemnly degraded, agree- 
14 - 
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ably to the popish ^de. The queen Was 
determined to give him his life nt this time, 
thinking that by so doing she was released 
from her obligation to him ; resolving however 
to have him proceeded against for. heresy, that 
' thus it might appear she did not act from a 
spirit of revenge, or on any personal account^ 
but purely for the sake of religion. She wish- 
ed to seem willing to pardon injqries against 
herself, but on the subject of popery she was 
inexorable. — Cranmer remained in prison. 

By a secret messenger, the queen signified 
to the pope her desiri^ tq bring back her king- 
dom to his sway, at the same time requesting 
that her intention might not be divulged, Ij^t it 
should create disturbance. She desired how- 
ever, that cardinal Pool might be sent over 
with a legatine power. This intelligence 
caused great joy at Home. The prospect of 
England becoming once more tributary*~Bng. 
land, which, in anei^l; time had proved so 
abundant a source of wealth, filled the pope 
and cardinals with gladness. A public rejoic- 
ing of three days was kept. Pool was dis- 
patched immediately. 

Gardiner discpyering this, besought the em- 
peror to stop his journey, declaring that all 
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tbidgs were gotug on well, and tlial his coming 
would ruin alL The emperor stopped him. 
Mary also sent to him at Oillin^, a town on 
the Danube, lamenting that her message to the 
pope had been lunde so public, and informing 
hipi that his^comingover was occasioning great 
disturbance. She asked hUp. to delay his 
journey, and requested his advice on sutidry 
subjects. ; fie recommended an immediate re- 
turn to popery, without any tQmpori2ing or 
fear pfcon^eguenc^s* But Gar<liner^s jpolicy 
prevailed. 

/rhe emperor proposed to Mary a match 
with bis {son Philip, to which she consented. 

SceiAg this design of unitiiig witHRome 
and marrying Philip, the commons were much 
alarmed ; they i^ent an earnest and humble ad- 
dress to the queen, intreating her not to marry 
a stranger. She dissolved their session. 

' An i^ssemblage of the convocation was held, 
and Bonner presided. A disputation, chiefly 
on the subjeqt of the corporal presence, was 
carried on, in which a very few of the reform- 
ers Were allowed to take part. They, how- 
ever, after receiving much insolent treatment, 
were finally silenced by the prolocutor saying, 
^You have the Ivord but we have the sword.' 



d by Google 



160 

So unpopulii' was tWmatch M^hh Philip, 
that revolts beg^ii to take place^ but the«e/ 
with some difficaUy, were qaelied, atid Wiat 
a ringleader put4:d death. 

Lady JaiijB Grey ami her husband were ex- 
erted. Writi»g to her fathep shortly be- 
fore her death she.said, " She rejokcd at b^r 
approachiog end> since nothing could be to her 
more welcome than to be delivered frdiii that 
valley of misery, into that Heavenrly Ihrone U^ 
which sh6 was to be advanced/^ At the scaf. 
fold, having desired the people's prayers, she- 
kneeled downand repeated the ftfty. first psahii. 
Then sheiaid her head upon the bl6ck, and 
cried out, Lord, into thy bands I recommend 
my spirit. — She did not deserve this death, for 
she accepted of the royal authority most un- 
willingly, and only at the earnest solicitation 
of her father- — and, moreover, in compliance 
with king Edward's will. 

Without any foundation, Elizabeth was : 
charged with promoting the }ate revolts, and 
put in prison. ^ 

The nation being now settled, the queen 
gave instruction^ to the bishops' to take the 
circuit of their diocesps, and restore all things 
to the state in which they were in the da^s of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



161 

her father^ removing all married clergymen^ 
establishing ancient ceremonies, punishing he* 
retics, compelling the people to attend churchy 
&c. She directed that the bishops should no 
.more proc^eed in her name in t)ieir courts,. ami 
that -the oath of supremacy should not be ex- 
acted. . 

The bishops were made to suffer first. Seven 
were deprived because they were married. Six 
were turned out, for other reasons. These re- 
movals, with three deaths, paved the way for 
the appointment of sixteen new popish bishops. • 

This done, the bishops began to execute the 
queen^s injunctions. The new service was 
evety where cast t>ut, and the old ceremonies 
set up. The most eminent preachers in Lon- . 
don were put in confinement A geni'ral as- 
sault was made upon the clergy throughout 
England, on account of their wives. Out of 
sixteen thousan<l, twelve thousand are suppos* 
ed to have suffered. Some were deprived 
withoutconviction. Some were turned out with- 
out beii>g cited to appear^ Many who were in 
prison were cited and turnedout, for not appear- 
ing when they could not. Some left their 
wives for their livings. They were all sum- 
marily deprived. And, moreover, after their 
14* 
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deprivation they were forced to leave tiieir 
wives. This piece of cruelty was founded 
upon a pretence that they had ' made a vow. 
In order to justify all this, writings were pub*, 
lished against the marriage of the clergy. 

The reformers complained that;the disputes 
of the last convocation were unfairly conduct* 
ed^ (heir principal men being in prison/and 
those who were allowed to speak, much inter- 
rupted. It was therefore resolved to hold 
disputations at Oxford in the presence of thfe 
university, anij to this end the convocation sent 
the prolocutor* and several members of their 
body to that place, and, as Cranmer and Rid- 
lev were the most learned of the reformers, 
they were removed from the tower of London 
to the prisons of Oxford - To them v as join- 
ed Latimer, then about eighty years of age. 
He w|s never accounted a man of learning, 
but he had been a celebrated preacher, and 
had probably promoted the reformation as 
much by his labors in the pulpit, as others by 
their pens. 

The papists came to Oxford the thirteenth 
of April, 1554. They sent for the bishops, 
and sssigneliV theni a^ day each for defending 
their doctrine, but ordered them to be Jcept 
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apart^l and deprived of ill access to books or 
nobs. 

Three questions, were to be disputed, viz : 

Whether the natural body (rf Christ waa, 
really in the sacrament ? ' 

Whether any other substance remained be- 
sides the body and blood of Christ? 

Whether in the mass there was a propitia- 
tory sacrifice, for the dead and living? 

When Crahmer was brought forth, Weston 
the prolocutor, exhorted him to rcikirn to the 
unity of the church. He answered with great 
gravity and modesty, ^ I am as mucb^for unity ^ 
as any, but it must be a umty jn Christ and 
according to the truth.^ 

When the dispute with Cranmer began, 
Weston made a singular istumble in the open- 
ing of his speech. He said ^ Ye are this day 
ftsseitibled to confound the detestable *heresy 
of thi^ verity of Christ's body in the sacrament.' 
But, recovering himself be proceeded. The 
dispute was carried on, Cranmer in ihe nega- 
tive answering all their arguments. 

The next day Ridley was brought before 
his antagonists. He maintained the same 
ground with Cranmer, until the prolocutor was 
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iired^ and called out to the audience to cry 
with him, ^ truth has the victory.^ 

When Latimer was brought forth, he told 
them he had not us^d Latin muoh these twenty 
years, and was not able to dispute ; but he 
would declare his faith, and then they might 
do as they pleased. He denied the corporal 
presence^ and lamented theit changing the 
communion into a mass ; .taking the cop from 
the people, and having the service in an un- 
knowiS tqpgue. Perceiving they laughed at 
him, he told them, to consider his great age, 
and to tjiink what they might be when they 
came to it. They pressed him much to an* 
swer their arguments ; he said his memory 
was gone, but his faith was grounded on the 
word of God. 

During the whole disputation, there was, as 
Bidley states, great disorder .; perpetual shout- 
ings, tauntings, and reproaches — so that it 
looked rather like a stage^ than a school of 
divLies. 

After it was over the refbrmers were brought 
before the papists, and required to subscribe 
with them. This they refused, as the dis- 
putatiou had not been fairly conducted ; where- 
upon they were pronounced obstinate heretics, 
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and declared to be no longer members of the 
church. - 

Upon- which Cranmer «aid^ ^' From this 

yonr Judgment and sentence^ I appeal to the 

jttst judgment of AIi&ightyGpd, trusting to be 

present with him in Heaven, for whose pre- 

. senee on the altar lam thus condemned.^ 

Bidley answered, ^^ Although I be not of 
yourcompaBy, yet I doubt not but my name is 
written in another place, whither this sentence ' 
will send tis sooner than we should by the 
Course of nature have come.'^ 

Latimer ansi^ered, ^^ I thank 6rod most 
heartily^ that he hath prolonged my life to this 
end, that I may, in this case, glorify God with 
this kind of death.^^ 

Weston replied, "If you goto Heaven, 
with this fatth, then I will never come thither, 
as 1 am thus persuaded/' 

After this there was a solemn procession in 
Oxford, the host being carried by Western 
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CHAP. XII. 

Conduct of die Reformers m prison-^Marj married to 
Philip — Cardinal Pool Arrives — ^Parliament petitions 
to be reconciled to Rome— Their petition graciouslj 
received — All acts against Rome repealed — Laws 
-against heretics revived— Discussion alK>ut heretics 
— Pool propoiSes a reformation ot the clergy — Gar* 
diner advocates persecution— Persecution rages- 
Martyrdom of Rogers, Hooped and others— Dr. 
Taylor-— The nation filled with horror— Gardiner 
leaves the persecution to Bo^neiv^Queen Mary's 
conscience— The Pope's modesty. 

WE behold now glaripg btfore us, through 
no long vista, the, flames of martyrdom: man 
quenching the ftrebraud of his malice in the' 
heart's bipod of his fellow man. It is indeed 
most awful to see such wonstrous perversions 
of every thing sacred — ^the blackest passions 
of the fauQian heart assuming the name, and 
wearing the Imdge of the tender and merciful 
gospel. Truly Satan can transform himself 
into an angel of light. 

« 
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Ridley and liatimer were allowed to have 
some communication with each other in their 
confinement. This privilege was denied Cran- 
mer ; hut letters were^ with difficulty, sent to 
him. In one of these, Ridley wrote that he 
trusted the day of their deliverance out of all 
their miseries, and of their entrance into per- 
petual rest, and perpetual joy and felicity, 
drew nigh. He prayed God to strengthen 
them with the mighty spirit of his grace. He 
desired Granmer to pray for him, as he did also 
for Cranmer. 

The prisoners in London, hearing that the 
papists intended insulting them by «UGh a 
mock disputation as that which took place at 
Oxford, wrote a declaration of their faith y and 
at the same time, declined disputing in any 
other way than by writing ; unless it might 
be before the queen and council, or either house 
of parliament. 

The princess Elizabeth was taken out of 
the tower, and placed in the custody of lord 
Williams, who treated her with great civility ; 
bat the court, not being pleased with this, 
transferred her to the keeping of sir Henry 
Belfield, by whom she was more roughly 
handled. 
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On the S5th Jaly, 1554, queen Mary was 
married to Philip, son of the emperor Charles 
9th. His Spanish gravity and gtiffhess, were 
not pleasing to the English. He, however^ 
saved Elizabeth from the designs of Gardiner^ 
who knowing her attachment to the reforma* 
tion^ Was bent on her destruction. 
During the summer of 1554, the bishops per- 
formed their visitations. Their great object 
was to see that every thing was executed 
according to the queen's injunctions; and, 
above all, that popery was^ fully established* 
They did not re-ordain those who were ordain- 
ed in king Edward's time, but merely recon- 
ciled them to the church, by adding such 
ceremonies as they considered wanting, as 
anointing, giving priestly vestments, &c. 
Bonner, in the course of his visitation^ con- 
ducted with great violence and impiety. He 
caused the passages of scripture which had 
been affixed to the walls of the churches 
against the real presence and other errors^ to 
be erased. 

The carvers and makers of statnes had 
now business enough, roods and other images 
being wanted for all places. 

15 . 
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On the eleventh of November a new parlia^ 
ment was summoned. In the writ of sum- 
mons^ the title ^< Supreme Head of the church" 
was^eft out* 

Affairs being at lengthy in suitable traih^ 
cardinal Fool, the pope's legate, was allowed 
to come to England^ He addressed parlia* 
ment in a long speech, inviting the nation ta 
return to the papal fiee. To this speech 
a response was inunediati^ly given, fot a 
committee of both houses was appointed, to 
prepare a supplication, beseeching^ that they 
might be reconciled to Rome. This petition 
was • presented to the king and queen, by 
both houses on their knees, pray ing them to be 
intercessors with Ihe legate. The interces- 
sion was successful : Fool made another long 
speech, receiving the English nation into 
communion with Borne, enjoining, as a pen- 
ance, the repeal of the late Jaws, and granting 
full absolution in the name of hia^ holiness. 

The penance was performed. An: act pass* 
ed repealing all the acts against the see of 
Rome, since the SOth of Henry 8th» By a 
proviso in this act, however, the lands taken 
from religious housea were not to revert to 
them. Not only were ))ull8 from Rome de- 
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dared lawful, ^nd the title of Supreme Head 
se\i5red from the crown ; but, to encourage 
gifts to the church, the statutes of mortmain 
were repealed for the succeeding twenty 
years. The laws against heretics were re- 
vived, in ail their violence*. . In passing these 
various acts, the bouse of commons i^anifested 
great ardor^ because they saw this the most 
effectual way of recommending themselves to 
th^ queen. • 

All the bills being ended, parliament Was 
dissolved the I6th January, to Gardiner^s no 
small joy. He had now performed every 
thing he had Utttfettakcnr-'^ftriiaff fulfilled 
his promise to the queen, and to the emperor ; 
and, inconsequence, bis reputation a^ a great 
,statesman and dextrous manager, was raised 
to the highest pitchi 

A consultation immediately took place as to 
the mode of dealing with heretics. Cardinal 
Fool advocated lenient measures. He said 
<^ Pastors ought to have bowel^ even to their 
straying sheep. Bishops were mere fathers^ 
and ought to look on those that erred as their 
sick children, and not for that to kill them. 
He thought severe proceedings rather inflamed 
than cared the disease ^ and, especially, that 
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great diflferenGe was to be made between a 

natioQ overrun with errors, and a few indivi-- 

duals infected." His proposal was, to begin 

with a strict reformation of the manners of the 

clergy, as every where their evil lives and 

ignorance^ had always been the most fruitful 

source of heresy. But Cfar<liner, who knew 

^more about intrigues of state than ecclesiastic 

eal affairs, was for violcncte* He felt confident 

tfcat if the reformers knew they were to be 

burnt^ they would soon renounce their errors. 

Both these counsels the queen adopted. She 

encouraged Pool to go on in correcting the 

*•*'■•--, ' • ' ' — — 

luaiiuers 01 ine ciergyj i»iiu~pressed tJ«dinec 

to proceed ugainst the heretics* 

The persecution began. Thirty were ap- 

prebended at a meeting, where one Rose was 

about to, administer the commnnion, according 

to the English book of service. They were 

put in prison. Rogersr who had been for some 

time in confinement, wa% with several others; 

brought before the council. Great pains were 

taken to persuade them to renounce the doc. 

trines of the reformation, and be reconciled to 

Home— but they stood firm[. They were 

remanded to prison^ with orders to keep them 

more strictly than before. 
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On the 25th January, 1S5S, Hooper and 
Kogers were brought before their persecutors ; 
and, both refusing to have any fellowship 
with anti-Christian Rome, they were con* 
demned as obstinate heretics. 
• On the 4th February, Rogers was led to 
Smithfieldf; He asked permission to fiipeak to 
his wife, but this was denied him. Neither 
was he suffered to makie any speech to the 
people. He said a few words, desiring all to 
continue in the doctrine he had taught them ; 
a doctrine for the sake of which, he not only 
had patiently endured all the bitterness and 
cruelty exercised upon him, but also now, most 
gladly, resigned his life, and gave his flesh tt> 
Hie consuD^ing fire. He repeated the fifty, 
irst psalm, and fitted himself fur the stake. 
A pardon w>s offered him if he would recant : 
but he chose to submit to the severe, but short 
suffering .before him, rather than, by apostacy, 
to run the risque of everlasting burnings. The 
fire was kindled, and iie was consumed to 
Ashes. . 

Hopper, after being degraded from hig 
prbstly office, w«s sent to his diocese of 
Gloucejst^r, to be burnt there. \l this be re« 
joiced, hoping by 4iis deatb to confirm the 
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faith of those oyer whom he had formerly 
been placed^ One day's interval was allowed 
him^ which he spent in fasting and prayer. 
Some came to persuade him to acqept of the 
queen's mercy, since life was sweet and death 
bitter. He answered, ^ the death that is to 
come after is more bitter, and the^ife that is 
to follow is more sweet.' Once, as his friends 
parted with him, he shed tears; ^' All my im- 
prisonment,'' said he, ^^has not made me do. 
80 much." On the ninth of February, he was 
led to execution. Being denied leave to speak, 
but allowed to pray, he declared his belief in 
the strain of a prayer. The queen's pardon 
being shewed him he desired them to take it 
away. He prayed earnestly for streng;tb 
from God to ensure his torment patiently; 
and then undressed himself and embraced the 
.jreeds. When he was tied to the stake with 
iron chains, he desired them to spare their 
Uborfor he was confident he should not trouble 
them. The fire was, kindled^ but the wood 
being green burnt ill, and the wind blew away 
the flame of the reeds. He pi'ayed oft, < O 
Jesus, tboo son of David, have mercy on me 
and receive my soul,' and called to the people, 
for tiie love of God^ to toing him Biore fire^ for 
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it. was Uuroing his nether parts but dufnot 
reach his vitals. The fire was renewed, but 
the wind still blew it away and 'prevented its 
rising up to stifle him^ so that he w^s long in 
torment* The last words h^ was heard to 
utter, were, ' Lord Jesus receive my spirit !' 
One of bis hands dropped oiOF, before he died; 
with the other he continued to knock on his 
breast for some time. He was near three 
quarters of an hour in burning. 

Sanders was burnt at Coventry. He was 
condemned for preaching and refusing to con- 
form to the new laws. A pardon was offered 
him also, but he said be held no heresies but 
the blessed gospel of Christ, and that he would 
never recant. When he came to the stake he 
embraced it, and said, ^* Welcome the cross 
of Christ! Welcome everlasting life !'^ And 
so he was burnt. 

Dr. Taylor, parson of Hadtey, followed 
iipxt in the throng of martyrs^ Several of the 
neighboring priests goiog to say mass in bis 
eburcb, be went thither and openly declared 
against it. Immediately Gardiner sent for 
bim tacome to London. Home of his frienils 
advised bim to go out of the way, but he 
said; ^^ He must follow Christ; the good shep- 
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her^, w:bo not only fed his flock, but died for 
it. lie was old^ and thought he should never 
be able, at any other time, to do his good God 
such service as he was then called to,'^ So 
he went with much cheerfulness. Gardiner 
treated him with his usual roughness. He 
was condemned and se^nt to Hadley to be 
burnt/ All the wa^Jie expressed 'great com- 
posure. When brought to the staKe, he told 
the people he had ta^ight them nothing but 
God's holy word, and was now to seal it with 
his blood. One of the gtiard struck him on 
the head, and made him ^ease speakings 
Then he went to his prayers, and so to the 
stake. He was put in a pitched barrel. As 
the wood was laying about, some one flung a 
faggot at his head and broke it. He bled 
profusely ; but his only ailsuer> was, ^^ Oh ! 
friend, I have harm enoughs what "needed 
that ?[^ He repeated the fifty .first psalm ia 
Eng;lisb, at which one of the guard struck 
him on the mouth, and bade bitn speak Lutin. . 
He continued his ejaculations to God, until the 
fire was kindled, and one of the guard Htrdck 
him in the head with his halbert, so that his 
brains fell out. And is it possible that these 
persecutors could call themselves Christians ? 
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Gardiner^ Ivho expected that a few instances 
of cruelty would subdue all opposition to 
popery^ was much disappointed^ for the whole 
nation was filled with amazement and horror ; 
insomuch that he determined to have no more 
to do with the persecution^ but left it to Bon* 
ner — a fit instrument^ whom the very meekw 
ness of the gospel must pronounce both savage 
md brutal. 

The spirit of popeiy was now fully mani- 
fest^ and the people could not but contrast it 
with that of the reforn^ation. In the days of 
king Edward^ the papists were merely turned 
out of tfieir iiViiigs, andi in a vBry fsw ^tf-^ 
stances, imprisoned : but now the reformers 
were put to death with every variety of cruel- 
ty. Some were threatened with having their 
tongues cut out, unless they would promise 
not to make speeches to the people at the 
st^ke. 

Such was the astonishilient of the nation at 
these ci*uelties, and such the disposition to 
charge them to him, that king Philip thought, 
it expedient openly to disavow them. This 
startled the popish clergy a little ; but they 
resolved to go on, and,, rather than the here- 
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tics should escape^ take the whole blame upon 
themselves. 

A petidoD was- sent to the queen from some 
who were beyond sea^ exhorting her^ with 
m^y arguments, to stay the persecution ; and^ 
among other things, reminding her that Gran^ 
mer sated her life in the reign of her father^ 
but all was in vain. 

On the i6th March, Thomas Thompkins 
was burnt at Smithfield, for denying transub- 
stantiation. Bonner labored for some months 
to induce him to recant ; first, by fair means ; 
then, by cruel — tearing out his beard, balding 
his hand in theiBame'tilHbe sinews and veins 
shrunk and burnt, &c^; but finding him incor- 
rigible, he delivered him Co the stake. 

Wm. Hunter, an apprentice of nineteen, 
suffered next. Bonner offered him forty 
pounds to recant — so mercenary a thing did he 
suppose conscience. Daring the nionth of 
March, a number of others were burnt. The 
mode of process was, not . to summon wit- 
nesses, but to present certain articles, and if 
the accused answered to these heretically, 
they were burnt* Ferrar, bishop of St. Da- 
vid^s, was burnt. 
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One Whiter an honett^ poor fisberman^ and 
a very old man^ having sent his son to schodl 
thfit he might learn to read 'the Bible to him^ 
was imprisoned^ and afterwards^ on his an- 
swering as a heretic, burnt. 

Bat the people became so enraged at these 
persecntions, that a stop was put to them, for 
a time. * 

The . conscience of queen Mary, was difr> 
turbed about the charch lands held by the 
crown. She made a surrencjler of them to the 
disposition of the pope. The pope declared 
tp the English ambassadors, that all the 
church land^ must be restored under pain of 
damnation: also, that^ the Peter- pence must 
b^ paid, iEind that they must not expect St 
Peter would open Heaven to them, so long as 
ihey usurped his goods on e(irth. The am- 
basfiiadors treated him with great submission, 
falUng at his feet, &c. 
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CHAP, XIII. 

Per8ecutio^ still rages— The dead body of a robber 
cited, condemned and burnt — The nobility and gen- 
. try directed to attend the burnings — Gardiner's 
subtlety— Martyrdom of Latimer and RidJey-*- 
Beath of Gardiner — Parliament disgusted, but Mary 
perseveres — Reformation of the clergy proposed— 
Influence of the lives oif clergymen— Germany— Ab- 
dicaticm of Charles 5tii— Cranraer tried and degrad- 
ed—His recantation— His martyrdom— His cha- 
racter. ' 

WE would fain pause amid this recital^ 

and contemplate^ for a moment^ the desparate* 

ly wicked character of the human heart ; how 

entirely resigned to selfishness^ and how ut^ 

terly dead to all that is holy, except so far as 

influenced by the spirit of God, We have 

adverted to this repeatedly before, but it is 

useful to revolve the reflection again and again, 

as it may fasten upon our souls a deep sense 

of the importance of our securing the baptism 

of the Holy Ghost. These English, or rather 

Romish persecutors, of olden time, though 
16 
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tbcy appear to our view reeking from their 
butcheries^ are only exhibiting the same de- 
pravity of which we ourselves are sharers. 
If the blessed reforiBatiOQ^- reflecting upon our 
fathers and npon as^ the unclouded light of 
the Bible for centuries^ has taught us better ; 
Ve should remember that, if left to ourselves^ 
we should be prone to similar enormities. 
And though; like Hazael^ we may each ex. 
claim; ^^ Am I a dog that 1 should do this 
thing ?^^ we should rather inquire — were not 
these papists from the same stock with us ? 
inheritors of the same nature? united to the 
same fallen Adam P Have we not in our. 
selves the seeds of cillery evil passion j and, 
though our eonstitutions are cast in somewhat 
different moulds, and our sympathies are 
diverse in degree, would not those seeds, if 
unchecked, spring up to the perpetration of 
evety variety of sin ? Surely then it becomes 
us, while we are weeping for others, to weep 
also for ourselves. Surely it becomes us, 
while we are wondering at the depravity of 
bumaa nature, to call to mind the fact, that we 
are partakers of the same human nature ; and 
to ask our consciences the question, each and 
every one of us — Have I been born again ? 
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Am 1 a new creatiii^e ? Have old things pass- 
ed away, and all things become new in me ? 
If this questioo cannot be answered in the 
affirmative, we are liot fit for the kingdom of 
HeavA : so says He who has the key of that 
kingdom— the Lord Jesns Christ. 

Complaints being bronght from the country, 
xhat the justices of the peace were remiss in 
the establishment of popery, orders were issu- 
ed to them, to oe more attentive to their duty, 
to encourage Ro^sh preachers, and to seek 
out heretics. 

Bonner coniplained on discovering that all 
the severities were left to bikn, and relaxed a 
little of his earnestness lb persecution ; but the 
king and queen wrote him a letter, admonish- 
ing him lo proceed. 

In the month of June, many were burnt ; 
and^ among the rest, the dead body of a: rob- 
ber, who, at the time of his execution, uttered 
something which savored of heresy. This 
circumstance having reached the ears of the 
council, they ordered Bonner to inquire into 
it, and proceed according to the ecclesiastical 
laws. He formed a process, and cited the 
body to answer ; but as it neither appeared 
nor answered, it was condemned and burnt. 
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Fears being ent^ertaiued that tumults would 
take place at some ofthe burbings in the coun- 
try^ the council sent directions inta several 
counties^ fot' the uobility and gentry to attend 
and assist at the executions* /^ 

Bradford^ who had appeased the tumult at 
St Paul's^ in the beginnings of Mary's reign^ 
and saved the life ofthe Romish preacher^ wad 
burnt, and with him one Lease* air apprentice 
of niqeteen. When they came to the stake, 
they both fell dowu an'^ prayed* Then 
Bradford took a faggot in his hand, and kissed 
it ; he kissed also the stake ; expressing there- 
by the jt>y he ha4 in his sufferings. He cried, 
^^ Oh ! England^ repent, repent ; beware of 
idolatry and false anti-Ghrists«'' But the she- 
riff hindering him from speaking any more, he 
embraced his fellow sufferer, and prayeil him 
to be of good comfort, fior they should sup with 
Christ that night* His last words were, 
^^ strait is the gate, and narrow^ is the way that 
leadeth into eternal .life, and few there be that 
find it.'' 

Pool, though an etiemy to these violent 
measures, did not dare oppose them, because 
the pope, who hated him with a bitter hatred, 
only w^anted a plausible excuse to destroy him* 
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Garcliner^ ioo> was fall of jealousy, and this 
jeafoasy still led hini to preserve Oranmer, 
for he feared that, if GraDmer was pat: to 
death. Pool would be made archbishop of 
. Gaoterbdry. Gardiner excused his real de- 
sigQ ia preserving Graniner, by suggesting 
that it was better to^se every means to induce 
him to recant^ than to burn him ; because if ho 
recanted, it would confound the whole reforma- 
tion, and bring over all who were weak or 
wavering ; whereas his death would only con* 
firm them. 

Several were hurnt at Canterbury in July, 
and many more at different places during Aa<> 
gust, September, and October ; as William 
Allen, at Walsingham^ six in one fire at Gaa- 
terbury, and others* 

On the i6th October, bishops Ridley and 
Latimer, offered op their lives at Oxford. A 
commission of sundry popish bishops was 
sent to try them. They refused to pay any 
respect to the authority of the pope, under 
which the commission acted ; declaring, that 
the bishops of Rome had been held in great 
esteem for worthiness of their character, and 
the dignity of their city ; bat had no right to 
the supremacy claimed in latter ages. Great 
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pains were t^keo to induce them to accept of 
the queen's mercy^ but they firmly relnsed. 
The night before their execution, Ridley was 
very joyful, and invited the niayor and his 
wife^ in whose house he was kept^ to be at hi» 
wedding next day; at which, when the 
mayor's wife wept, he said he perceived she 
did not love him; he told her though his 
breakfast would be sharp, he was sure his 
supper would be sweet. He was glad to hear 
that his sister would come and see him die ; 
and was in such composure of mind that all 
were amazed. In the morning, as they were 
led out to the place of execution, they looked 
up to the prison where Cranmer was kept, to 
see him, but he was engaged in a dispute with 
some friars, and was not at his window. He 
looked after them with great tenderness, and 
kneeling down, prayed earnestly that God 
would strengthen their faith and patience in 
that, their last but painful passage. When 
they came to the stake they embraced each 
.other with great affection, Ridley saying to 
Latimer, ^^ Be of good heart, brother, for God 
will either assuage ihe fury of the flame, or 
enable us to abide it.^ Dr Smith was ap- 
pointed to preach; and took his text from these 
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wor(ls~ijf jT give my body to be^ burned and 
have not charity , it profiteth me nothing. He 
compared their tlying for heresy, to Judas 
batigifig himself; and warued the people to 
beware of them^ With as much bitterness as he 
could express. The best of it was, the serr 
Hjon lasted not above a quarter of an hour. 
When he had fliiished, Ridley was going to 
answer him, and the lord Williams, who was 
appointed by the queen to see the execution, 
was inclined to hear him ; but the vice chan- 
cellor said, ^^ except he intended to recant, he 
must not be suffered to speak,'^ Ridley aur 
swered, ^^ he would never deny his Lord, nor 
those truths of His of which he was persuaded. 
God's will be done in him. He committed 
himself to God, who would indifferently judge 
alV^ Thru addressing himself to the lord 
Williams, he said, '^ nothing troubled bim so 
much as that he had received fines of some 
who took kases of him when he was bishop 
of London, which leases were now voided. 
He, therefore, humbly prayed that the queen 
would give order that those might be made 
good to the tenants, or that the fines might^be 
restored, out of the goods which he had left 
in his house, and which were of far greater 
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value than the fines would amount to : also^ 
that some pity might be had of Ship&ide, his 
brother-in-law, who was turned out of a place . 
he had put him in, and had now attended on 
him with great care.'' After this, they both 
prayed and" fitted themselves for the stake: 
Latimer saying to Ridley, ^< Be of good eom- 
fort, we shall this day light such a candle in 
England, as I trust, by God's grace, shall 
never be put out." Gunpowder being hanged 
about their bodies in great quantities, to hasten 
their deatb, the fire was kindled. The pow- 
der taking fire, Latimer was, at the first 
flame, put out of pain. He died immediately. 
But Ridley suffered a more lingering torment, 
for they threw on the fire so much wood, that 
the flame could not 1>reak through it. His 
legs were almost consumed before this was^ 
observed jbutthen, a passage being opened to 
the flame, it pu( an end to his life. 

Thus died these two excellent bishops. 
The one for his piety, learning, and solid 
judgment, justly esteeqaed the ablest man of 
all who promoted the reformation ; and the 
other, for the plain simplicity of bis life, a 
truly primitive bishop and Christian* 
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On the day of ibis martyrdom^ GnrdtDer^ 
(wbo is said to haVe waited ditiner until th^ 
news of its completion arrived) waei taken 
suddenly ill, and shortly after died. He had 
great remorse of conscience on account of hid 
life. Day,, bishop of Chichester, coming to 
him, and comforting him with the assurance of 
justification through the blood of Christ, he 
answered, '^ you may speak of that to me, or 
others in my condition^ but if you open that 
gap again, and preach that to the people, then 
farewell altogethcr.^^ tte often repeated those 
words-^jBrrari cum Petro, sed nori jlevi 
eum Petro. — ^I have erred with Peter, but I 
have not mourned with Peter. 

The dii^gudt of the peoplei^ at the cruelties of 
popery was now manifest in parliament. It 
became evident that tlie prime object of the 
qiieen was' to exalt and ^rich; the clergy, 
even to the destruction of the iriation. A sub- 
^sidy having been moved, parliament at first 
refused to grant it ; and it was not until the 
queen sent them word that she declined it, that 
they Voted it to her. , 

Still nn wavering in her course> the queen 

.resigned the tenths arid first fruits of spiritual 

benefices, which her ftither had required as a 
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tux from the clergy. This me^ with great ^ 
position in the house of coininons. 

An attempt was made to segues^er the 
estates pf thf^se reformers who had fled beyond 
sea; but the commons thonght thejr had 
already consented to too severe laws ugainst 
them^ and, therefore, would add ho more/ 

Pool, being how freed from the jealousies 
of Gardiner, prosecuted his intention of re- 
forming 4;he clergy/ By warrant from the 
queen, he sdmrnoned a convocation,. in which 
sundry decrees were passed. ^ 

By these decrees the bishops Wjere exhorted 
to lay aside all secular cares, and attend wholly 
to the pastoral office ; to preach constantly ; to 
be very careful 4n ordaining ; and to provide 
by every means possible for the sound instruc- 
tion of their people. They were exhorted ^^ 
also, to be plain and frugal in their living, ' 
laying aside aU pride and pomp, all rich fur- 
niture, all superfluity of Wishes ; not to b^ 
clothed in silk, nor to have too many servantjs or 
horses ; and, moreover, to have the scriptures, 
and other good books, read at their tables, and 
to expend the surpluj^ of their revenue in edu- 
cating poor students, and other works of piety.. 
All nQn-residence was forbidden. It was 
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ordered^ tftat ia every, eathedral, there should 
l)e a seoiiiiafy far supplying the diocese. 
Pool also projected a book of homilies. * 
Sulrely this_ plaa of setting the clergy to 
refdrm themselves^ was much better than 
eucouraging them to persecute heretics ; for 
ihe people^ generally, are so little disposed to 
attend to speculative points, that the lives of 
the clergy are calculated to have a tjjj^re pow- 
erful iofiuence upon them, than the most learn- 
ed discusjsions, A holy example will win 
them even to & b^d cause, while a dissolute 
4)ne will alienate them from truth itself. 
.Weak as was Poole in neglecting to appose 
the persecution, through fear of the pope, he 
certainly acted wisely in tbis instance. Nor 
was this the only one, for he refused a propo- 
sition made by the Jesuits to establish them 
in Epgland^ They were very anxious to get 
the nation into tbeir power^ but be withstood 
tbem.^ 

In November ihtee were burnt at one stake 
m Canterbury } and on the 18th Aecember^ 
Fhilpot was burnt at Smitbfteld. As he was 
led into the place be kneeled down, and said, 
^^ I will pay my vows in thee, O, Smitbfleld.^^ 
When he was brought to the stake he saiid, 
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^< Shall I disilain to suflfer at tb» aitalLe^ since 
tny Redeemer did jiot refuse ta auffer ofi the 
cross for me ?*' He repeated fee 106th, 107th, 
and iOSth psalms, and fitted himself for tJbe 
fire, which consumed him to ashj&s. And thus 
ended this year, in which there* were sixty- 
seven burnt for religion^ of whom four were 
bishops, and thirteen were priests^ . 

In Germany a diet was held at Aogsburgh, 
where the peace of the empire was fully sef. 
tied ; and it was decreed, that the princes of 
the Augsburgh confession should eiijoy,tIie 
free exercise of their religion ; -and, moreaver, 
that every prince might establish in his own 
state, what religion he pleased. From this 
privilege, however, the ecclesiiftsticad princes 
were excepted. They were to forfeit their 
benefices, if they left the papacy. In other 
principalities, not included iu the range of 
these grants, as Ferdinand's hereditary domi* 
nions, &c. permission was given to administer 
the sacrament of the supper in both kinds. 
The pope was highly offended* 

In the close of this year Charles 5th, empe- 
ror of Germany, discovering that he could not 
always command success, growing weary of 
the world, and desiring some leisure to pre- 
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pare hittiself fbr eternity, voluntarily resigned 
his dominiuii? to his s6n Philip, antl retired ta 
ft sequestered spot on the confines of Castile 
iMid Portugal. ^ There, among , other occupa« 
ttons, he employed biinsetf in makihg cloeks^ 
and when he foond he could not catise all his 
clocks to strike at the same moment, he 
acknowledged his folly in ende^yoring to unite 
air men in the same opinion on the subject of 
religion. Ferdinand^ his brot^er^ was chosen 
emperor in his stead. 

On. the 18th September, 15S5, sundry com- 
missioners from the queen, together with a 
sub-delegatefrotn the pope, went to Oxford to 
judge Cranmer» When he appeared before 
them, he made a low reverence to those who 
sat in the queen^s name, .but refui^ed any 
homage to the pope's delegate, inasmuch as he 
thought that would be paying respect ta 
the pope. They made sundry speeches^ 
chargiug him with heresy, &c. ; after which 
he kneeled down and said the Lord's prayer ; 
next, be repeated the creed ; then he told 
them he never would acknowledge the bishop 
of Rome's authority ; declaring, that the 
bishops of Home had made laws contrary to 
those of God — ^as, causing worship to be ia 
17 ' 
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ftD unknown tongue ; denying the chalice to 
the people; pretending to dispose of crowns ; 
and exalting themselves above every creature; 
all which proved them to be anti-Christs^ 
since all w^as contrary to the doctrine of Christ. 
In conclusion^ they cited him to appear before 
the pope within eighty days^ to answer to the 
charges fought against him. This, he said^ 
he was most willing to do^ if the king and 
queen would allow it ; but they detained him 
a prisoner. 

He w^s sent back to his confinement^ where 
he lay until the 14th February, 1556, when 
Sonner and Thirleby were sent to degrade 
him. In this task Bonner delighted ; and he 
performed it with much insult Thirleby 
wept, and declared it was the most sorrowful 
action of his life, he having been formerly a 
friend of Cranmer. To Cranmer himself, it 
was no a£Eiiction. 

Now new engines were contrived against 
him. We have, heretofore, seen him, like 
David, valiant for the truth ; but we are called 
to contemplate him, like David, falling ; and 
to bebold> in him, another instance of the in- 
firmity of poor human nature. 
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Many^ both Bnglbh and Spanish^ divinei 
bad been sent to eonfer wiih him^ and persuade 
bim to recant. Hopes of life and pr^erment 
were given* At lengtb^ he was removed out 
of prison^ to the dean^s lodgings at Christ's 
church, where all the arguments that could be 
invented, where made use of to turn him ; and, 
in conclusion, as St: Peter himself with curses 
denied his Saviour, so he, who had resisted 
now almost three years, was, at last, over- 
come ; and human infirmity, the fears of death, 
and the hopes held forth, prevailed him to set 
his hand to a paper renouncing all the doc- 
trines of the reformation, and acknowledging 
all the abominations of popery. This paper, 
which was as full as his enemies desired, they 
giving him no rest till be had completed it to 
their will, was immediately printed ; and it 
occasioned^ on the one hand, great insulting, 
and, on the other^ great dejection* But the 
queen was not at all wrought upon by it. She 
now manifested what she had before disown- 
ed, that her private resentments governed her 
in this affair^ and that the man who pronounced 
the judgment of divorce, must, at all hazards, 
be destroyed. She resolved that he shouldjbe 
burnt. The writ for burning was issued the 
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$4th February. The lon^ time that elapsed^ 
previous to the execution, makes it not impro- 
bable that this v^rit was made use of in first 
inducing him to recant : certain itisitbat when 
the second order was sent to Oxford^ forbid* 
ding any longer delay^ be was^ with tbe death 
then threatening him if he refbsedy persuaded 
to renew in full^ his reci^ntation. He did thus 
renew it ; but^ at the $ame tisvet he was jealoas 
that bis enemies intended to burnliim^ and be 
secretly prepared a paper containing a true 
confessiouof bis faith^socb as flowed from bis 
conscience^ an^ not from bis weak fears^ Hia 
fate being ixed^ notwithstanding all promises^ 
be was^ carried to St* Marie'a oborch^ and 
placed on a platform, where be might be coo^ 
spicuous. Cole^ provost <if Katon^ preached 
a sermon^ during which was anitonneed the 
fact that Cranmer was that day to suffer. At 
tbe close be turned to Cranmer^ and magnified 
bis conversion^ attributing it to tbe immediate 
band of God. Ue gave bim great hopes of 
Heaven, and assured him there should be 
dirges and masses ^aid for bis soul/ in all the 
churches oflOxford. 

During all this. Cranmer expressed great in* 
ward coufusiou^ lifting up hii^eyes often toHea- 
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ven, and then letting them fall downward, as 
one ashamed of himself. Freqitehtly he pour- 
ti forth floods of tear^. At length, when Cole 
bid him declare bis faith, be first prayed with 
taany moving expressions of deep remorse and 
inward horror j then be made bis exhortation 
to the people, ^^ ho£ to love or set their beartd 
on the things of this world : to obey the king 
and queen out of conscience to. God : to livd 
in mutual love ; and to relieve the poor ac- 
cording to their abundance. Tben he came 
to that on wbieb, be said, all bis past life, and 
that which was to come, did hangar— he being 
iiow to enter either into tbe joys of Heaven, 
or the pains of Hell. He repeated the apos- 
tles' creed, and declared bis belief of the 
scri|itures. Then be spake of that which he 
said troubled his conscience more than any 
thing he had done in his whole life, which 
was th^ subscribing a paper Contrary to tlie 
truth, and against his conscience, out of the 
fear of death, and the love of life ; and, he 
said, he was resolved, when he came to the 
fire, that that band which had signed it, should 
burn first. He rejected the pope as Christ'i* 
enemy and anti- Christ, and said he had thi 
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ssime belief of Ihe fiacrameut which he had 
published in the book hev^rote about it^' 

Upon tbis> there wasa wouderful confusioD 
in the whole assembly. Thoi^e who hoped to 
have gained a\g;rcat victory on^that day, see- 
ing themselves discomfited, were in inueh 
disorder. They called to him to dissemi>le 
no more. He said he had ever loved sijnpU- 
city, aiid, before his recantation, had ne^'et 
dissembled in his whole life* . He was going 
on in hisi discourse, with abundance of tears^ 
but they pulled him down and led him away 
to the stak6: It stood in the same plac^ 
where Kidley and Latimer Were burnt. All, 
the way the priests upbraided him for 4iis 
changing^ bat he was minding another thing. . 

When he can^e to the stake, he ^rst prayedy 
and then undtessed himself, and, being tied to 
it, as the fire was kindling, he stretched forth 
bis right hand toward the liame, never moving 
it, save thaik once be wiped hi^ face^ tift it wais 
burnt away* It was consumed before the fire 
reached his body. Here he discovered that, 
if, like David, he sinned, like David also he 
repented. He expressed no disorder at the 
pain he endured. Sometimes saying;^ >^ That 
unworthy hand ;'' and oft crying out, ^' Lord 
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Je^s r^ceite my spirit P^ He was soon aftef 
quite bqmt^ except his beaH^ which was found 
whole anioog the ashes* 

Thusy on the 21 st March, ISSft, died Tho^ 
mas Cranmer, ia the .67th ^ea^r of his age. He 
was ft man raised of God for great servioes^' 
and well fitted for them. He was naturally 
of a mild and gentle temper, hot soon heated, 
nor apt to give his opinion rashly of things or 
peraons. Though his gentleness exposed him 
to the ill usa^e of his enemies, who well 
Itnew \\% would forgive theia, it did not lead 
htm into such a weakness of spirit, as to con- 
tent to every thing that was uppermost, for he 
stood firmly against the six articles In the 
reign of Henry, notwithstanding all that king's 
heat for thISm , h% opposed the duke of Somer- 
set, and the duke of Northumberland in the 
days of king Edward ; and now resisted unto 
bloody giving bis hand to the flame with the 
utmost resolution ; &o that his meekness was, 
as all tnie meekness is, a virtue^ and not a: 
pusillanimity of temper. He was a man of 
great candor. He never dissembled his opi- 
nion, nor- disowned his friend-— two tare quali- 
ties in an age when the whole SngUsh nation 
appeared to be going backward and forward. 
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like ^ wave of the sea, as the ccwn^ directed. 
He stood I>y queen Anne, aiid Cromwell, aail 
the duke of Somerset, ia their lowest fortaiies ; 
awd saved Maf^y herself from the rage of her 
fathelr. His diligence was wonderftiK He 
drew out of all the saihors that' he read, every 
thing renmrkable, digestiug these quotationd 
into common places. Often did king Henry 
test him in ttiis respect ; and whenever he 
applied to him for the ^piniodB of the fathers 
and doctors^ on any particular subject, Cran- 
mer usually furnished them in two or three 
days. He had a good judgment, but no great 
quickness of apprehension. His i^^tyle w^s 
diffuse and unconnected ; therefore, v^hen any 
thing was to be peniied that requited much 
nerve, he made use of Ridl?y. He laid out 
all his wealth on the poor, and for pious 
uses. He had hospitals and burgeons in his 
house, foV the kirig^s seamen. He g^ve pen- 
sions to many of the- reformers who.fled from 
Germany to England ; and kept up &hi which 
is hospitality indeed at his table, inciting great 
numbers of his holiest and poor neighbors^ 
instead of having the luxury and^ extrava- 
gance of great entertainments. He was so 
humble and affable that he carried himself^ in 
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all CDiiditkms> in the same manner. Hii» last 
fall was the only blemish of bis life, but it was 
succeeded by a sincere repeutance, and a pa- 
tient martyrdQm. He bad b6en the chief 
promoter of the reformation in his lifSB, and 
Giod so ordered it^ that he gave no small con- 
firmation to all who had received his doctrine^ 
by the constancy with which lie sealed that 
doctrine with his blood. 

King Henry was foil of the opinion that 
Granmer would at last die a martyr, and^ 
therefore, di^cted him to change the arms of 
his family from cranes to pelicans ; intimating 
thereby, that as the pelican fed her young with 
her blood, so he would give bis blood for the 
good of the church. 

The day after Cranmer's martyrdom^ Pool 
was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury* 
He appears to have been foo anxious for Gran- 
mer'a dea|h, inasmuch thait the W9rds of Eli- 
jah to AJiab, were applied to, hinn-Thon 
< hast kille* and taken possession* 
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The lame and the blind burntT-Conduct of the Refor- 
mers—Their meetings— Their fakhful shepherds— 
The refugees at Frankfort^-Origin of differences— 

" The bodies of Bucer and Fagius burnt — Inquisition 
projected — Burnings coiitin.ttedi— Pool opposes them 
in vain-*-Martial law proclaimed against heretics— 
None might say, €rod help the martyrs — Bonner's 
cruelty— Protestants in France— Mary's death*^ 
Pool's death. 

WE have almost arrived at the end of this 
career of bloody and we may begia to per- 
ceive a reasQii why Divine Providence per- 
mitted it. The attachmen^of the people of 
England topopery^wasof so long continuance^ 
and so deeply rooted, that it was, by no 
means, eJlsy to eradicate. The acts of Henry 
were so contradictory, that he left the nation 
miicfa distracted. And though a more con- 
sistent course was carried on during the 
reign of Edward, and more powerful means 
were brought to operate, still the influence of 
the priests continued great ; the body of the 
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people hiid not been well iostructed ; compe- 
tent teachers in sufficient number, could not 
be obtained ; the magnificence of the Boman 
ceremonial, was pleasing to the multitude.: so 
that the reformation was continually in dan- 
ger. The r^ign of Mary was wanting to 
establish it. She burnt up all attachment to 
popery^ in the fires that consumed the martyrs^ 
and thoroughly purg;ed the nation of all han- 
kering after the tender mercies of Rome.— * 
Surely the wrath of mun shall praise thee .• 
the rentainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 

Many were burnt in the course of 1556 : 
among others, a cripple and a blind man, who 
comfiM*ted each other with tbe hope that they 
were now to be freed from their lameness and 
blindness. Bonner seemed to think it not 
worth while to burn the heretics singly^ but 
sent them in droves to tbe stake. . 

But all the fury of persecution, did not ex* 
tingaish the light of the reformation^ nor abate 
the love of it* It rose, like a phcenix^ ever 
fresh from the ashes. The martyrs wetie 
compared to the primitive Christians, wbO| 
bishops and all, suffered under the heathen 
emperors. Those who loved the gospel, met 
oft together^ though obliged to use great 
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caution and secrecfy. Sotnetimes^ however^ 
as many as twa humlred assembled. Tliey 
were instructed and watched over, by several 
faithful sl>epherds, who were willing to hazard 
their lives in feeding the flock committed to 
tbfeir charge* The chief of these were Scam- 
bier and Beatham, afiei-ward promoted by JEli- 
2abetb, to the bishoprics of Peterborough and 
Litchfield ; Foule, Berner, and Rough, a 
Scotqhman, who was condemned and burnt 
by Bonnor, Care, too, was taken by their 
friends beyond sea, to supply them with good 
books, for their instruction and encouragement. 
These friends were the reformed^ who, on 
the accession of Mary, had fled to France, 
ahd,^iK)t finding freedom of conscience . there, 
bad gone to Geneva, Turich, and/Anau, iu 
Switzerland, and to Strasburgh, Frankfort, 
and Bmden, in Germany. 

Among the refugees at Frankfort, unfortu- 
nate dilfer^nces arose, which laid the founda- 
tioii of subsequent divisions in England. 
Some who had been in the habit of using the 
English liturgy at home, thought that, while 
they continued in foreign lands, ihey ought to 
use the liturgy of the country where they 
sojourned ; and hence, instead of their own> 
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adopted^ for tbeiime,, a liturgy similar to tbe 
Geneva and French forms. Otters were.of 
opinion^ tbat m tho^e iuJBngland wbo com- 
piled the liturgy, were conflrnring what they 
had done with their bloody it was a contempt 
of them; aAd of their snIferihgiS; to dc^partfrom 
their forms* This dissention^ like all othersr^ 
went farther than ^ai^ at first inte&ded ; for 
those who were mei^ly for exchanging the 
Bngtish for the Geaevafi liturgy^ while they 
were abroad, began, at length, to qijiirreVwith 
some things in the Bnglish liturgy itself* 
Knox, being a tnau of hoi temper,. engaged in 
this dispute warmly, fnd procured his friend 
^alyin, to write against those obnoxious parts. 
Knox himself was banished by the senate of 
Frankfort, for writing ind«:ienlly of the em* 
peror ; whereupon hfe and his party went 
to Geneva. Another difficulty arose on the 
subject of discipline ; some of the people wish- 
ing to take the punishment of pffendera oiit of 
the hands of the ministers, and share it among 
the whole congregation* These things caused 
much scandal, and they prove indeed that tbe 
treasure is in earthen vessels, that tbe excel- 
leney of the power may be of God^ and not of 
man. 
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The monastry of Westminster, and many 
other fie^ir religious houses w«re founded in 
England. . 

la the beginning of 1657, there waa a.vi&i- 
tatioja of thia nniversities. .The visitors to 
Cambridge laid tbe chnrches of St. Marie's 
and Sti MicbaePs under an interdict^ because 
the bodies of Bucer and Fagius, two heretics, 
were buried in them. This greiit evil it was 
determined to relnpve; therefore, the two 
bodies were cited to appear, or, if any would 
come in their nftme, they were required to 
defend them. After three citAtioBs, the dead 
bodies not rising to speak for themselvefir, and 
none coming to plead for them, for fear of 
being sent after them, the visitors thought fit 
to proceed. Having examined many wit* 
nesses to prove the heresies of Bucer «nd 
Fagius, they judged them obstinate heretics, 
and decreed that their bodies should be taken 
put of holy ground, and delivered to the secular 
power. A writ being brought from Londoa 
on the 6th February, their bodies were taken 
up, carried in coflSns, and tied to stakes, with 
many of their books, and other herelicai writ* 
ings, and all were burnt together.. A similar 
farce was played at Oxford, where the body 
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of Peter Martyr's wife was taken up, and 
buried in a diuog-bilL These bQties^bawever^ 
^'ere collected in the days of Eliziabeth^ and 
mingled with the bones of a popish saint, tiiat 
they might be secured from all future insuU« 

Great complaints were made that the infe- 
rior magistrates throughout Kngland, were 
not sufficiently active in searching for heretics ; 
nay^ that many were disposed to harbor them/ 
insomuch that their number rather inereaised 
than di%inished« to consequence of this, 
letters wete written to some of the towns, 
directing them to choose zealous catholics for 
their mayors, but all in vaili. New counsels, 
therefore, were taken. 

And now the dark features of popery began 
to shew themselves in still - bolder relief. 
Nothing less than the inquisition appeared in 
^iew. This grand engine of Satan, which 
was first set up in Tholouse to extirpate the 
A;lbigoeres, and afterwards introduced into 
Spain to discover the Moors, had lately been 
found a most effectual means of preserving the 
Bomish faith among the Spaniarfls ; and, in 
consequence, the pope was anxious for its 
establishment throughout Christendom. The 
question about erecting it in England, began 
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to^^ be agitated* Spme openly advised it^ and^ 
ID Febniary, iSd7, a cpmmii^siqn was iBs^ued 
4;o a cdosiderable mimber of persons, empow- 
ering thesiv ^ ^^'^y three of them, by any 
n^eans they tbottghl be^t, to search for and 
pnnish all heretics. Every thing was vsurren* 
idered to their discretion, and they were at 
liberty to summon beifbre theip, as witnesses, 
whomsoever they chose. This was paving 
the way, if no more. v 

In evely direction throughout the country^ 
the burnings continued. Pool endeavored to 
allay the rage of Bonner, but in vain* He sue* 
ceeded, however, in saving twenty-two who 
where brought up from Colchester^ As thesft 
were led through the streets of London, the 
people' manifested the strongest sympathy ; . 
about a thousand following them. In^ the 
course of 15S7> seventy-nine received the 
crown of martyrdom. 

The pope, jealous of Fool, nought to de* 
stroy him, but the queen interceded^ and he 
remained legate. 

Great disconteDts prevailed in England on 
account of political ; errors; GaliHs having 
been takenby the French, the people com- 
plained that the queen had thrown the govern- 
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ment into the bends of priests^ who knew 
nothing of war^ and cared not for the honov 
of the nation^ 

Btill did the burnings oontinue. One mail 
wag' put to the rack, to make him discover 
who attended the private assemblies* ~ A pro- 
cJamatidn was issued subjecting all to martial 
law who reftd heretical or treasonous book^. 
In Smitfafirtd it was proclaimed that nonls 
should pray for those who were about to be 
btirnt, nor speak to them, nor say, God 
help them. Bonner, not satisfied with burn- 
ing, scourged tfome with rods, till he was 
weary. Many died in bond?, and many were 
vexed' with long and grievous imprisonment. 
At length, tl^ people began to hate popery 
beyond all expression. 

Ojie man, on the fire touching him, cried 
out, ^< I recant,'^ and was released from- the 
stake ; but he was afterwards burnt, so that 
the object appeared to be, not so much the 
conversion as the .destrudion of heretics. 

In France, as well as in England, the pro- 
testants had become very numerous, notwith- 
ttauding persecution ; insomuchy that, in the^ 
pablic walks of Paris^ without the suburbs <if 
St. O^main, they began to sing^ David's 
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psalmii in French verse. The novelty of Ihis^ 
amazed. mftny* and the dtsvotion^ wrought upon 
others, so that the multitude who used to 
divert themselves in those fieldid, instead of 
their ordinary sports^ did nothing for many 
nights^ but go about singing psalms. The 
king and queen of Navarre, joined with them. 
An edict was published against this psalmody^ 
hut it still continued. . 

Mary drew near her end. Oa the 17th 
November, i058, in the 48d year of her age, 
she departed from time to eternity, after hav- 
ing reigned five years, four months, and eleven 
days. ^ 

She was a woman of a morbid tempera- 
ment, and became very sour an^ morose. She 
understood the Latin language, and had con- 
giderable learning. She was indeed devoted 
to the papacy, and appeared to think ber chief 
business in this world was to extirpate he- 
retics. 

Sixteen hours after the queen, died cardinal 
Pool, in the S0th year of his age. He was 
a learned and good natured man, and had his 
policy been allowed to rule, he would un- 
doubtedly have done much toward esialdish- 
ing popery in England, but God designed 
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better thiogSi and^ therefore^ be gave up tliB 
queen to the bloody counsels of Gardiner^ and 
the rest of the clergy. 
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GHAP. XV. 

Accession of Elizabeth— Reformation resolved ii{Mm 
and begun~-Parker chosen archbishop of Canter- 
bury*— His great modesty-^Coronation— Reforma* 

^ tion established by parliament — Papists allowed the 

exercise of their religion— Popish clergy who chose 

to retire, piensioned— ^Paricer's letters— His ccmse* 

cration— Pable of the nag'a head ordipation— Refor- 

^ matioft completely settled. 

IMMEDIATELY on theaeath of Mary, 
Elizabeth was proclaimed queeti^ to the uni- 
versal joy .of the nation* On her way to 
London^ she was met by the bishops. She 
received them all civilly except Bonntr, who 
was, in her view, so much defiled with blood, 
that she could not besjtow any mark of favor 
upon him. 

The reformation of religion came at once 
under consideration. The queen had been 
trained up in a hatred of popery, but she had 
received impressions in favor of such old rites 
as her father had retained ; moreover, she 
loved state and magnificence 5 therefore, she 
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inclined to a sort of half-reformation. She 
thought Oranmer and his coUeagaeB^ in the 
days, of king Edward, had disrobed religion 
of external ornaments too ronch^ and had made 
their doctrine too narrow in some points. She 
wished a fe\v things explained in more general 
tems^ «ach as, Christ's presence in the sacra- 
ment, &c. M^reover^ she was disposed to keejp 
images in the churches. Her object appeared 
to be to please both parties, and carry the 
whole nation with her, pi^pists as well as pro- 
testants. But, blessed be God, her plans did 
not prevail. 

The result of the consultation on the sub- 
ject was^ that the alteratigns intended to be 
made, should be brought about gradually, and 
that, in the mean time, the way should be 
paved for them as surely as possible^ The 
pope and the priests, were disppsed to em« 
broil the nation, and it was thought necessary 
to u^e some caution. 

Several learned men were appointed to meet 
and consider the book of service ; and^^ to en- 
courage the people with the hope of reforma- 
tion, it was resolved, that the communion 
should be administered in both kinds4 
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As soon as Elizabeth's coming to th« crown 
was knowri) till who had fled to foreign countries 
returned ; and those who had lived in secret 
corners^ came forth. Many, having notice of 
the queen's intentions, could not contain them- 
selves, but began immediately to pull down 
images, set up king Edward's service, &c; 
Perceiving this, she made a more full disco- 
very of her wishes, and. gave order that the 
gospels and epistles, the Lord's ptayer, the 
apostles' creed, the ten commandments, and 
the litany, should be uij^d in English ; and, 
at the same time, forbade the priests to elevate 
the host at mass : after which, she made 
proclamation against all unauthorised changes, 
and required her subjects to u«e no other 
forn[is of worship, tfaan those established in 
ber chapel, until parliament should appoint 
otherwise. 

On the dth December, the queen performed 
her sister's funeral rites with much magnifi- 
cence. 

Great an:Kiety existed as to the choice of 
persons to fill the vacant bishoprics. Barker 
was selected for the see of Canterbury, but 
there was inuch difficulty in persuading him. 
to accept. He was a man of an bumble 
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temper^ and loveil privacy. He begged that 
he might not be thought of for any public 
eBiployment^ as the infirmities contracted by 
flying about in the nights in queen Mary^s 
time, had very much' disabled him. But he 
had been chaplain to Ann Boley n, and, at her 
request^ had instructed Elizabeth in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion. The queen 
had now a grateful remembrance of his ser- 
vices^ and, moreover, Bacon, the chancellor, 
bad a high opinion -of him ^ so that it was 
determined to overcj^me his modesty,' and, 
after nearly a year's importunity, he yielded. 
On the l»th January, I539t klizabeth was 
crowned. As she went into her chariot, she 
lifted up her eyes to Heaven, and blessed 
God, who had preserired her to see that joyful 
day, and saved her, as he did the prophet 
Daniel out of the mouth of the lions. . She 
acknowledged that her deliverance was only 
from him, and to him she offered all the 
praise. She passed through JLondon in great 
triumph ; all the way, by her winning and 
cheerful address, delighting the people. As 
she went under one of the triumphal arches, 
there was a rich Bible let down to her, us 
from Heaven^ by a little child representing 

' Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S17 

truth; With great reverence, she ki^secl !>oth 
her faaads, aad receiviog the Bible, kissed it 
and laid it next her heart. This drew tears 
of joy from the eyes of the spectators. 

On tlie ^9th January, parliament met. 
Bacon opened it with a long speech. He 
exhorted them to constiU about religion with- 
out heat or partiality, not to use any. reproach- 
ful term, as papist or heretic ; but endeavor so 
to establish every thing, as that there might 
. be a uniformity, and a cordial agreement. 

The first bill passed, was for restoring the 
tenths' and first fruits^ to the crown. Then . 
followed sundry other bills, the amount of all 
wluch, were, making the state of religion 
similar to what it was in the dajs of king 
Edward ; abolishing the power of the pope ; 
establishing the English service, &g. The 
queen's supremacy was asserted, and a high 
commission court established for the execution 
of it. 

But the popish clergy began every where 
to preach against innovation and heresy, inso- 
much that, early in March, the queen forbid 
all preaching, except by such as had license 
under the great seal. 

19 
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A public conference on the subject of reli- 
gion WAS; by order of the queen^ held in the 
abbey church of Westminster. Nine protes- 
tants and nine papists ^ere appointed to 
engage in it. A great concourse att^nded^ 
and the conference continued for some^time^ 
until, at lengthj^ the papists refusing to prq- 
ceed, it was broken up* 

Some alteratbns were madein the commu- 
nion service in the liturgy of king Edward^ 
that it might express in more general terms^ 
the manner of Christ's presence in the sacra- 
ment. \ ' . 

The popish bishops^ refusing to take fhe 
oath of supremficy, were im|»risoned for a short 
time, but soon released, except Bonner, White, 
and Watson. Charges were preferred against 
all three of them, and those charges Elizabeth 
promised to attend to as soon as they should 
be substantiated. She appeared anxious to 
gain a little time, that the edge might be taken 
off men's spirits; for she was not disposed 
to proceed severely against any,^ being natu- 
rally merciful, and, moreover, taught by the 
gospel not to render evil for evil. 

All the leading papists were allowed to gQ 
Inhere they pleased^ and those who chose to 
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remain in Bpgland^ were permitted to enjoy 
the free exercise of their religion. Mostof 
the monks returned to a secalar coarse of life^ ^ 
but the nans went beyond sea. 

Elizabeth continuing anxious to have 
images in the churches^ all the reformed 
bishops and divines opposed it vehemently. 
At lengthy she yielded to their wish^ and^ in 
tjbe injunctions sent forth^ gave orders that 
they should be taken down^ 

By these injunctions^ the common prayer 
book and litany^ were directed to be used in 
all churches on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Slanderous words^ as papist^ heretic, schisma-- 
tic, or sacramentary, were forbidden under 
severe pains. All were directed to kneel 
during prayer, and to shew reverence at the 
name of Jesus. As to the querents supremacy^ 
it was declared^ that she did not pretend to 
any authority for the ministering of divine 
service in the church, but only to such a 
sovereignty or rule over all manner of persons, 
under God^ as precluded ^e authority of 
every foreign power. 

Bowing at the name of Jesus, was deemed 
a suitable expression of reverence, manifesting 
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an acknowledgment of him as the Saviour^and 
an owning his BivinUy. 

Commissions wefe issued for visiting all 
the churches in England^ in order to establish 
the new book of service^ and^ in general^ ta 
carry into effect the newly adopted regulaticma. 
It was directed^ that pensions should be re« 
served for such clergymen a^ would not cou- 
tinne in their benefices^ but Wt them by 
resignation. Those found in prison on ae* 
count of ^heir religion^- were to be discharged^ 
and alt such as had been unlawfully turned 
out in the late reign^ were to be restored to 
their cures. Unworthy clergymen were to be 
deprived^ and others put in their places^ and 
such as were obstinate were to be tried. 

When the visitors made their report to the 
queen> it was found that, out of nine thousand 
four hundred beneficed men in England^ only 
fourteen bishops and One hundred and seventy- 
five others, resigned their livings on account 
of their religion. 

Mention was made of the unwillingness of 
Parker to accept the see of Ganterbury. His 
letters and his conduct breathe such a primi- 
tive spirit, that they deserve a more particular 
account. Addressing the chancellor on the 
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go%ject^ he wrote thus, ^^ It is necessary to fijl 
Ihat see with a man that is Hetther arrogant, 
faint-hearted, nor covetous* An arrogant 
man would, perhaps, divide from his brethren 
in doctrine, whereas, the whole strength of the 
church depends on our itnity ; but if there 
should be heart-burnings among us, aiid the 
private quarrels that have been beyond sea, 
should be brought bpme, the peace of the 
ehurch will be lost, and the success of all our 
designs will be blasited : and if a feiht-bearted 
man be put in, it will raise th^. spirits of all 
oar adversaries* A cbvetous man is good for ^' 
nothing. I know my own unfitness, both of 
mind and body, so well, that, though 1 should 
be sorry to offend you and secretary Cecil, 
whom I honor above all men in the world, 
and more sorry to displease the queen, yet! 
must^ above all things, avoid God's indigna- 
tion, and not enter into a <^tation in which I 
know I cannot carry myself so as to answer 
it either to &od or the world, for my admi- 
nistration; And if I must go to prison for 
my obstinate untowardness, [with which, it 
seems, they had threatened himj I will sufler 
it rather with a quiet conscience, than accept 
of an employn^ent which I cannot discharg,e/^ 

* / 
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<^ I know I cannot answer your expectatioH 
which makefl me so importunate not to be 
raised so high. I hare great apprehensions • 
of differences like to fall out among ourselves^ 
which will be a pleasant diversion to those of 
the church of Rome* I see some men are 
men stilly even after all their teaching in the 
school ef affliction.'' 

At lengthy however, being pressed beyond 
measure, he wrote to the queen^ ^^ protesting 
that extreme necessity forced him to trouble 
her^ both out of conscience to Ood^ and regard 
to her service : he knew bis great nnworthi* 
ness for so high a function ; therefore^ as on 
bis knees, he humbly besought her to dis* 
charge him of that office, which did require a 
man of more learning, virtue, and experience 
than he perfectly kneW was in himself He 
lamented his being so meanly qualified that 
he could not serve her in that high station ; 
but in «ny other inferior office he should be 
ready to discbarge his duty to her in such a 
place as was suitable to his infirmities/* But, 
in the conclusion, he submitted himself to her 
pleasure ; and, at last, with great difficulty, he 
was prevailed upon to accept. 
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Oil the 17th December^ 1090^ he wad coa- 
»ecr»ted in the chapel at Lambeth, by four 
bishops^ viz : Barlow^ Scovy, Covendale, and 
Hodgkina ; according to the book of ordma- 
tion^ made ia the reign of king Edward. 

Having been thus consecrated himself^ Par- 
ker' afteiprards consecrated bishops for the 
vacant sees, and, among the rest, Jewel, bishop 
of l^alisbary, the great ornament of hts age 
for learning and piety. 

About forty years after this, a foolish story 
was set afloat that Parker was not truly conse* 
crated^ and a miserable fable created by one 
Neale, who had b«en chaplain to Bonner, 
about what was called the nag's head ordina- 
tion. This notion was not thought of during 
the reign of Elizabeth, or the enemies of the 
reformation would undoubtedly have spread it 
abroad. But it pleased God that, when the 
story was invented, there was one witness 
living able to contradict it, viz : the earl of 
Nottingham, who saw the coni^ecration. Nor 
was this all,, fer the registers of the see of 
Canterbury, and the records of the crown, 
being examined into« fully set the question at 
rest, and declared the validity of the consecra- 
tion. Moreover, the origJnn! irstrument of 
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archbishop Parker's GOflsecration, stili lies 
among bis other papers in the library of 
Corpus Gbristi collage at Cambridge. The 
object in forging 1his tale, nndoubtedly was 
to assault the validity of ordinations in the 
church of England, by endeavoring to shew 
that the chain of descent from the days of the 
apostles had been broken, but, like slanders ia 
general, it lended in nothing but the confusion 
of its authors. . 

Thus were the sees filled, the worship re- 
formed, and the queen's injunctions ^ent over 
England. Three things remained to be done, 
viz : setting forth the doctrine of Itha church, 
translating the Bible and publishing it with 
short notes, and regulating the ecclesiastical 
courts. About these the bishops set to work. 

The articles proposed^ were the isame with 
those of the days of king Edward, except 
'some slight alterations, especially leaving the 
doctrine of the real presence unteuebed. The 
bishops prepared a confutation of ii, but the 
queen and the council appear to have dashed 
it out. The translation of the Bible was com* 
mitted to sundry bishops and others, a portion 
being assigned to each. The first impression 
of it is supposed to have been pob^iiliedln 
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1961. As for the canons and rales of chnich 
government^ they were not soon prepared. 
Some came out in the year 1971^ and more in 
1997* ^^ Bat this part of the reformation is 
not yet finished^ for penitentiary canmis have 
not been set ap^ and the government of the 
church is not yet brought into the hands of 
ohurchmen/^ 

And thus was the light of truth made to 
shine once more over England. 

Unfortunately the heats that had been en- 
gendered beyond sea^. during the reign of 
Mary^ caused, at lengthy some divisions at 
home. A few sparks had. been kindled in 
king Edward's reign, about deig^^men^s ha-, 
bits ; but these were buried in the ashes 
of Hooper and Bidley, However, they 
broke forth again, and nmnifested themselves 
in objections against the vestments of the infe- 
rior clergy, and, at length, against bishops. 
These differences wer6 craftily managed by 
some, who were anxious to improve the'm to 
obtaining. a division of the church lands, and, 
for the sins of the nation^ they ^ere allowed 
to continue. 
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SKETCH OF tHE LIFE 



MARTIN LUTHER, the Boanerges of 
^ the reformatioti, was born at Isleben, in Upper 
Saxony, on the lOth November, 148lf. His 
father, a respettable man, originally a miner, 
but {^fterward a magistrate, gave him aiiberal 
education with a view to his entering upon the . 
practice of the civil law. .Wroaght upon, 
however, by means of one of his intimate 
friends being killed at his side, and himself 
struck to the earth, by lightning, he suddenly 
formed the resolution of retiring from the 
world ; and, in 1905, he entered a convent of 
Augustine friars. Here he met, for the first 
in his ^life, with a Latin fiible, which poured 
a flood of light upon his mind. He arrived^ 
especially, at a knowledge of justification by 
faith, a doctrine almost buried in the rubbish 
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of Roqittn observances. In 1507 , ^^ was. 
ordained priest, and^in 1508^ having acquired 
a great reputation for learning and piety, he 
became professor in the university of Witten- 
burgh, recently founded by the elector Freder- 
ick of Haxony. In 1910 he was sent to Rome 
on business of his. order. While there he 
was filled with horror at the levity of that 
venal conrt. On his return, he was created 
doctor of divinity, at the expense of Freder- 
ick, who had become much attached to him. 
His progress in learning continued gr^at. 
His progress in evangelical knowledge kept 
pace with Ife In 1516, he wrote thus to a 
friend,, "I desire to know what your soul is 
doing ; whether, wearied, at length, of its own 
righteousness, it learns to refresh itself, and 
to rest in the righteousness of Christ.'^ His 
lectures 4)n theology, in which, contrary to the 
usual practice, he expounded several of the 
sacred books, increased his knowledge of fte 
truth, as well as prepared the minds of others 
for its reception. 

In l^iy^ John Tetzel, a Dominican friatf 
came to the neighborhood of Wittenburgb to 
proclaim indulgencies. These were grants 
by pope Leo 10th, and extended to all maa- 
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nep of dns. Every one who would pay a 
certain sum of money^ was granted absolution 
for himself^ and deliverance from purgatory 
for the souls of his friends. The style of 
these indulgencies ran thus — ^ I^ by the au- 
thority of Jesus Christy through the merits of 
his most holy passion^ and by the authority of 
bis blessed apostles^ Peter and Paul^ and of 
our most holy pQpe^ delegated to me as com- 
ihissioner, do absolve thee ; firsts from all 
ecclesiastical censures^ however incurred ; 
secondly, from all sins committed by theei 
however enormous ; for so far the keys of the 
sacred church extend ; and I do this, by remit* 
ting to thee all the punishments due to thee in 
purgatory on account of thy crimes ; and I 
restore thee to the innocence arid purity in 
which thou wast 'when baptized, so that the 
gates of punishment may be shut to thee when 
dyings and the gates of Paradise be opened.'^ 
In the dis(!^harge of his commission, Tetzel 
was extremely unblushing, boasting that he 
had saved more souls from Hell by his indul- 
gencies, than St. Peter had converted to 
Christianity by his preaching — saying << The 
moment the money tinkles in the chest, your 
father's soul mounts up out of purgatory.^* 
SO 
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And^ such was their blind submission (o Rome^ 
the people believed hinr. Luther, though pro- 
found in his respect for the pope, was shocked 
at this blasphemy. ^ Seeing the ^multitudes 
crowding to procure indulgendes, hepreaqhed 
against them. He also wrote to Albert^ arch- 
bishop of Magdeburgh, who, by authority of 
tlie pope> had employed Tetzel ; and: he affixed 
a thesis, containing ninety^five propositions, to 
the church tifWittemburgh, in which he chal- 
lenged the friends of this unholy traffic to 
come forward and defend it. No opponent 
appeared ; but his thesi$ was spread through* 
out Germany, and read with the greatest 
avidity. All were astonished at the intrepi- 
dity of a Saxon monk in questioning the infal- 
libility of his holiness, and opposing the 
Dominicans, who were armed with the terrors 
of the inquisition. 

Though Tetzel did not meet Luther in 
disputation, he anathematized him as a damna- 
ble heretic, burnt his thesis with marks of 
ignominy, and published one hundred proposi- 
tions in favor of indulgencies. In these he 
maintained, ^^ The. man who buys off his own 
sins by indulgencies, merits more than be who 
gives alms to the poor, anless it be in extreme 
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necessity/^ ^^ The ministers of the church do 
ndt^ barely declare men's sins forgiven, but do 
really pardon them by virtue of the saa*aments, 
«nd by the power of the keys.'^ 

Luther^ having noidea of contending against 
tlie pope, but merely designing to question the 
propriety of indulgencies, submitted bis thesis 
t& severar persons high in ecclesiastical office ^ 
for correction, and himself for advice ; but he 
found no tnan like minded. 

He continued to write and to preach, and 
many rallied around him. Friderias of Rome, 
and Eckitts of Ingolstadt, assaulted htm with 
great violence, but he answered them. At the 
same time, iie wrote to his diocesan, saying 
he did not determine, but dispute, according 
to the liberty allowed to scholars. He also 
desired Staupitius> his vicar- general, to trans- 
mit his /^ trifling writings'' to the pope, that 
they might speak for him, and shew he 
was not assaulting Jiis holiness. ^^ Not, says 
he, that 1 would involve you in my dangers. 
1 desire alone to stand th§ shock of the con- 
test, Xet Christ see to it whether the cause 
be mine or his«. To th& kind admonitions of 
my friends, wlio would w^n me of danger, 
my answer is, the poor man has no fears $ I 
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pVotest^ that property, reputatimi, and lionots. 
shall all be of no estimation with me, com- 
pared with the defence of truth. I have only 
a frail body to lose, and that weighed down 
with constant fatigue. If, in obedience to 
God, 1 lose it through violence or fraud, what 
is the loss, of a few hours of life ? Sufficient 

FOB ME 18 THE LOVELY RbBEEMEB AND Ad* 
VOCATE, MY LOKD JeSUS CbSIST, TO. WHOSE 
PRAISE I WILL SING AS LONG AS I LIVE.'' 

<^ Every true Christian,'^ said Luther, 
^' may become partaker of the grace of Christ, 
without pontifical indulgencles. A Christiftn 
may glory that in Christ he has all things; 
that all the righteousness and merits of Christ 
are his own, by virtue of that spiritual union 
with him, which he has by faith : en ibe other 
hand, that all bis sins are no longer his, but 
that Christ, throng the same union, bears the 
burden of them.'' 

For along time pope Leo could not be per- 
suaded to pay any attention to Luther. • " Bro- 
ther Martin," said he, ^< is a man of a very 
fine genius, and these squabbles are» the mere 
effusions of monastic envy." At length, how- 
ever, he became alarmed, for, from all quar- 
ters, complaints of the spreading heresy rang 
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in his MM. ^ The craft is in danger ! The 
craft is in danger P' echoed in every direction. 
He cited Luther to appear at Rome within 
9ixty days. Luther sent this citation to the 
elector Frederick,, praying hiin to interpose and 
procure the translation of the trial to Germany.; 
Leo consented^ and deputed his legate Gaje- 
tan^ then at Augsburgb^ to take pogtiizance of 
it ; at the same time,, directing him to^ publish 
again# Luther and Us adherents, all the 
anathemas oCthe church, if he refused to re« 
cant. 

Luther repaired to Augsburgh, being de- 
fended by the jiafe conduct of the emperor^ 
procurecl for him by his protector Frederick. 
At the first interview he prostrated himself 
before the cardinal, and was courteously 
received. He was required to abjure his er» 
rors, and avoid disturbing the peace of the 
church. His chief crime was stated to be op- 
posing indulgencies. Cajetan wielded against 
him the bull of pope Clement 6th, which said^ 
^' One drop of Christ's blood being sufficient 
to redeem the whole human race, the remain- 
ing quantity that was shed in the garden and 
upon the cross, was left as a legacy to the 
churchy to be a treasure from whence indul* 
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^ncieBl/rere to be drawn^ and administeied 
by the Roman pontiffs/' This weaiion Lu- 
ther met with the sword of scripture. Finding 
hira firm^ Cajetan became violent. At lengthy 
Luther^ understanding the legate intended 
seizing and carrying him to Rome, not with-' 
standing the safe conduct of the einperor^ 
escaped from, Augsburgh ; not, however, until 
he had exhausted all attempts at arguinent, 
and appealed from the Jegate to the pope> and 
even from the pope himself ^^ ilUinfoi'med, to 
the same most holy Leo 10th, better ioformed/' 

Leo answered this appeal by publifibing a 
bull, confirming still more entirely the doptriue 
of indulgencies. Luther repaired to Wittem<> 
burghy where he remained under the protect 
tion of Frederick, discharging liis duties in 
the university, and preaching as usual. 

Rome, finding its thunders ineffectual, had 
recourse next to ne^gotiation. Charles Mil* 
titz, a Saxon knight, was sent as nuneio. He 
presented to Frederick the golden consecrated 
rose, a peculiar mark of the pope's favor, in 
high estimation.. The elector- had fornierly 
desired this bauble, but be now received it 
with great indifference. The nuncio had also 
several interviews witih Luther^ the result of 
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Wfaieb was^ihat the reformer should write a 
8obm]|sive letier to the pope. To this. Luther 
cOBsented ;. because^ arrmBg at the knowlege 
of the trutb only by degrees^ he was not yet 
convinced that the pope was a mere usurper. 

EcKius, proud of tiis ability^ challenged 
Gar^tadt^ an adheipeut of Luther^ to a public 
dispuiation at Leipsk^ and eventually, sum-^ 
moned to the^ lists^ the reformer himself. 
Bckius affirmed, as one proposition, ^' That 
the pontiffs are vicars of Christ, and successors 
of St. Peter.'' - Upon this subject Luther had 
no wisb to contend, but, as it was introduced 
by his adversary, he was led to examine it, 
and the result was, that he began to doubt tlie 
foundation of the papaey. He maintained in 
dispute, that the pope held not his power by 
Divine, but by human right. Writing to a 
friend at this time, he stated the impression he 
was beginning to receive, that the pope was 
the anti-Gbrist inentioned in scripture — an 
impression which afterwards ripened to com- 
plete conviction. In his conference with 
£ckius,' Luther gained great honor for his 
abundant learnkig and strong powers of in- 
telkct« 
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From Leipsic' he retoraed to hk darlmg 
em ploy, of instructing youth in divinil^ and 
preaching the gb^fiel. JBe lamented that he 
was obliged to spend so many hours in whut 
he called frivilous discussions about indnlgea^ 
cies an(| pontifical auOiority»'^ Little, did he 
think how important WQu|4 be their coi^se- 
quences. His publications were circulated 
more and more^ and re^ with avidity by all 
ranks of men^ Eekius and pthers, answered 
the heretic^ as they, called him^ With great 
heat, but he replied. His own teinper was 
extremely cholerie^ buthe had much tender- 
ness of conscience, and a sincere desire to 
know the truth. 

In the close of the year 1519? Luthet began 
to preach and to publish concerning the pro- 
priety of administering the sacrament in both 
kinds. This increased the fnryof hisadverr 
saries. The elector^s court, as they had re^ 
peatedly done before^i^ exhorted faim,to^niDdera«^ 
tion. His reply was — ^" Let us in faith and 
prayer commit the eve^t to God^ and we shall 
be safe. For what can our adversaries do ? 
Will they murder us ? They cannot do that 
twice. Will tbey asperse us as heretics? 
Was not Christ treated as a malefactor ?'' &g; 
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"^ It is extremely liiteresting to Contemplate 
tlii| great reformer^ con tendings dtigle-handed^ 
against the whol% empire of Rome^ enirench- 
ed as she Vas> amid her ten thousand doctors ; 
and afmed as she was^ witti all the fbry of the 
temporal power : at^tbe same moment^ breast- 
ing the whole volley of the Tatican^ resolving 
the doubts 0f k timid multitude^ Who had 
.Iieen iiarsed at the bosom of superstition^ and 
gaining^for himself new degrees of necessary 
knowledge. It is th^ Lord^a dowg, and mar^ 
mllou$in^ur ey€8, 

■ ' In his letter to Leo^ written in 1590^ Ltf- 
th^r compared tte ccmrtof Rome to a den of 
tbieve»^ but expresi»d great respect for his 
holiness^ and exhorted htm to separate himself 
from the cefrraptioiis with which be was sur- 
Younded. 

StiH ec^tinnittg t^ write/ lAither published 
a tte&tise on Ghrbtian liberty^ and an^rthei^on 
the necessity of a reformation%i the church. 
In this he declared the pope fallible^ and 
exhorted the people to make a stand against 
his encroachments* He also published a 
work eondernihg the Qabylonish captivity. 
He styled the papacy tl|e kingdom of Babylon. 
Hi3 doctrines became more and^more popular. 
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The number of ^tddents at Wittembargb in- 
creased. Multitudes flocked to bear bim 
preach. The word of th^ Lord had free 
cotirsBf and was glorified. » - 

At length^ on tbe. 10th Jane^ iOSO, tBfe pope 
issued a bull of excommunication; against 
Luther^ commanding all persons to seize and 
deliver Wm to the secular power^ and ordering 
his writings to be burnt* Luther appealed 
from this to a genei^l cmincil ; and^ moreover^ 
he publicly burnt the buU^ together with the 
volujnes of deeretals and eanon law^thusde* 
elaring that be was no longer subject io pon- 
tifical jurisdiction, U« also pablished a wor^^ 
shewing^ by extracts ft^mi 4;hose volumes^ that 
the pope was anti*Oirist« 

The elector condemned* the severe pifoceed- 
ings of the pope^ and ike emperor^ £!harles 
5thf to whom Luther had previoujgly written 
f(# protection^ deferred the consideration of 
the whole malter^ to the diet to be assembled 
at Worms, in 1021. ;; 

Improving the interval previous to the meet- 
ing of the diet, Luther published continually, 
treatise after treatise, as expositions of the 
Lord's prayer, the ten commandments, tli0 
epistles and gospels^ &c« He drew largely 
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from the word of Gtod^ deeming tbat 4he most 
legitimate weapon with which to combat error. 
Germany became illuminated by the portions 
of scripture scattered in his writings, ^^ It 
was like letting in light upon moles and bats/^ 
for the Bible had been for centuries locked up 
from the.majority. 

, Previous to the meeting of the diet^ mufih 
intrigue was used by the emissaries of the 
pope against Luther^ but> at len^h^ the em- 
peror granted him a safe conduct. He repaired 
to Worms against the solicitations of many 
of his friends^ sayings <^ Christ lives^ and I 
will enter Worms^ though all the gates of Hell^ 
and all the powers of darkness oppose/' On 
his arrival he was greeted with the respect 
and admiration of multitudes. As he stepped 
from his open vehicle he exclaimed^ in the 
presence of a prodigious^ concourse^ ^^ God 
will be on my side/' Immense crowds flock* 
ed tp see him^ and his apartments were con- 
stantly filled with visitors of the highest rank* 
fie was regarded as a prodigy of wisdom^ born 
to enlighten mankind. Summoned before 
the diet, he defended himself with great rea- 
diness, animation, and firmness, but with all 
due respects Be refused to recant any thing 
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exce^ the violeot nniDoer into which his warm 
temper had Bometioies transported him. Tb& 
assembly was divided* Charles sent in a 
prematare sentence, but ibe princes continued 
their consultation. In the mean time the grMt- 
est exertion was made by many of the chiefs 
to induce- Luther to change his opinions^ but 
h% continued infiexible. The diet exhorted 
hiin to submit his writings to the judgment t>f 
the emperor and princes, but lie contended for 
the word of God as sole umpire. Further 
attempts were made upon him in private, but 
all was in vain* At length the emperor com* 
manded him to leave Wtfrms/ allowing him 
twenty.one days to return home, but forbidding 
him to preach by the way; ^' This is the 
Lord's will/^ said Luther, '^ and blessed be 
the name of the Lord.'^ 

Seeing a bloody deed meditated, the elector 
caused Luther to be intercepted on his return 
home, by a party of horsemen, ahd convi^ed 
to the castle of Warburgh, as a place of se^ 
Gurity* 

At the close of the diet, the friends of th& 
reformation having, by manouvering, been 
induced to leave Worms^^ and the most bigptted 
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papist^ to remain^ an edict was pnblislied con- 
demniog Luther ia the most violeDt terms. 

But edicts and bulls were alike loefiebtuaL 
The doctrines of Lnther spread ; his writings 
were translated into yarioas languages^ and 
lovers of the truth multiplied in every direc- 
tion. In the mean time the reformer continued 
to write in bis castle. He sent forth several 
works^ as^ one on the abuse of private confes- 
sions ; another in favor of tb^ marriage of the 
clergy, and several others. He also translated 
the New Testamisnt, and improved bis know* 
ledge of the Greek and Hebrew languages, 
for, the purpose of rendering his whole version 
of the Bible complete. 

Hearing of disorders at Wtttemburgh, as 
also of sundry enthusiastic notions in various 
.parts of brermany, and discovering that, while^ 
on the one hand, the follov^ers of the trntb 
were persecuted, oa the other, the elector was 
actiqg an overcautious part ; Luther could no 
longer be persuaded to remain «t Warburgh. 
He left bis concealment in March, 16SS, de« 
termined to hazard the consequences. 

The best effects flowed from his return ; 
order was < restored ; the enthusiasts were 
silenced, and the reformatton progressed. In 
Si 
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i52Z, Lather published bis Tersionjof tbe 
Neir Testament His version of the Old 
Testsment fbltowed a few years after. 

Pope Adrian 6tb, who succeeded . Leo^ 
addressed the diet at Nurerabni^b^ repeating, 
the condemnation of Lntber^ bat, at the sanm 
time^ acknowledging the corruptions of the 
Romish cbnrcb in point of morals. The diet 
answered by intreating him to promote a refor. 
malion among the clergy^ and to call a general 
conncil. Morisover, they drew op and sent to 
tlie pope^ tlie Centum Gravamina^ or list of 
one hondred grievances^ under which the 
empire groaned. 

The persecution of the Iiutlierans continued, 
and fearfbl storms gatfaeredaround both Fre- 
derick and the reformer^ bu^ they i^ere dis* 
persed. 

Sweden and Denmark, instructed by disd* 
pies of Luther^ received the h*i]tb. Gustavus 
Vasa protected the work in Sweden, translate 
ing and purifying, the liturgy^ estabUsning 
reformed bishops, &;c. '. 

It was a source of great sorrow to Luther 
that the bishops generally were, with tiie rest 
of the clergy, so oorropt. He held up to their 
view tbo character of a bishop spoken of by 
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Paul, and. e?cborted them to imitate it. He 
wfis particularly fond of John Thurzo, bishop 
uf Breslaw, " of all the bishops of this age the 
be^ ;'^ $ay4iig/ moFeover,, ^ it is a lamentable 
truth/ that there are now actually few such 
bishops, and, also thftt there never existed Ji 
greater need of them»'^ 

Persecution raged with great ferocity in 
Hungary, Flander^^ and several other places. 
Two were burnt at Bmissels^ They died 
singing in alternate response, Te Deum 
Laudamus* 

A second attempt was made by the pope in 
i5S3> to induce the diet of Nuremburgh to 
execute the c^ct of Worms, but in vain. 
Promises were givea to enfpvee it as far as pos- 
sible, and the deputies^ reiterated their com- 
plaint of grievances,' and their request for the 
calling a council, and they appointed an assem- 
bly to be held at Spired for the purpose of 
m^ing temporary regulation of the mattes in 
dispute^ until a council should decide. ' 

€ampeggio, the then legate, in order to se- 
<^ure a confederation of the friends of the pope, 
proeui^ed a meeting of a number of princes and 
prelates at Ratisbon^ in July, iSM, These 
bound themselves to execute rigorously the 
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•diet of Woms. iip eoofieqitettoe of tbiV & 
much lariger bodjrofimperialdepafieii assem- 
bled at Spires^ and declared thejifiielves friend- 
ly to th^ Lotheraiia. 

Luther thought not of bis, pergonal safety. 
He entrusted himself to 6od. But be rejoiced 
to see the progress of the ttttth. The. land- 
grave of Hesse^ and the marquis of Branden- 
burgh^ avowed themselvefi veformers f and 
Prussia, under the labors of the bishop of 
Samland and others^ became entirely severed 
from Rome. liUther wrote ta the bishops aiid 
dedicated to him, as a dignified ecclesiastic, his 
Commentary on the book of Deuteronomy. 

In i5S4j began a eontr^v^rsy amoiig tbe 
reformer^ on the manner of Christ's presence 
in the eucharist, In the 'same year occurred 
the war of the peasi^nts>^ which resulted from 
many fanatical pensons, and especially one 
Thomas Alnnzer, exciting the people against 
their magisttat^.^ These caused Luther 
much trouble^ * 

In May, 1523, died Fre<teri<5ki elect* of 
Saxony, the faithful friend and defender of 
Luther. He was suqceededby his brother 
John. About the same time Luther was mar* 
ried to Catharine Bore, formerly aouin. 
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Having iiQeii praviously attacked by ki^g 
fienry VllL and the upiversity qf Paris, 
both of f^ham be had antfw.erecl, ikp reforn^r 
^ASf at length, called to contend with the 
learned Erasmas. This restorer of literature 
had long eadeavoired to ke^p friends, as well 
with the papacy, as with its opposers ; hut, 
beiog earnestly persuaded by many great men 
— a clftss of persons for whom he had a pro- 
found veneration — he finally published abopk 
against Luther. His subject was, the freedum 
of .the will. Luther answered by a voluqie 
on the bondage of the will. Erasmus became 
exasperated, lind compl$.ined to the elector. 
He abused Luther in successive publications. 
The. reformer himself was by no means, deli- 
cate in his mode of treating his adversary. 

In his ans^wer to Henry .VIIL be had writ- 
ten with needles^ acrimony, insomuch that that 
monarch was much .incensed against iiim. 
Beii^ persuaded that good might result frqm 
it, he wrote the king i^.coi«ciiiatory' letter, 
aqknoifidedgiog his fornier heat, and exhorting 
his ipajesiy to becpnue the patron of pure reii- 
gion. He wrnte al^io to George, doke of 
Sa^opy, .endeavoring io appease his wrath^ 

Vi,hwk ^M incessMfly persecoting the Lumber- 
81* 
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ans. Bat Deither of thege letters produced any 
benefit. Henry and Oreor^e both replied to 
bim with virulence^ insomoeh that he resolved 
to have no more to do with supplioatilig let- 
ters. He laid down the following principles 
for the regnlatiou of his future conduct^ viz : 
^^1. In all matters, where the mini^trj of the 
word of Grod was not concerned, he would 
not only submit to his superiors^ biit was 
ready to beg pardon even of children. As 
a private man, he merited nothing but eternal 
destruction at the divine tribunal. But, tdly, 
in regard to the ministry^ for which he consi* 
dered himself as having a commission from 
Heaven, there was so much dignity in it^ that 
no man^ especially a tyrant^ should ever find 
him give way, submit, or flatter* Lastly, he 
besought his Heajrenly Father to enable him to 
keep bis resolution/^ His pi*ofession was b) 
teach the word of God ; and as no man ought 
to impose silence in that respect, so there was 
a necessity that th% word should continually 
be sounded in Incin's ears. It^iias useful, for 
support, for eonsolation> for rebu|Le^ and for 
the pulling down of strong hold»» '^ In spite 
of kiogBt and pvlfsuses, in spite of Uie whole 
world and of Batan hiniself^ 1 will never^ with 
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God's hAf^i desert my station." .He decUl^d 
4bat he did noA depend on humati means. 
Christ was his sHield, and the rock of l)^is de- 
fence^ in storms and tempests of every sort. It 
was nxucbthe same thing to him who4eserted^ 
or who stood firm to the canse. << Therefore^ 
if any one disliked the business in which he 
was embarked, let him/^ said he, ^^ tack about 
and run away. Whate%'er happened, he 
should canstantly endeavor to make the best 
t>f the existing circumstances." " Who/' he 
asked, ^^ supported him in the beginning of 
this struggle^ when he stood alone ? And 
now he desired no one to take part with him> 
unless he did so voluntarily.'^ 

John^ the new elector of Baxony, was dif- 
ferent in eliaracter from his predecessor, Fre- 
derick ; for, whereas Frederick^ even while 
he defended iLuiher^ endeavored (o retain the 
friendship of the papacy, and rather strove to 
bring about a reconciliation of differences, ti^tn 
to promote a thorou^ Teformatiqn ;• John re- 
solved to adopt all the doctrines and plans of 
Luther as his own^ and became, to all intents 
and purposes, a complete reformer, so that, in 
the year IdSS, theTeformation was establish- 
ed in his dominions. ln:^t same yeai- it 
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was egtahlished in many cfHUiidiirdble tow^is 
tfarwgiiout Germaay . 

AiBODg other ust^fiil Works pijrculated. by 
Luther, he pnblbhed a small volume of by mhs^ 
eontaining the substance of Christian doctrine^ 
HI the German language^ ^ with appropriate 
tunes aone^ed . This volume bad p^iat effect* 

An attempt was made to prison Luther by 
means of a Poli^^b JeWj^ but it failed. 

The controversy concerplug the matiner of 
Christ's presence in the eucharist^ again agit^t- 
jed the reformer's. Luther believed in con- 
substantiation.^ In this he was opposed by 
Zuingle and the Awiss divines^ and maoy^ 
alas! too many, angry pamphlets passed* 

Theemperpr^Qha^rles Qth, together with the 
papists, breathing out much tbi[;e^teniiig against 
the Lutbi^rans^ and making many pr^arations ; 
that savored of an fussault, the elector of 
Saxony y with dlie landgra:ve at Hesse, apd 
several others, .entered into a league for their 
commoa defei^e. Luther steadily opposed 
offensive war, and adyoc^^d nothing but a 
defence a^nst the popish {Mrinces. ^ut the 
diet itf Spires^ wbicb waiS much afEspeetcid^ 

* See N4). Ill* of the Apiiendut. < 
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pagged off without any steps bein^ taken 
against- the Lutherans, and an int^val of 
quiet agdn returned. This interval Luther 
improved; as usual^ by promoting the holy 
canse. 

In 19979 ^^ place a Visitation of the elec- 
torate of Saxony. Sundry directions for the 
goVemment of the church were ]mbUshedby 
Jilelancthon. In a preface to these/ Luther 
shewed the great , use of ecclesiastical visita* 
tions; and censured theneglect of the bishops 
of those times. One of the ilirections defined 
the duty of a superintendant,.an officer intend- 
ed to act the part of bishop. He was dj* 
rected to inspect the conduct of the ctergy in 
his dioeese^ ta examine candidatea {o% .holy 
orders, and to admonish defaulters. 

In 15S(^ the elector of 1Ba:a:oiiy and the land- 
grave of Hesse^ made preparations to attack 
their popish adversaries, but Luther per- 
Miaded thera to oontinae at peace, and wait 
for an attack. 

On the delieaie aubject of predestination, 
Luther always displayed great moderation. 
Content with what seripture had revealed, 
he never undertook to explain it with any 
41iing like systMiatie precision* To a clergy* 
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man "^fao applied to him for advice conceru- 
iQg it^ he wrote thus : 

*^ Many ha?& perished in the indulgence of 
such curious inquiries ; it is nr temptation 
which leads eyen to blasphemy. I, myiself^ by 
giving way to it^ have more than once been 
reduced to the last extremity. We, poor mor- 
tals, by faith can scarcely comprehend a few 
rays of the Divine promise, or r^eive in prac- 
tice a few sparks of the Divine precepts ; and 
yet, feeble and impure as vve are, we rashly 
attempt to fathoin the majesty of God in all its 
brightness. Do we not kho w that his ways 
are past finding out ? Instead of using well 
the mild light of the promises which is adapt- 
ed to our faculties, we rush with tyes of moles, 
to view at once the majestic splendor of the 
Deity. Whatwonderthenif his ^lory should 
overwhelm us in the attempt to investigate ft ! 
We ought to know that there is such a thing as 
the secret will of God : but the danger is when 
we attempt to comprehend it. I am wont to 
check myself with that answer of, Christ to 
Peter, who had asked what was to become 
of John ;~^^ What is that to thee? follow 
thou me.'^ But suppose We could give an 
accurate account of the judgments of Almighty 
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G^od inhh secret determiaatldtiflf what ad* 
vantage would accriie to us from »ueh km)w« 
ledge, beyond wbat lies opeq to us from tfie 
promide^ aad the p.recepts~from the former 
addressed to our f^tb-^rom -tlie latter to our 
pyi;actice? Tell your ftieud, if he would hftve 
ptoce of mlud, to abstain f^om such intricate 
9peculatioQ$« Tbe-«ubjecl is iucompreheusi* 
ble^ and the study of it may drive him to 
despair and blafphemy, l4et him not give 
way to Satan^ who wooid weary hira out, by 
preaenijiug impossibilitiea to his mind. Let 
bitn exercise faith in the promises, and obey 
th6 commandments ; andt whfn he ha^ dis- 
charged those duties well, be will be able to 
judge whether be will have any time left for 
imiiossibiUties. There is no other remedy 
than to neglect, and not give way to such 
thoughts; though thi^ is a difficult task, be- 
eause Satan suggests the absolute necessity of 
attending to them. ^Tbis battle however must 
be fought \ and many persons fail in the con- 
tent by not suspecting their thoughts to be the 
temptatious of Satan ; whereas, these are the 
very fiery darts of that wicked one* He 
himself fell ffom Heaven by aiming at a know- 
ledge above bis station. Thus also he van- 
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quished Adam, by teadiiog ^m-to be dis- 
satisfied with his ignorance concerning tlie 
^ill of God. Flight is the true wisdom here ; 
there is no room for Christ to dwell in the 
heart* as long as reasonings of this kind are 
uppermost/^ In, another letter, wliile he 
admits, the preordination and foreknowled^ 
of God, nevertheless, from Kzek. xviii. 23^ 
^< Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die, saith the Lord God,^^ he argues, 
that God chose, and seriously decreed from 
eternity, the possibility of the salvation and 
everlasting happiness of allmen. And heo^ 
he concludes, that the general promises of a 
gracious God, ought by no meani» to be limited; 
nor those snggestiotia of Satan to be indulged, 
wiiich would separate us froBH the Divine 
mercy, which is represented in soripttire as 
infinite. He then refers the afflicted penitent 
to the voice of God himself, *^ This is my 
beloved Son, hear him ;'^ and to tiie words of 
Christ, proclaiming ii^ the streets, ^< C6me. 
unto me, aH ye that labor.'^ He invites all, 
even the very worst,^as publieaus and 'harlots. 
Why should we perplex ourselves with diffl- 
cult and circuitous roads, when the direct 
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i*6ad ig 90 clearly poi6te4 out to us in the 
gospel/? , 

^ A confereote on tlie subjeet of consubstau- 
tiation, took place between Lutber and Zuingle 
at MarpuTg., Tbe violent temper of Lutbei 
. on this occasion^^ve much grief to his friends. 
However^ sundry articles of concord wero 
agreed npod. 

In 1339^ a new diet met at Spires^ which 
published a decree of intolerance agaiiist the 
liutheranis. Against this decree fourteen im- 
perial cities^ with the elector of Saxony^ and 
sundry other princes^ solemnly protested. 
Hence arose the term protestaiit applied to the 
reformers. Charles 5th, was so enraged at 
tbisv protest, that the aathors of it thought fit 
to draw nearer their bonds of concord ; and 
they formed the league of Bmalcald for their 
mutual defence. 

In 1930, saX the diet of Augsburgh, at 
which was presented the famous confession of 
faith sketched by Luther, and elaborately 
drawn up by Melancthoo. A^ this diet a 
decree was passed against the Lutherans, still 
more violent than the edict of Worms. 

Bui Charles was so busied with ^wars 
against the Turks, the French, and others, that 
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he was not able^ for many years^ to carry on 
a persecution. Luther too continually strove 
to prevent any violent measures on the part of 
the protestants^ so that peace was maintained 
during his life. Various concessions, how- 
ever, were gained from the emperor, and, 
under the indefatigable labors of the reformer, 
the causa of truth spread, and became more 
establifidieA from year to year. 

At length, his health having been gradually 
deelimng for some time, in 1546, Luther closed 
his valuable Ufe at Isleben, the place of bis 
nativity, whither he had gone, though in a 
rigorous season, to dompose a difference 
among the counts of Manisfeldt. His funeral 
was celebrated, by order of the elector of 
Saxony, with extraordinaty pomp. 

Notice of the promhtent events OGcuninginisrennaiiy, 
from the diet of Augsbargh to &e year 1446, will be 
found ia the {Nrecediog history of the Reformation in 
{Ingland. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 

■Of 



JOHN CHAUVIN, or, as he is usually 
called John Calvin, was bom at Noyon^ in 
Picardy, on the 10th of July, 1509. In the 
house of a noble family, he received^ in his 
childhood^ the. rudiments of a liberal education^ 
and, along with the children of that family, 
he was sent to Paris, where be advanced in 
learning with great rapidity. At the age of 
twelve he is supposed to have received the 
^ tonsure, or the first part of the ceremony of 
ordination, according to the rights of the Ro- 
mish church. He was then presented with a 
benefice ; and, in 1327^ with another ; which, 
in 19S9, he exchanged for a curacy in the 
native place of his father. Here be some- 
times preached, though he was attacbsd to the 
clergy only by the tonsure. But his father. 
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anxious to see him prosperous iii 4he thiirgsof 
the present life, diverted bis attention, with 
some difficulty, to the stady of the civil law. 
At the universiity of Orleans, and also at that 
of Bourges, he attained the flr^t rank among 
his fellow students. As a mark of faiglf re- 
spect, the faculty of the former, unanimonisly 
voted him a doctor's degree. 

But the study of the law by no' ndeahs en- 
grossed his entire attention. Through the 
instrumentality of Peter Oliyetan, a near kins- 
man, he became acquainted with the doetrines 
of the reformation, then spreading in France. 
Obtaining the holy sCcriptures, he applied him- 
self to the study of them with thi^ greatest 
assiduity, until, at length, be determined to 
renounce the superstitions of Rome. 

While at Bourges, he occasionally preached 
at Ligniers, a small town in the province of 
Berri. But the death of his father suddenly 
recalled him to Noyom 

At the age of twenty-two, he prepared and 
published a commentary on Seneca's epistle 
concerning clemency. This he 'did for the 
purpose of impressing ipild and tolerant prin- 
ciples on the governmetit of Frtoce j i|s, 
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from observing the, progress of tbe reformed 
doctrines^ he anticipated much persecution. 

Left to his own choice of a pursuit for life^ 
be renounced his legal stud^ips, devoted him* 
self to the cause of religion^ and became active 
in illustrating and conirming the doctrines of 
the Bible^ in the private assemblies held at 
'Paris. 

Pursuant to the advice of Calvin^ Nicholas 
Cop^ rector of the university of Paris, deliver^ 
ed a discourse^ on the festival of AlUsaints^ 
animadverting on the superstitions of the day. 
This gave great offence. Gop was obliged to 
fly. Calvin^ who also Was pursued^ escaped 
by being absent from his lodgings^ but his 
papers were seized, to the great hazard of 
many of his friends^ wbbse letters in favor of 
reformation were among them* Tber qu^en of., 
of Navarre interposed, andnrrested the fury 
of the inquisition. Calvin was kindly re- 
ceived at her house ; and through her interces- 
sion with the king, his personal safety was 
secured. 

From Paris, Calvin retired to Saintonge. 
While there, he wrote, at the request of his 
friend Eicwis du Tillet, some short Chtistiilti 
exhortations, which were used as homilies for 
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the purpose of ^twakeniag an eiiqmry after 
tratby among the people. 

In 1934^ be returned to Paris. ^^Ther^ 
lie was to have had a :conference with Serve- 
tus^ who had begun te propagate bis heterodox 
opinions respecthig the Trinity : but Bervetus 
£iiled to appear, though Calvin attended at 
the time and plaee appqinted^ at the imminent 
hazard of his life ; for this year was peculiarly 
Iroublesome and dangeroiss^ to the reformed*'' 
The French king ordered eight of tbein to be 
burned ^live, and ^^ swore that he would not 
spare even his own children, if they were 
infected with such abominable heresies/' 

Calvin departed to Basil, in Swita^erland, 
where, in 1 035, he published his celebrated 
Institutes of the CbrlsUan religion. The 
design c^ this work was to defend the f^trfbar- 
mere from the aspersions of the paf^sts, who 
were endeavoring to confound them with 
the anabaptist enthusiasts. In a preface de- 
dicating it to Francis I. the author endeavwed 
to soften ihe persecuting spirit of that monarch. 
This preface is distinguished by the elegance 
of its Latin, and the Institutes themselves, are 
in the highest estimation with all who bold 
their views of doctrine. They were^ in sidb- 
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se^nefiii editions, repeatedly revised and en- 
larged by Calvin, and have been translated 
into a variety of languages. 

After publishing this work, the reformer 
went into Italy, on a visit to the duchess< of 
Ferrara,^^ a nursing-mother of protestantism ; 
but the mquisition, hearing of his arrival, eem- 
petted him to depart. He returned to France^ 
but, on account of the persecution still raging 
there, he resolved to take up hi» abode in 
Basil or Strasburgh, and pursue his studies 
in quiet seclusion. On his way, he found the 
direct road to the latter place impeded by the 
troops of the emperor, then invading France* 
In consequence of this, he changed his route, 
intendii^ to pass through Geneva. Arrived 
at that city, he was arrested in his course by 
ther reformers, Farel and Yiret, who intreated 
him to remain and assist them in their labors. 
He refused, until, at 4ength, Farel addressed 
him in the language of imprecation — *^^1 de- 
clare to you, in the name of Almighty God, if, 
unifer the pretext of love to your studies, you 
refuse to unite your labors with ours, in the 
work of the Lord, the Lord will corse you in 
your retirement, as seeking your own wiH, 
and. not his.'' Awed by this appeal, Calvin 
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yielded. He accepted ^t the office wfaich wu 
offered hina^ and beeai&e both a preacher and 
professoV of divinity. This occurred iit 1S36. 

The Genevese had lately banished fheir 
bishop) who, contrary to the gospel, was 
prince as well as pastor, and .who, mi»reoYer, 
was a persecating papist. They had also 
defeated the duke of Savoy^ who claimed 
some aothority over them; ai^d had fornied 
themselves into a republic, under four syn- 
dicks, twenty -five senators, and a council of 
two hundred — the officers recognized by their 
ancient constitution* The principles of the 
reformation bad been spread .among t}^m by 
ik^ labors c^ Farel and Yiret, . and, in full 
assembly, they hard renounced the pope. 

Perceiving that this people, though reform- 
ed in name, were £ar from being ali reformed 
in fa<;t, Gftlviii) immediately on his settlement 
among them, entered upon a, course of active 
labors. Ue prepared a fofmula of Christiaa 
faith; and a catechism ; aiid. In 1937? with 
the help of f'arel and Oorault, he succeeded in 
making tba senate and people openly nbjure 
the church of Rome, and swear to a summary 
of doctrine; and form of discipline which he 
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had drawn up.* The church government 
recognized by this form, was presbyteriari, 
tboQgh, from a work Written by him it 19449 
on the subject of reforming the chtirch, it 
would appear that he desired another— ^^ If 
they would bring unto us/' says he,^^ such a 
hierarchy, Wherein the bishops shall so rule 
as that they refuse not to submit themselves to 
Christ, that they tlepend upon him as their 
only head, &c. then, surely, if there should 
be any that shall not submit themselves to that 
hierarchy, rfeverently, and wilfa the greatest 
Obedience that may be, I eSiless there is no 
- anathema of which they are not worthy/^ 

But, though his labors were thus successful^ 
he was^ot without difficulties. The ana&ap. 
tists endeavored to spread their disorganizing 
tenets at Oeneva. Wi^h them, he held a pub- 
lie disputation, and they were diefeated. One 
Peter Garoli, an outcast frpm the Sorboi|ne, 
accused him of heretical notions on the sob. 
ject of the Trinity. The reformer proposed 
to assemble a sytiod of ministers in the canton 
of Bern. 'Hiese pronounced Garoli guilty 
of defamation. He, however, persisted in his 

• Sec No. IV, of the Appendix* 
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charge, aacl was, at kogtb, banished by the 
senate. But the greatest trouble arose from the 
Genevese themselves. They had sworn to up- 
hold the principles of the gospel ; hot the majo.- 
rity had not yet received them in their hearts. 
Many wished to live in sinful {H*actice9^ with 
jione to molest or make them afraid* Animo- 
sities engendered during the war with the 
duke of Savoy, divided many families and 
individuals, producing the most in|urtfius 
effects* Against these, Calyin and his eol- 
leagues, preached, and exerted their official 
infltteneer Tfiey^eftUed ah^^ on the Ctvil. au- 
thority to interfere for the preaervation of 
public morals. Bnt their enemies were only 
exasperated; and the more violent wished for 
nothing s9 mneh as to relieve themselves from 
the vigilance of such pai^ors. A controversy 
which arose about this ,time^ between the 
church of Geneva, and that of B^n, on the 
subject of ceremonies^^ve the disaffected an 
opportunity of gaining their wish. The 
church of Geneva was in the' habit of using 
leavened bread in the eucharist ; had removed 
all the baptismal fonts, and abolished every 
. festival except Sunday. Of these things the 
churches of the canton of Bern disapproved ; 
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and, by a synod h^ld at Lausanne, required 
a ebange. This requisition the ministers of 
Geneva refused to obey, alledging that they 
had not been called to the synod, and demand- 
iDg the privilege of being beard. The demand 
was acceded to, and a council appointed to be 
"held at Zurich, to decide. But, taking advanr 
tage of the refusal to obey the synod of Lau- 
sanne, the enemies of Calvin procured an order 
from an assembly of the people, that he, with 
Farel and Corault, should leave the city in 
two days. " Had I been," said he, ^* in the 
service of men, this would have been a poor 
.reward ; but it is well. I have served him 
who never fails to repay his servants whatever 
he has promised." 

The banished ministers proceeded toi;he 
council of Zurich — the synod of the Swiss 
churches. This synod directed the church of 
Bern to use its influence with the Genevese, 
to revoke their decree of expulsion. The in- 
tercession was made, but it did not avail. 

Calvin repaired to Strasburgh, where he 
became, once more, professor of theology, and 
preacher of the gospel. He collected a French 
church, which he modelled after the^plan of 
that at Geneva. He discharged the duties of 
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seminary at Bt^asburgh increased in celebrity^ 
and in the number of students, in 1530^ be 
published a commentary on the Romans ; and 
a small work on the Lord^s supper^ intended 
to allay the controversy between the adherents 
of Luther^ and Zuingle. He addressed sun- 
dry letters to the church of Geneva. He 
returned an answer to an able and eloquent 
letter of cardinal Sadolet, to the Genevese, 
endeavoring to recal tbenl to the Romish com-, 
munion. 'This answer so unmasked the abo- 
minations of popery^ that the cardinal was com- 
pletely frustrated. 

Jn 1S40, Calvin was married.. In 1541, he 
was appointed by the divines of Strasburgh 
^Hok attend the diet convoked to meet at 
Worms, and afterwards at Ratisbon, for set- 
tling the religious differences which had arisen 
in Germany .'' While there, he proved highly 
us^ul to tl^e protestants of France, procuring ' 
an address from the states and princes assem- 
bled, to the French king^ in behalf of the, 
persecuted. 

The lapse of two years caused a great 
change in the face of affairs at Geneva. A 
desire for Calvin's return became general, and 
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an embassy was sent to intreat liiai« He, at 
first, refused, but, after much solicitation, and 
some intercession, consented. He arrived at 
Geneva on the 13th of September, 1341, Ue 
was jreceived with gratulations, and the senate 
ma(l9a public acknowledgment to God for so 
signal a benefit. 

He immediately attended to the subject of 
discipline. " He projected a kind of police, 
and procured the, establishment of a tribunal 
called the consistory, with power to take cog- 
nizance of all oll'ences, and to inflict canonical 
punishments, even to excommunication. In 
cases requiring the infliction of severe penalties, 
it reported to the council of the city, wilh ita 
own judgment on the evidence »adduced.'^ 
Considerable opposition was made, but Cal- 
vin's system was, at length, adopted. 

The course of labors on which he now en- 
tered, was extremely severe. He preached 
every day of evQry other week : on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, he gave lectures 
in theology : on Thursday, he presided in the 
meeting of the presbytery ; and on Friday, 
expounded the scriptures to the congregation. 
Besides all this^he carried on an extensive 
correspondence, composed various works jf 
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controversy^ defended the reformatioD against 
its numerous enemies^ assisted the council of 
(feneva^ by deciding points of law and framing 
edicts^ and produced works of learning and 
ability^ intended for general edification. % 

" Tl^e deference shewn to Calvin's opiVlons, 
and the respect paid to his personal character^ 
were astonishing. His disapprobation of. any 
tenet was sufficient to procure its rejection, 
and all who treated him ill were considered 
as enemies of the state. Castalio, having at- 
tempted to disseminate some doctrines which 
Calvin abhorred^ was instantly denounced as 
ai heretic, and obliged to leave Geneva.'^ 

In 1544, he published a work entitled, 
^^The neiessity of reforming the church ;'' 
and another " against the errors and fanati- 
cism of the anabaptists and libertines.'' He 
exposed the fallacy of the position held by the 
libertines, that God is the author of sin. This 
last work offended the queen of Navarre : but 
he succeeded in regaining her good opinion. 

The vices of many of the Gcnevese caused 
them to organise faction after faction^ against 
the discipline of the church. Continual 
attempts were made to w^-est the power of 
excommunication out of the hands of the con- 
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sistory^ anil place it in the senate. The 
reformer was obligetl to be always on the 
alert. He preached closely. He laborefl 
faithfully. At one time, a body of the disaf- 
fected, led on by Pevrin, had gained so consi- 
derable an advantage, that the council .of two 
hurAed was cbnvoked. On the day of their 
asseinbling, September 16th, 1S47, ^Calvin, 
being apprehensive of a tumult, went to the 
council chamber. He found before the door 
a noisy crowd^ whose violence it was difficult 
to appease; and, even in the hall of legislation, 
at was only by his thrusting his body between 
jtheir contending swords, that he restrained 
the combatants. The result was, that the 
consistory was allowed to retain its spiritual 
authority. * ^ 

Calvin, from time to time, raerciseda 
watchful care over the protestant churches in 
France. As early as 1637, he wrote to his 
friend Ceminus, shewing the danger of a com- 
pliance with popish superstition, into which 
some were falling ; and also to lloussel, bishop 
of Oleron, exhorting him to a faithful dis- 
charge of the episcopal office : and he continu- 
ed thus to counsel both individuals and com- 
munities. He repeatedly applied to the 
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German piinres, to use their influence witb 
Francis 1. in orfler to procure toleration. 
And when, nohvilh«tandingall thes6 applica- 
tions, in 15*.^, tlie storm of persecution burst 
o^er the vallies of l^iedmont, and men, ivomen, 
and chUdren, were put to the isword, or enve- 
loped in the flame; because they wou|| not 
declaret themselves papists, he extended bis 
protection to such as were able to escape, and 
procured for many of them, an asylum in Ge- 
neva. 

Calvin hadt also, considerable correspon* 
dence with the reformers of the church of 
England* In October, 1948, he wrote to the 
protector, intreating him to press on in the 
good work, approving of what had been 
already done, and giving wholesome counsel* 
In the cotllse of his letter, he drew up what 
he considered a summary of Christian doc- 
trines, in the following words, viz : <^ That 
we have one God, the Governor of our con- 
sciences : for the direction of these, we must 
make use of his law alone, for the rule of 
devotion, lest we bring to his w^orship any of 
the vain traditions of men : he must, more- 
over, be worshipped by all, according to his 
own nature, with the whole mind and heart. 
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Bat^ since there is nothing in us except a mise-^ 
rable comiption^ which occupies both our 
senses and affections^ we must acknowlege 
that entire abyss of iniquity^ and dread it 
when acknowledged. In this manner^ having 
obtained a true knowledge of our state, as 
being in ourselves, broken, wounded, lost, 
deprived of all dignity and wisdom, and finally 
of any power to do good, we must, at last, 
flee to th« Lord Jesus Christ, the only foun- 
tain of all blessings, to partake of whatever 
he offers, and principally that incomparable 
treasure of his death and passion ; by which 
method alone we may become entirely recon- 
ciled to God, the Father. Purified by the 
sprinkling of his blood, we shall be assured 
that none of those .stains will remain in us, 
which would cover us with shame before his 
celestial throne. We shall be persuaded of 
the efficacy of bis perpetual sacrifice, by which 
we have sealed to us the gratuitous remission 
of sins, and on which we must fasten as the 
refuge and anchor of salvation. Being sanc« 
tified by his spirit, we shall be consecrated in 
obedience to the righteousness of God ; and 
confirmed by his grace, we shall come off more 

than conquerors over Satan, the world, and the 
S3* 
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lesh. Beii^ menbers of his body^ we skall 
not doubt but that God will number us in the 
family of his ehildren ; and we shall address 
him with entire conftdence by the legitimate 
and endearing name of Father. This is the 
design of the true doctrine^ which is ev^ to 
be preserved and heard^ by all in the church 
of God, that all may sincerely aim at this 
work; and that each individual, gradually 
withdrawing himself from the worlds may 
raise himself to Christ bis head, who is in 
heaven, by perseverance, prayer, and habitual 
holiness.'^ ^' The door," said he, ^^ must be 
shut against various innovations. The only 
means to be used fcff this purpose, is, to have 
a summary of doctrine received by all, which 
they may follow in preaching. To the obser* 
vance of this, all bishops and clergy should be 
bound by oath.'' Agiaiti, he said, << the church 
of God cannot be without a catechism; for 
therein the true seed of doctrine is to be con- 
tained, from which, at length, the pure and 
seasonable harvest will be matured ; and 
from this the seed maybe multiplied abun- 
dantly.'' And again — '< As to the formula of 
prayers, and ecclesiastical ceremonies, I very 
much approve that a proper one should exist, 
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to ysxjf in the exercise of their oifice ; and 
which might consuH the simplieity and igno* 
ranee of some persons^ and also establish a 
more certain agreement of all the churches 
among themselves. This would, moreover^ 
put a check upon the instability and levity of 
those persons, who might attempt innovations, 
and it would have the same tendency as 1 
have before shewn the catechism would have. 
Thus ought to be established a catechism, the 
administration of the sacraments, and the pub- 
lic formula of prayers.'^ 

Along with this letter to the protector, Cal- 
vin sent one to the king. The correspondence 
between him and the reformers of England, 
was continued from year to year. In 159S, 
Cranmer addressed to Calvin a letter, of which 
the following is an extract : 

^^ Thomas Cranmer to Calvin, greeting : 
As nothing tends more to separate the churches 
of Ood, than heresies and differences about 
the doctrines of religion, so nothing more effec* 
tually unites them, and fortifies more power- 
fully the fold of Christ, than the uncorrupted 
doctrine of the gospel, and union in received 
opinions. Ihave often wished, and now wisb> 
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that these learned and pious men^ who excel 
others in errfdition and judgmeDt^ would as- 
semble in some convenient place, where^ hold- 
ing a mutnal consultation^ and comparing their 
opinions, they might discuss all the heads of 
ecclesiastical doctrine^ and agree not only con- 
cerning the things themselves, bat the forms of 
expression, and deliver to posterity some work, 
with the weight of their authority.'' In an- 
swer to this, speaking of the importance of 
purging " the pure doctrine of the church,^' 
Calvin addressing himself to Cranmer, said— - 
^^ It is especially your duty, most accomplish- 
ed prelate, as you sit more elevated in the 
watch-tower, to continue your exertions for ef- 
fecting this object. I do not say this to stimu- 
late you afresh ; as you have already, of your 
own accord, preceded others, and voluntarily 
exhorted them to follow your steps. I would 
t)nly confirm you in this auspicious and distin- 
guished labor by my congratulation. We 
have heard of the delightful success of the 
gospel in England.'' " I know, moreover, 
that your purpose is not confined to England 
alone ; but, at the same moment, you consult 
the benefit of all the world. The generous 
disposition and uncommon piety of his majesty, 
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ihe king, are justly to be admired, ais he i« 
pleased to favor this holy purpose of holding 
such a council, and offers a plcae for its ses'* 
»ion in his kingdom. I wish it might be 
effected, that learned and stable men^ from the 
principal churches, might assemble in some 
pbce, and, after discussing with care^ each 
article of faith, deliver to posterity, ifcom their 
general opinion of them all, the clear doctrine 
of the scriptures/^ After declaring his wil* 
lingness to attend this synod, Calvin con. 
eludes, by saying — ^^I not only exhort yon, 
but I conjure you to proceed, until something 
shall be effected, if not every thing you coul4 
wish* Farewell, most accomplished prelate^ 
jsincerely respected by me. May the Lord go 
on to guide you by his spirit, and bless your 
holy labors/' Something occurring to prevent 
the proposed council, Calvin wrote afterwards 
to the archbishop, ^^ Since we can by no 
means expect at this time, what we so much 
desired, that the principal doctors, from those 
churches which have embraced the pure doc- 
trines of the gospel, should assemble, and, 
from the word of God, publish a definite and 
luminous confession, concerning all the points 
now controverted ; I very much approve, ^eve- 
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rend sir, of your design, that the English should 
maturely determine their religion among them- 
selves." " It is especially your business, 
and that of all those who have the government 
in their hands, to unite your exertions to e£fect 
this object. You see what your station re.- 
quires, and more imperiously demands of you, 
in return for the office which you hold by his 
favor. The chief authority is in your hand, 
confirmed both by the greatness of the honor, 
and the long established opinion concerning 
your prudence and integrity." 

The enemies of Calvin at Geneva, still coal 
tinned to assail him. They heaped upon him 
every variety of insult. He caused them to be 
arraigned before the senate, and, in Decem- 
ber, 1548, they renewed their oath to be 
reconciled. " He bad a keen controversy 
with Jerome Bolseck, a Carmelite friar, who 
impugned his peculiar doctrine of absolute pre- 
destination, and openly taught the sentiments 
on that subject, which were afterwards main- 
tained by Arminius. They disputed the 
point in church ; but Calvin displayed such a 
superiority in argument and erudition, that, in 
the judgment of all present, be obtained the 
victory f and, according to custom, his antago- 
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nist, who, besides his diiference with Calvin, 
was of a troublesome temper, was first cast* 
into prison, and then banished from the city/^ 

Among other plans made use of at Geneva, 
for promoting the spread of the truth, it was 
decreed by the senate, that the ministers 
should, at stated times, visit every family, 
attended by the decurion of each ward, and a 
ruling elder, and question each person sum- 
marily, concerning the reason of his. faith. 
This was followed by the best consequences. 

In 1553, Michel Servetus, a Spanish phy- 
sician, who had become notorious for sundry 
heresies, being condemned to death by the pa- 
pists at Vienna, fled for liis life. After wan- 
dering for some time as a fugitive, he arrived, 
at length, at Geneva. Calvin consented to 
Lave him apprehended and brought before the 
senate. -The charges against him were, blas- 
phemy and heresy. Calvin was appointed to 
hold a public disputation with him. The 
senate submitted to his choice, whether he 
would be sent back to the papists at Vienna, 
or abide by their decision. Servetus chose 
the latter; whereupon he was brought to trial. 
The charges against iiira were declared to be 
proved. From this judgment he appealed to 
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the four Sjviss churches ; and to tHem th€ 
senate forwarded the charges, proofs and re- 
plies. They also decided against him^ and 
advised iiis execution ; and, accordingly, on 
ihe S7th October, he was burnt. Calvin 
endeavored to have the mode of his execution 
changed ; but, as he said in his letter to Farel, 
he hoped the sentence, at least, would be capi- 
tal — the interest of truth and morals, seeming 
to require it.* In viewing this event, we are 
led to regret, that the principles of toleration 
were so little understood. Even the refor- 
mers appear not to have arrived at a perfijct 
conviction that prayer and sonnd argument are 
the only legitimate weapons against heresy. 

Bertilier, clerk of the council of Geneva, 
having been excommunicated by the consisto- 
ry, appealed to the senate, and, that body 
deciding against him, he carried the subject 
before the council. There a decree was passed 
in his favor, in which the senate subsequently 
coincided. Calvin, who contended that the 
church alone had the power of spiritual cen- 
sures, went to the church a short time after- 

* It does not appear that Calvin expected, at this 
time, that a capital sentence would be executed upon 
him. 
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wards^ to administer the sacrament of the sup- 
per. Before proceeding to the distribution of 
the elements^ he resolutely declared, " After 
the example of Chrysostom^ sooner will I suf- 
fer death,4han permit this hand to administer 
the holy things of the Lord to those who are 
lawfully condemned as despisers of God.^' 
Bertilier declined approaching the table^ and 
the senate recalled their decree. 

The persecution, which arose in England 
on the accession of queen Mary, having driven 
many of the reformers ^f that coui^ry to the 
continent, and among those who took refuge aj; 
Frankfort, ^ difference of opinion arising oi) 
the subject of the liturgy, Calvin wrote ex- 
horting them to peace. He advised them to 
make their liturgy as pure as possible, leaving 
out every thing ihat savored of popery. A 
part of tliese exiles removed to Geneva, 

In 1554, a controversy arose at Strasburgh 
on the subject of the eucharist. This Calvin 
endeavored io allay. In a letter written to 
the paster of the church of Strasburgh, com- 
plaining of the severity used toward a fellow 
minister, he says, '^ If that excellent servant of 
God, and faithful doctor of the church, Lu- 
ther, was now living, even he would not be so 
SI 
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severe or implacable^ but that he would wil« 
lingly admit this confession^ that what thft 
sacraments represent^ is truly given us ; ^ and, 
therefore^ in the Lord's supper we are made 
partakers of the body and blood of Christ. 
For, how often has he declared, that fte only 
ground of his contention was, that it might be 
manifest, that the Lord did not trifle with us 
by empty signs, but that he effected within, 
what he proposed to our eyes, and thence the 
effect was connected with the signs. This is 
agreed upon among U6, unless I nm greatly 
deceived, that the Lord's supper is not a thea- 
trical spectacle of the spiritual, food, but that 
what is represented is really given ; because, 
at the nupper, the pious souls are fed with the 
flesh and blood of Christ/' This controversy 
about the eucharist, was continued with va- 
rious persons, even as late as 1561. Calvin 
wrote several tracts upon the subject, defend- 
ing and explaining the articles of agreement 
entered into by the Swiss churches, &c. He 
had various other controversies, as one with 
Gribauld, a heretic, who was banished from, 
Geneva. Bolseck, who had before been 
banished from Geneva, being in the canton of 
Bern, and there attacking anew, the doctrine 
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of Divine sovereignty, Calvin Unpaired thither 
to contend with hita^ The result was, that 
Bolseck .was ordered to depart from the terri- 
tory of that canton, as was also C^istalio, 
another opponent of Calvin, The two senates 
of Bern and Geneva, entered into an agree- 
ment, that those who, on account of heresy, 
were banished from the territory of one, should 
not be allowed to remain in the territory of the 
other. 

In 1558, Calvin wrote to the landgrave of 
Hesse, intreating him to intercede with Henry 
IL the 4successor of Francis on the throne of 
France, in behalf of the protestants, wlio were 
persecuted with the utmost fury ; twenty-one 
of them being burned alive at Paris. . From 
year to year, the persecution continued to rage, 
and, at the same time, the truth' continued to 
spread. Geneva itself was threatened, but 
the storm was averted. 

In 1560, a new seminary was dedicated to 
the service of God, at Geneva. The buildings 
were large^ and professors . numerous. Cal- 
. vin held the theological chair, and Beza was 
made president. This institution was intend- 
ed as a means of spreading 4;}ie doctrines of 
the reformation. 
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The persecution in France driving^some of 
the protestants of tbat c6untry to England^ 
AvI] ere Elizabeth now shielded the reforjmation, 
they were received with hospitality^ and a 
place of worship appointed them, in which 
they might conduct their exercises according 
to the Genevese mode, ©rindall, bishop of 
London^ especially^ became their friend. To 
him Calvin wrote in the most respectful and 
grateful terms. He also dedicate^ to Eliza- 
beth the last edition of his Institutes. 

Calvin's life drew near its close. In 1556, 
he was seized with a quartan agae^ which con- 
tinued its attacks until he was reduced to the 
greatest debility, insomuch, that, in 1998, he 
was obliged to omit his public sermons and 
leetures in theology, though he still devoted . 
day and night to dictating and writing letters. 
^^ How unpleasant to me,'^ he would say 
sometimes, ^^ is an idle life.'' In a letter to a 
friend, written in 1560, he informed him that 
he dictated from his bed, * ^< where, according 
to my custom, I4ie down one half of my time, 
that 1 may be able to improve with more 
strength, the remaining hours." His active 
mind rose superior to the sufferings of his 
body. When oppressed with head-ache, 
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weakness of the bowels> and the pains of the 
gont, he would dictate till his amanuensis was 
wearied. On the 2d February,' i964, he 
preached his last sermoti, and closed his theo- 
logical lectures. The asthma had almost 
destroyed his voice. His end rapidly drew 
nigh. Amid the severest ^ains he was patient 
and tranquil, often exclaiming^ ^' Uow ^^^^9 
O, Lord/' He still continued his m^ptiil la* 
b6r$, and when his friend^ expostulated^ h^ 
said, <^ What ? would you that when the Lord 
come^, he should surprise me in idleness V^ 
On the 87th of March, he was carried to the 
council chamber^ where he presented Beza 
to the patronage of the senate. On the Sdof 
April, he %as carried to the house of worship 
in an easy cimir, and received, for the last time, 
the sacrament, from the handsi of Beza. On 
the 29th, he made his will, commending his 
soul to God. He gave his parting advice to 
the senators, and also to the ministers of the 
church. He had himself, been perpetual 
moderator of the presbytery. " When I first 
came to thrs city,'' said he, " the gospd was 
indeed preached, but the affairs of religion 
were in a most disordered state, as if Chris- 
tianity consisted in nothing but the destruction 
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of images. There were many wicked men^ 
from whom I suffered many extre:me iDdigni- 
ties ; but the Lord Ood himself^ so strength- 
ened me^ even me^ I say^ who am by nature so 
timid^ (I speak as the fact is) that I was ena« 
bled to resist all their eibrts/^ ^^ Persevere 
then, my brethren^ in your vocation/' &e. 
^ After this^ his few remaining days were de- 
voted to prayer and meditation ; and, on the 
%iA\k of May^ he calmly fell asleep in Jesus.'* 
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SKETGH OF THE LIFE 



ZUlJ^aiiTS. 



ULRie ZUINGLB/ or ZUINGLIIJS, 

^as borti January 1/14B4, at Wildhausen^ ia 
the couBty of Tockenburgby in Switzerland. 
His edaeation, which was liberal, was com- 
pleted at the university ef Tienna. In his 
iSth year, he became classical teacher at 
Basil. Four years afterwards he took the 
degree of M. A. and^ being chosen pastor of 
Glarus, was ordained by the bishop of Con- 
stance. Having been trained by a teacher 
who accustomed him to think for himself^ 
without being trammelled by the system of 
the.schools, he pursued his inquiries to a 
discovery of the corruptions of Rome. The 
Kew Testament was his principal counsellor. 
He made that the directory of his faith, and 
lie also attended to many of those authors who 
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had been censured by the papacy. Bat^ 
though he had thus become dissatisfied with 
existing errors, he did not immediately sepa. 
rate from the pope, but, for ten years, pursued 
a course of practical instruction at Glarus, 
contenting himself wit^ exposing, from iime to 
time, some of the supFrstitions of the church. 
From Glarus he removed to the ftbbey of 
£insidlio. While there, he preached against 
TOWS, pilgrimages, and offerings ; he caused 
the relics to tie bijtried ; the inscription over the 
abbey gate — *< Here plenary remission of sins 
is obtained,'^ ta1)e effiiced ; Imd he introduced 
among the nuns, the habit of reading the New 
Testament. He also taught the necessity of 
purity oi . heart And life. He became more 
and more eminent, and excited more and more 
jealoQsy in sucb as were opposed to reforma- 
tion, but his ecolesitfstical superiors allowed 
him, as yet, to remain unmolested. In 1519^ 
he w^s invited to the cathedn^l at Zurich- 
On being instated there, he announced his 
intention of preaching from- the gospel of 
Matthew, with no other comment than the 
scriptures would afford him* This novel plUQ 
of expounding fully the word of Ood, drew 
together large auditorieiSi and e:y:cited gjt^ 
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admiraiioQ. The iniqtiitoas traffic of indul- 
getiGies; livhich roused the. spirit of Lather in 
Saxony, was carried into Switzerland. The 
agent whose business it was to dispose of these 
lures to perdition^ met with great success, 
until he came to Zurich ; there, he was so 
effeetually opposed by Zuingle, that he was 
obliged to quit the city, and retire into Italy. 

Zuingle was a man of adventurousi genius, 
and of great intrepidity. He was remarkable 
for his penetration, and, above all, was learned 
in the word of God ; so that he was well qua- 
lified to be a leader in the cause of truth. So 
sensible were the papists of his weight of cha- 
racter, that he was maclveourted by the cardi- 
nals, and pope Adrian sent him, by his nuncio, 
a hrieve written with his oWn hand. More- 
over, the force of Italian gold was tried upon 
him, but he was not open to a bribe. 

Being an enemy to offensive war, Zuingle, 
in 16£IS, obtained the passage of a law, in the 
assembly of the canton of Zurich, abolishing 
all alliances and subsidies for the term of 
twenty.ftve years. 

He declared the superiority of the rules of 
the gospel over thpse of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline^ and when some persons were denounced 
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to the magi&traie> for infriaging .the fast of 
lent^ without a dispensation^ he .defended 
them. The word of 6od he considered the 
anthdrity from which, there was no appeal, 
and the deeisions of the church as binding 
only so far as they were founded in that word. 
At length) he openly avowed the principles 
of the reformation^ andwhen^in consequence, 
he W9L% called to ^ye'an account of his doc- 
trine, the great council of Zurich decided, 
<< That Zuingle, having been neither convicted 
of heresy, nor refuted,, should continue to 
preach the gospel as he had already done ; 
that tBe pastors of Zurich, and its territory, 
should rest their c^^scourse^r on the words of 
scripture alone." But, though he was thus 
supported by the magistracy, he appeared 
more anxious to lay a ^olid foundation for a 
salutary change, by instructing the people, 
than to hazard too much by hastily abolishing 
ceremonies and modes of worship^ In i52iy 
the pictures and statues were removed, and, 
step by step, the simplicity of the gospel was 
introduced, until, in 15S5, the mass was abol- 
ished. 

In 15S5, the anabaptists attacked Zuingle. 
They began by insinuating into tl^ minds of 
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the people that the reformation was not saffi- 
ciently spiritual; They then addressed Zuin- 
gle hinaself^ charging him with conducting 
the business of religion iQ a slow and frigid 
manner. They insisted on the necessity of 
adiilt baptism in all cases, and declared re- 
Wptization the criterion of a union with Christ. 
The senate caused conferences to be held on 
the subject, but they were in vain. The 
anabaptists at length became furious. They 
boasted of having all things in common, and 
threatened destruction to all who would not 
follow their example. They also pretended 
to prophecy— crying ^^ Wo to Zurich^. Wo 
to Zurich 1 Repent or perish P^^ — allowing 
the same space for repentance that was allow- 
ed to Nineuch. Other conferences were 
appointed, but these fanatics were not open to 
argument. ^ Finally, the senate made their 
offence capital, and, a year or two after, one 
of them suffered. 

Zuittgle differed from Galvin on the sub- 
ject of the Divine decrees, and from Luther 
on the manner of Christ's presence in the sa* 
crament. Luther, as is well known, held the 
doctrine of consubstantiation. Zuingle, on 
the other hand, regarded tlie Lord's supper 
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as only commemorative and symbolicaL Be- 
tween these two, and their respective adhe- 
rents, a vehement controversy was carried on, 
which continued for several years, to the great 
injury of the reformation. At length, in 1539, 
Philip, landgrave of Hesse, anxious to close 
the dispute, incited Luther aiid Zuingle to a 
conference at Marpurgv Thither they re- 
paired, Luther accompanied by Mela^cthon, 
aiad Zuingle by Oecolampadius. The argu- 
ment con tinned four days, after which they all 
fiigned fourteen articles containing the essential 
doctrines of Christianity, ai;)d expressed a hope 
that tffeir difference, with respect to the real 
presence would not. interrupt their harmony. 

The canton of Bern followed that of Zurich 
in adopting the reformation* In an assembly, 
at which Zuingle was present, the subject was 
discussed, and, so triumphant were the refor- 
mers, that, in conclusion, the grand council of 
the canton rfesolved to adopt their principles. 
Upon this, five of the cantons, who were at- 
tached to popery, entered into a solemii 
engagement to prevent the doctrines of Luther 
and Zuingle from being preached among 
them. But the hostilities, between the Romau 
and reformed cantons, were terminated by the 
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treaty af Coppel, in 152d. Tbis treaty^ bow- 
ever^ was broken^ and a battle took place^ at 
wbicb Zuingle was present. The Zuricfaers, 
who had gone to the relief of their coontrymen 
at Coppel^ \rere defeated^ and Zuingle was 
mortally wounded. His wound deprived bim 
of his senses/ but^ recovering himself, ^^ he 
crossed his arms on his breast and lifted his 
languid eyes to Heaven. In this condition 
he was found by some catholic soldiers^ who^ 
without knowing him, offered to * bring him a 
confessor ; but, as be made a sign of refusal, 
the soldiers exhorted him to recommend his 
soul to the Holy Virgin. On a second j^efusal, 
one of them furiously exclaimed, ^^ Die then, 
obstinate heretic !'' and pierced him through 
with a sword. His body was found on the 
next day, and the celebrity of his name drew 
together a great crowd of spectators. One 
of these, who had been his colleague at Zu- 
rich, after intently gaziing on his face, thus 
expressed his feelings : ^^ Whatever may have 
been thy faith, I am sure thou wert always 
sincere, and that thou lovedst thy country. 
May God take thy soul in mercy V^ Among 
the savage herd some voices exclaimed, ^^ Let 
us burn his accursed remains !'' The propo. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«90 

sal %ra8 vpptaoded ; a military tiibniial order- 
ed the execution^ and the ashes of Zuingle 
were scattered to the wind,. Thus, at the age 
of 47, he terminated a glorious career by an 
event deeply lamented by all the friends of the 
reformation^ and occasioning triumph to the 
partisans of the Romish church. 
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No. I. 

The t^rm LoUari, in ecclesiastical hiaioTyy 
was first applied to a religioqs seet^ diSeiing^ 
in many points^ frosa the church of Rome^ 
which arose in Germany aJioiit the begitming 
of t)ie 14Ah eeiuMury, ^otalled^ as many havid 
ifljiagHiedy from Walter LoUard^ who hj^i^n 
his career of reform in 1316^ and was borat %t 
Cologo : though others think that Lollard was 
ao sor^^name^ hot only a term. of reproach 
gir6n to such^ indiscriminately^ as wer^ ac<- 
counted heretics^ by the church of Rome. 

Many societies^ consisting both of men and 
women^ under the name of Lollards, were 
formed in most parts of Germany and Flan- 
dersy and were supported partly by their 
manual labors, and partly by charitable do- 
lations of pious personsv 
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The magistrates and inhabitants of the 
towns where these bftsthren and sisters resided^ 
gave them particular marks of favor and pro- 
tection^ on account of their great usefulness to 
the sick and needy. Mosheim informs us, 
that many societies of this kind, exempted 
entirely from the jurisdiction of the bishops, 
and ranking among the religious orders, are 
still subsisting at Gologn^>' and in the cities of 
Flanders, though they have evidently depart- 
ed from their ancient rales^ 

Lollard and bis followers rejected the sa- 
crifice of the mass, extreme unction, and 
penances fbr sin ; arguing that Christ's sacri<^ 
fice was sufficient. He is likewise said- to have 
set aside baptism, as a rite of no effect.- In 
England, the followers of Wickliffe were call- 
ed, by way of reproach> Lollards, from some 
affinity there was between some of their 
tenets.— Encyc. Britannica. Art. Lollards. 



No.U. 

In tracing the origin of many of the corrup- 
tions of the church of Rome, we can refer a 
large proportion of tbeip to a single source* — 
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ft gross and literal faiterpretatioii of the flgu- 
xative language of the scriptures. The dan- 
ger of perverting the sense of this portion of 
the sacred writings, arises chiefly from igno-^ 
ranee, and the indulgence of interested and 
carnal views of religion. 

During the earliest and purest ages of 
Christianity, while the divine spirit continued 
to shedinahundance, his sanctifying light upon 
the church, the simple and expressive phrase- 
ology of the scriptures, was hardly susceptible 
of being greatly perverted, from either of 
those causes. The primitive and early litur- 
gies and formidaries ctf the cbuvch, often adopt- 
ed, as best suited to. express the worship and 
faith of Christians, the very language of the 
scriptures. Hence the figurative expressions, 
used in them all, in relation to the saeraments. 
If we recur to the homilies and expositions of 
the earliest Greek and Latin fathers, we find 
abundant evidence of the fact, that the church 
in those ages, was involved by the figurative 
language of the scriptures, or of their creeds 
and forms of worship, in none of the errors 
which have subsequently flowed from a gross 
Uteral interpretation. 

as* 



d by Google 



Bnt the period of sopersfitmn^ igiiemiiee^ 
and ecclesiastical extravagance^ wUkh con' 
meoced as early as the 9di ceotary^ and ter- 
minated with the reforipation from popery in 
thel6thf exhibited the atmost degeneracy. and 
profligacy of character among nominal Chris* 
tiansi and gave birth to i3m most monstrous 
productions of error* 

Bellarmine informs us that the firsi who^ 
wrote seriously and eopiouslyt upon the reti 
presence of Christ in the eucharist^ was Pas- 
chasius Blhadbertus^ who lived towards the 
beginning of the 9th qentory. 

The term transubstantiationf was unknown 
in the church until three hundred years after- 
wards. The invention of it is generally attri- 
buted to Stephen^ bishop of Anton^Hi Fnmoe^ 
who lived about the end of the iSth century. 
The-doctrine conveyed by it^ was^ l^wevev^ no 
article of faith, as Scotus asserts, prior to the 
council of Lateran^ iield in 1215« Itimjiorts^ 
by the unanimous oowent of Bonmn caUtoUc 
writers^ 

1. That previous to the aet of eonseevatioiiy 
the bread and wine of the eucharist^ consist^ as 
all other material things do, of an essential 
substance^ imperceptible to the.senses ; and of 
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emtemai and ^entnble quatiiies, as forai^ eolor^ 
GMsisteoeyy taste^ smelly &c/ 

S. That by the act of consecratioo^ the 
^sential and imperceptiile substance of bread 
and wine^ is annibilatediby the power of God^ 
while all the ea:temal and aensible qualities of 
the den^ts^ remain anchaDged ; and that in 
place of the substance of bread and wine, is 
siihstitnted the true body and blood of Jesus 
Christy which was broken, and shed on the 
cross. 

8. Tbi^, as an iuseparable and eternal union 
of the soul, and body, — and of the divine aud 
human nature, of Jesus Christ, took place at 
his incarnation ; therefor^, where his body is, 
tberer his soul and divinity must be also ; and 
consequently, that in the eucharist, the ^< body 
and blood, the soul and divinity, of Jesus 
Christ,^' take the place of the excluded sub- 
stance of the bread and wine : consequently, 

4. That <^ the body and blood, the soul and 
divinity'' qf Christ, are actually eaten, and 
^ drunk, and digested, by those who receive tba 
consecrated materials : 

5^ That the whole virtue of the sacrament, 
or the body, blood, &c. of Christ, is contained 
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as truly in either kind separately^ as in both 
united : 

6. That consecrated bread and wine, both 
before and after the communion, is as truly Ae 
body and blood of Christ, as that employed in 
the sacrament : and finally, 

7* That the same worship is d»e to the 
consecrated wafers, and wine, which ought t# 
be paid to the person of the Saviour. 



No; HI. 

The presence of Christ in the eucharist^ 
under the notion of his pervading, without 
excluding the substance of the elements used 
in that sacrament, and which is denominated 
coNSUBSTANTiATioN, forms the principal sub- 
ject of disagreement between the Lutheran 
and other reformed churches. Luther profess- 
ed to hold the d()ctrine in such a sense as to pre- 
vent all the absurd consequences deducible from 
the Romish dogma of transubstantiation. He 
denied that the sacrament ought to be wor- 
shipped, or reserved ; or that the divine bless- 
ings connected with it, couldnl^e apprehended 
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in a carnal, or in any other than a spiritual 
maoner, and by fkitfa in the invisible Savioar. 
IVhile the Lutheran church is still ready to 
maiptain its peculiar sentiments respecting the 
I)ivine presence in this^.sacrament, it holda 
with all the other reformed churches, in their 
views of its spiritual character, the nature of 
the blessing conveyed by it, and the prepara- 
tion necessary for a profitable participation 
in it 



■ No. IV. 

. The following is the original in which he 
wrote, viz : — ^^ Talem si nobis hierarchiam 
exhibeant, in qu& sic emine.ant episcopi^ ut 
Christo subesse non recusent, ut abillo, tan- 
quam^ unico Gapite pendeant, et ad ipsum, 
&c. turn veronollonon anathemate, dignos fa- 
tear, si qui erunt qui non eamr revereuter sOm- 
m^qne obedentia sibservent. Galv : de ne- 
M^fiit £cc : Reformandae/^ 
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Pgsie 16» fbr 


155?, 


Head 


1525. 


- 1», 


commandants. 


- 


commandments. 


- 32, 


abusers, 


- 


abuses. 


- 33, 


Sarbonne, 


- 


Sorbonne.> 


. 31, 


Towstal, 


- 


Tonstal. 


- 71, 


. ^fiar^ 


- 


Do. 


- 73, 


requisite, . 


- 


rcqmt^d. 


' 77, 


kingdoms, ^ 




kinds. ' . 


- 78, 


then, 




thin. 


. 142, 


Powet, 




Poinet. 


- lf>9, . - 


errari 




erraTi. 


- 201, 


inasmuch. 




insomuch. 


. 205, 


Turich, 




Zurich. 


. 208, 


Albigneres, 




Albigenses. 


- 223, 


Scovy, 




Scory. 


. 231, 


Priilerias. 






- 255, 


rights. 




rites. 


- 287, 


Nineuch, 




Nineveh, 


The Reader is requested to make with his 


pen,( 


Jie followmg alter- 


ation in page 275, m. for « eonsented to have him,"— write, 


« caused him to be.' 










dby Vj 



oogle 



